The 47 Ronin Story John Allyn
Yeah, reviewing a books The 47 Ronin Story John Allyn could ensue your close friends listings. This is just one of the solutions for you to be
successful. As understood, capability does not recommend that you have extraordinary points.
Comprehending as competently as deal even more than further will manage to pay for each success. bordering to, the message as competently as
perspicacity of this The 47 Ronin Story John Allyn can be taken as well as picked to act.

The Taiheiki - Taiheiki 1959
"This celebrated literary classic has delighted generations of Japanese. In
its pages, you will find a vivid contemporary description of the
fourteenth-century intrigues and battles that led to the destruction of the
Hojo family, the military overlords of the nation, and made it possible for
the Emperor Go-Daigo (1288-1339), one of Japan's most remarkable
sovereigns, to reassert the power of the throne. Go-Daigo's first hesitant
attempts to overthrow the Hojo, the early defeats suffered by his
supporters, his dethronement and exile, the legendary exploits of his
generals, the growing strength of his arms, and his ultimate return to the
throne are all recounted in engrossing detail. The anonymous authors of
The Taiheiki diversify their narrative through skillful use of the rich
treasure house of the Chinese dynastic histories, the verse of the Six
Dynasties and T'ang, and the Confucian teachings underlying the strict
warrior code of loyalty and filial piety. They write with a deep sense of
the inevitability of karma--determined fate and the impermanence of man
and his works--but the spirit of the age is reflected in their praise of valor
and military prowess, their taste for descriptions of the trappings of war,
and their frequent irreverent asides. Considered a part of the gunki
monogatari, or war tales canon in Japan, The Taiheiki celebrates martial
adventure and can be seen as a prose counterpart to the Homeric epics
of the Iliad and the Odyssey." -- Amazon.com
The Tokaido Road - Lucia St. Clair Robson 2005-11-29
the-47-ronin-story-john-allyn

After the execution of her father, the young and beautiful Lady Asano is
in grave danger from the powerful Lord Kira. In order to save herself
Asano must find Oishi, the leader of the fighting men of her clan. She
believes he is three hundred miles to the southwest in the imperial city of
Kyoto. Disguising her loveliness in the humble garments of a traveling
priest, and calling herself Cat, Lady Asano travels the fabled Tokaido
Road. Her only tools are her quick wits, her samurai training, and her
deadly, six foot-long naginata. And she will need them all, for a ronin has
been hired to pursue her, a mysterious man who will play a role in Cat's
drama that neither could have ever imagined. . . . At the Publisher's
request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management
Software (DRM) applied.
The Way of the Samurai - Inazo Nitobe 2017-09-21
This classic text by Inazo Nitobe defining the moral code of the warrior
class or Samurai has had a huge impact both in the West and in Japan
itself. Drawing on Japanese traditions such as Shinto and Buddhism, and
citing parallels with Western philosophy and literature, Nitobe's text is
essential reading for anyone who wishes to understand the culture and
morals of Japan.
A History of the Samurai - Jonathan Lopez-Vera 2020-06-02
A History of the Samurai tells the complete story of Japan's legendary
warrior class from beginning to end—an epic tale of intrigue, bloodshed
and bravery that is central to an understanding of the Japanese character
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and of Japanese history. It describes in detail the core Samurai
philosophy of Bushido—"the way of the warrior"—a complex code of
conduct embracing ideals of honor and loyalty that continues to govern
the Japanese way of life today. Historian Jonathan Lopez-Vera offers a
compelling look at these enigmatic warriors including: The lives of
famous Samurai—Miyamoto Musashi, Japan's greatest swordsman;
Tomoe Gozen, the woman who became a Samurai; Tokugawa Ieyasu, the
last Shogun; and many more The tragic tale of the 47 Ronin who chose
honor over their own lives and were forced to commit ritual suicide after
avenging their fallen master The philosophy of Bushido, "the Way of the
Warrior," the code of conduct that embraced the ideals of honor and
loyalty and governed the Samurai way of living The decline of the
Samurai and their transformation from rough, battle-hardened warriors
to highly educated philosopher-poets Illustrated with 125 archival prints
and photos, the nobility and grandeur of the Samurai is brilliantly
showcased in this book. Readers will enjoy immersing themselves in the
Samurai's world, as historian Jonathan Lopez-Vera traces the fascinating
story of the rise and fall of these enigmatic warriors throughout Japanese
history.
Peace Under Heaven - Man-Sik Ch'ae 1993-02-24
Originally published in Seoul in 1938, soon after the outbreak of the
Pacific War, "Peace Under Heaven" is a satirical novel centering on the
household of a Korean landlord during the Japanese colonial occupation.
Master Yun, embodying the traditional ambitions of a standard Korean
paterfamilias, by being projected fast forward into a modern urban
environment, caricatures the increasing irrelevance of Confucian mores
to 20th-century social reality. Depicting the anomic lives of the Yun
household in colonial Seoul, Chase Man-Sik, one of modern Korea's bestknown writers, uses black comedy to underscore the collapse of
ritualistic traditional values in the face of capitalist modernisation. The
decadence of the nouveau riche pseudo-aristocrat Master Yun is
interwoven with insights into the customary bases of oppression of
Korean women into the self-deceptions underlying collaboration by
Koreans with the Japanese oppressor. The savage hilarity of Chae's style
the-47-ronin-story-john-allyn

lends force and historical relevance to his insight into the attitudes of the
milieu in which his narrative is set.
Code of the Samurai - Thomas Cleary 2011-06-07
Learn the ways of the Japanese Bushido Code with this very readable,
modern translation of the Bushido Shoshinshu. Code of the Samurai is a
four-hundred-year-old explication of the rules and expectations embodied
in Bushido, the Japanese Way of the Warrior. Bushido has played a major
role in shaping the behavior of modern Japanese government,
corporations, society, and individuals, as well as in shaping modern
Japanese martial arts within Japan and internationally. The Japanese
original of this book, Bushido Shoshinshu, (Bushido for Beginners), has
been one of the primary sources on the tenets of Bushido, a way of
thought that remains fascinating and relevant to the modern world, East
and West. This handbook, written after five hundred years of military
rule in Japan, was composed to provide practical and moral instruction
for warriors, correcting wayward tendencies and outlining the personal,
social, and professional standards of conduct characteristic of Bushido,
the Japanese chivalric tradition. With a clear, conversational narrative by
Thomas Cleary, one of the foremost translators of the wisdom of Asia,
and powerfully evocative line drawings by master illustrator Oscar Ratti,
this book is indispensable to the corporate executive, student of the
Asian Culture, martial artist, those interested in Eastern philosophy or
military strategy, as well as for those simply interested in Japan and its
people.
47 Ronin - Mike Richardson 2021-02-02
Japan's enduring national legend comes to comics! The tale of the 47
Ronin and their epic mission to avenge their wronged master epitomizes
the samurai code of honor, and creators Mike Richardson and Stan Sakai
have done justice to their story! Meticulously researched and beautifully
illustrated, this collection of the acclaimed miniseries recounts this
sweeping saga of honor and violence in all its grandeur. Opening with
the tragic incident that sealed the fate of Lord Asano, 47 Ronin follows a
dedicated group of Asano's vassals on their years-long path of
vengeance! * From Mike Richardson (Star Wars: Crimson Empire) and
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Stan Sakai (Usagi Yojimbo)! * Tons of bonus art and behind-the-scenes
extras! "If you're a fan of the samurai genre then this is a no-brainer... if
you've never given it a chance then this is the perfect gateway book to
the genre." Comic Bastards "Stan Sakai makes Japan all the more
exciting with this comic, and Richardson's narrative builds an epic tale
reminiscent of Kurosawa's greatest films." Graphic Policy
The Unfettered Mind - Takuan Soho 2012-06-12
This classic samurai-era text fused Japanese swordsmanship with Zen
and influenced the direction that the art has taken ever since. Written by
the seventeenth-century Zen master Takuan Soho (1573–1645), The
Unfettered Mind is a book of advice on swordsmanship and the
cultivation of right mind and intention. It was written as a guide for the
samurai Yagyu Munenori, who was a great swordsman and rival to the
legendary Miyamoto Musashi. Takuan was a giant in the history of Zen;
he was also a gardener, calligrapher, poet, author, adviser to samurai
and shoguns, and a pivotal figure in Zen painting. He was known for his
brilliance and acerbic wit. In these succinct and pointed essays, Takuan
is concerned primarily with understanding and refining the mind—both
generally and when faced with conflict. The Unfettered Mind was a major
influence on the classic manifestos on swordsmanship that came after it,
including Miyamoto Musashi's Book of Five Rings and Yagyu Munenori's
Life-Giving Sword.
Mists of Iga - Kyle Mortensen 2020-10-22
Real people and events that delve deep into the culture of an epic era,
packaged into an entertaining story of adventure and mystery. 1581, In
the midst of Japan's warring states, a group of four shinobi have just
become some of the few survivors of a scattered tribe. The legendary
warlord, Nobunaga Oda, a man obsessed with the unification of Japan, is
responsible for the devastation upon the shinobi's home village. In order
to avenge their clan, two young brothers make a pact with the former
comrades of their father. Unaware, the shinobi are dragged into a
mysterious journey in search of a legacy left by their departed mentor
that will change the destiny of a nation.
The 47 Ronin Story - John Allyn 2006-09-15
the-47-ronin-story-john-allyn

Loyalty, revenge and swordplay—the classic Japanese tale of the 47 ronin
retold for a new audience
Dying to Win - Robert Pape 2006-07-25
Includes a new Afterword Finalist for the Council on Foreign Relations
Arthur Ross Book Award One of the world’s foremost authorities on the
subject of suicide terrorism, the esteemed political scientist Robert Pape
has created the first comprehensive database of every suicide terrorist
attack in the world from 1980 until today. In Dying to Win, Pape provides
a groundbreaking demographic profile of modern suicide terrorist
attackers–and his findings offer a powerful counterpoint to what we now
accept as conventional wisdom on the topic. He also examines the early
practitioners of this guerrilla tactic, including the ancient Jewish Zealots,
who in A.D. 66 wished to liberate themselves from Roman occupation;
the Ismaili Assassins, a Shi’ite Muslim sect in northern Iran in the
eleventh and twelfth centuries; World War II’s Japanese kamikaze pilots,
three thousand of whom crashed into U.S. naval vessels; and the Tamil
Tigers in Sri Lanka, a secular, Marxist-Leninist organization responsible
for more suicide terrorist attacks than any other group in history. Dying
to Win is a startling work of analysis grounded in fact, not politics, that
recommends concrete ways for states to fight and prevent terrorist
attacks now. Transcending speculation with systematic scholarship, this
is one of the most important studies of the terrorist threat to the United
States and its allies since 9/11. “Invaluable . . . gives Americans an
urgently needed basis for devising a strategy to defeat Osama bin Laden
and other Islamist militants.” –Michael Scheuer, author of Imperial
Hubris “Provocative . . . Pape wants to change the way you think about
suicide bombings and explain why they are on the rise.” –Henry
Schuster, CNN.com “Enlightening . . . sheds interesting light on a
phenomenon often mistakenly believed to be restricted to the Middle
East.” –The Washington Post Book World “Brilliant.” –Peter Bergen,
author of Holy War, Inc.
The Ronin - William D. Jennings 1975-08-05
Taiko - Eiji Yoshikawa 2012-08-03
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In the tempestuous closing decades of the sixteenth century, the Empire
of Japan writhes in chaos as the shogunate crumbles and rival warlords
battle for supremacy. Warrior monks in their armed citadels block the
road to the capital; castles are destroyed, villages plundered, fields put
to the torch. Amid this devastation, three men dream of uniting the
nation. At one extreme is the charismatic but brutal Nobunaga, whose
ruthless ambition crushes all before him. At the opposite pole is the cold,
deliberate Ieyasu, wise in counsel, brave in battle, mature beyond his
years. But the keystone of this triumvirate is the most memorable of all,
Hideyoshi, who rises from the menial post of sandal bearer to become
Taiko--absolute ruler of Japan in the Emperor's name. When Nobunaga
emerges from obscurity by destroying an army ten times the size of his
own, he allies himself with Ieyasu, whose province is weak, but whose
canniness and loyalty make him invaluable. Yet it is the scrawny,
monkey-faced Hideyoshi--brash, impulsive, and utterly fearless--who
becomes the unlikely savior of this ravaged land. Born the son of a
farmer, he takes on the world with nothing but his bare hands and his
wits, turning doubters into loyal servants, rivals into faithful friends, and
enemies into allies. In all this he uses a piercing insight into human
nature that unlocks castle gates, opens men's minds, and captures
women's hearts. For Hideyoshi's passions are not limited to war and
intrigue-his faithful wife, Nene, holds his love dear, even when she must
share it; the chaste Oyu, sister of Hideyoshi's chief strategist, falls prey
to his desires; and the seductive Chacha, whom he rescues from the fiery
destruction of her father's castle, tempts his weakness. As recounted by
Eiji Yoshikawa, author of the international best-seller Musashi, Taiko
tells many stories: of the fury of Nobunaga and the fatal arrogance of the
black-toothed Yoshimoto; of the pathetic downfall of the House of
Takeda; how the scorned Mitsuhide betrayed his master; how once
impregnable ramparts fell as their defenders died gloriously. Most of all,
though, Taiko is the story of how one man transformed a nation through
the force of his will and the depth of his humanity. Filled with scenes of
pageantry and violence, acts of treachery and self-sacrifice, tenderness
and savagery, Taiko combines the panoramic spectacle of a Kurosawa
the-47-ronin-story-john-allyn

epic with a vivid evocation of feudal Japan.
Winter Raven - Adam Baker 2016-09-26
One rogue Samurai will sacrifice everything – apart from his honour
Japan’s warlords are on the march and nothing is as it appears. After a
failed assassination attempt on the Emperor, an anonymous samurai is
coerced into a suicide mission that will test his skills to the limit. He
must face this challenge for his young charge, a girl who is the last
remainder of his duty. The samurai and the girl must journey to a far and
impregnable mountain fortress, fighting off threats and dangers on the
way. The girl, knowing no other life, hopes to learn all she can of the
ways of the warrior. But they do not travel alone. The hunters are also
the hunted. In Winter Raven, the first in an epic and engrossing
historical series, written in spare and precise prose, we are transported
to an incredible time and place in history. Brutal, tense and actionpacked, Winter Raven is sure to appeal to readers of James Clavell,
Bernard Cornwell and Ben Kane.
Memoirs of the Warrior Kumagai - Donald Richie 2011-06-21
“A tour de force combining a commanding mastery of historical fact and
detail, a comprehensive understanding of the human spirit, and a poetic
quality of expression that transforms the hearts of all those it touches.”
—The Japan Foundation Newsletter Kumagai Naozane was a Japanese
warrior famous for having taken the head of the young and handsome
samurai Atsumori. This episode has become one of the best-known and
best-loved stories in the Japanese historical classic, The Heiké Story
(Heike Monogatari). This book is a fictionalized version of Kumagai’s own
attempt to come to terms with his past—that real past which is his and
that other past which he hears the monks inventing as they compose the
text which will eventually become The Heiké Story. As the warrior
remembers his past and compares it to its fictional parallel, he evokes
the wonders of the city of Heiankyo (Kyoto); the wars which raised the
Taira (Heike) clan to power and later reduced it to ruin at the hands of
the Genji clan; the battles at the Uji River; life in the imperial court of the
retired emperor Go-Shirakawa; and the celebrated final Taira battle—the
naval encounter at Dannoura, where the infant emperor Antoku was
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delivered to the depths of the sea. Among the many pleasures of this
brilliantly colored chronicle is how the common humanity of this honest,
hopeless man transcends his time and milieu to speak to us, here and
now.
Ronin - William Dale Jennings 2012-01-10
"A thunderbolt, full of lightning and excitement, one you won't put down
until its last extraordinary page." —The Japan Times The violence of
twelfth-century Japan explodes in this half-legendary, half-true story of a
violent man who becomes a folk hero. A heartless savage, the Ronin, or
"wandering samurai," slashes his way up from the gutter to wealth,
honor and status. In spite of his crime sand bloodthirsty cruelty, he bears
the strange mark of destiny that the wise see and respect, even as he
destroys them. Told with humor and irony, the tale ranges from the
pleasantly colloquial to the brutally satiric, yet never relents in the
Ronin's ruthless search for the truth. The storyteller hides nothing and
speaks bluntly, yet this jewel-like tale shimmers with tantalizing riddles
that will haunt the reader just as they haunted the Ronin. Sure to shock,
confound and ultimately inspire readers, The Ronin is loosely based upon
an ancient legend told to the author by the Zen Master Nyogen Senzaki.
The Boy and the Samurai - Erik Christian Haugaard 2005
Having grown up as an orphan of the streets while sixteenth-century
Japan is being ravaged by civil war, Saru seeks to help a samurai rescue
his wife from imprisonment by a warlord so they can all flee to a more
peaceful life. Reissue.
A Brief History of the Samurai - Jonathan Clements 2013-02-07
'Clements has a knack for writing suspenseful sure-footed conflict
scenes: His recounting of the Korean invasion led by samurai and daimyo
Toyotomi Hideyoshi reads like a thriller. If you're looking for a samurai
primer, Clements' guide will keep you on the hook' Japan Times,
reviewed as part of an Essential Reading for Japanophiles series From a
leading expert in Japanese history, this is one of the first full histories of
the art and culture of the Samurai warrior. The Samurai emerged as a
warrior caste in Medieval Japan and would have a powerful influence on
the history and culture of the country from the next 500 years. Clements
the-47-ronin-story-john-allyn

also looks at the Samurai wars that tore Japan apart in the 17th and 18th
centuries and how the caste was finally demolished in the advent of the
mechanized world.
The Last Cherry Blossom - Kathleen Burkinshaw 2016-08-02
Following the seventieth anniversary of the atomic bombing of
Hiroshima, this is a new, very personal story to join Sadako and the
Thousand Paper Cranes. Yuriko was happy growing up in Hiroshima
when it was just her and Papa. But her aunt Kimiko and her cousin Genji
are living with them now, and the family is only getting bigger with talk
of a double marriage! And while things are changing at home, the world
beyond their doors is even more unpredictable. World War II is coming to
an end, and since the Japanese newspapers don’t report lost battles, the
Japanese people are not entirely certain of where Japan stands. Yuriko is
used to the sirens and the air-raid drills, but things start to feel more real
when the neighbors who have left to fight stop coming home. When the
bombs hit Hiroshima, it’s through Yuriko’s twelve-year-old eyes that we
witness the devastation and horror. This is a story that offers young
readers insight into how children lived during the war, while also
introducing them to Japanese culture. Based loosely on author Kathleen
Burkinshaw’s mother’s firsthand experience surviving the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima, The Last Cherry Blossom hopes to warn readers
of the immense damage nuclear war can bring, while reminding them
that the “enemy” in any war is often not so different from ourselves.
The Forty-seven Ronin Story - John Allyn 1970
Japan underwent tumultuous changes in the eighteenth century. The
merchant class was rising in power, and the privileges of the professional
warriors, or "samurai", were disappearing. The 47 Ronin Story is the
classic story of Lord Asano of Ako and one of the bloodiest vendettas in
Japan's feudal history. In 1701 in Edo, Japan, Lord Asano of Ako lashed
out at a corrupt court official and set in motion a chain of events that
shocked the country and brought the Shogun himself to a legal and
moral impasse. When it was over, there emerged the most unlikely set of
heroes-the forty-seven ronin, or "ex-samurai", of Ako.
The Dow of Master Ken: Vol. 1 - Master Ken 2018-08-05
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From the creator of the hit web series "Enter The Dojo" with over 50
million YouTube views comes the best self defense book ever written!
11th Degree Black Belt Master Ken explains his most famous techniques
such as "The Hurticane", "The Thrust of Freedom" and, of course, the
dreaded "Kill Face"! This book is a must-have for anyone who aspires to
learn from the most dangerous martial artist in the world: Master Ken!
Learn more about him at www.youtube.com/enterthedojoshow
Positive Relationships - Sue Roffey 2011-11-11
Relationships are at the heart of our lives; at home with our families,
with our friends, in schools and colleges, with colleagues at the
workplace and in our diverse communities. The quality of these
relationships determines our individual well-being, how well we learn,
develop and function, our sense of connectedness with others and the
health so society. This unique volume brings together authorities from
across the world to write about how relationships might be enhanced in
all these different areas of our lives. It also explores how to address the
challenges involved in establishing and maintaining positive
relationships. This evidence-based book, primarily grounded in the
science of positive psychology, is valuable for academics, especially
psychologists and professionals, working in the field of well-being.
Out of the Gobi - Weijian Shan 2019-01-17
Foreword by Janet Yellen Weijian Shan's Out of the Gobi is a powerful
memoir and commentary that will be one of the most important books on
China of our time, one with the potential to re-shape how Americans view
China, and how the Chinese view life in America. Shan, a former hard
laborer who is now one of Asia's best-known financiers, is thoughtful,
observant, eloquent, and brutally honest, making him well-positioned to
tell the story of a life that is a microcosm of modern China, and of how,
improbably, that life became intertwined with America. Out of the Gobi
draws a vivid picture of the raw human energy and the will to succeed
against all odds. Shan only finished elementary school when Mao
Zedong's Cultural Revolution tore his country apart. He was a witness to
the brutality and absurdity of Mao’s policies during one of the most
tumultuous eras in China’s history. Exiled to the Gobi Desert at age 15
the-47-ronin-story-john-allyn

and denied schooling for 10 years, he endured untold hardships without
ever giving up his dream for an education. Shan’s improbable journey,
from the Gobi to the “People’s Republic of Berkeley” and far beyond, is a
uniquely American success story – told with a splash of humor, deep
insight and rich and engaging detail. This powerful and personal
perspective on China and America will inform Americans' view of China,
humanizing the country, while providing a rare view of America from the
prism of a keen foreign observer who lived the American dream. Says
former Federal Reserve chair Janet Yellen: “Shan’s life provides a
demonstration of what is possible when China and the United States
come together, even by happenstance. It is not only Shan’s personal
history that makes this book so interesting but also how the stories of
China and America merge in just one moment in time to create an
inspired individual so unique and driven, and so representative of the
true sprits of both countries.”
47 - Thomas Harper 2019-10-18
This is the story of a few men who valued justice more than life. They
were members of the large Corps of Samurai in the feudal domain of Akô
in western Japan. But when their lord committed the crime of drawing
his sword within the castle of the Shogun, the law decreed that he should
be sentenced to death, that his heir would not inherit the domain, and all
of his vassals would become ronin, evicted from their homes and
deprived of their income. All 308 samurai in Akô knew the law and
accepted it. And if their lord had succeeded in killing the man he
attacked in the castle that would have been the tragic end of this
episode. But their lord was subdued and failed to kill his enemy; which
meant that yet another law came into play: the Principle of Equal
Punishment. 47: The True Story of the Vendetta of the 47 Ronin from Akô
tells the harrowing tale of how all this was argued, what the
consequences were, and what ultimately became of those forty-seven
men who remained. 47 Ronin tells the tale in immense detail--with maps,
graphics, and gorgeous illustrations.
Not So Quiet... - Helen Zenna Smith 1993-01-01
Praised by the Chicago Sun-Times for its “furious, indignant power,” this
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story offers a rare, funny, bitter, and feminist look at war. First published
in London in 1930, Not So Quiet... (on the Western Front) describes a
group of British women ambulance drivers on the French front lines
during World War I, surviving shell fire, cold, and their punishing
commandant, "Mrs. Bitch." The novel takes the guise of an
autobiography by Smith, pseudonym for Evadne Price. The novel's power
comes from Smith's outrage at the senselessness of war, at her country's
complacent patriotism, and her own daily contact with the suffering and
the wounded.
47 Ronin - Joan D. Vinge 2013-11-26
Outcast Kai joins a group of ex-samurai robbed of their position by the
murder of their original leader by their overlord, and together they face a
series of harrowing trials as they seek vengeance against the murderer.
Miyamoto Musashi - Charles River Editors 2020-01-26
*Includes pictures *Includes excerpts of contemporary accounts
*Includes a bibliography for further reading "Study strategy over the
years and achieve the spirit of the warrior. Today is victory over yourself
of yesterday; tomorrow is your victory over lesser men." - Miyamoto
Musashi Samurai Sasaki Kojiro was growing increasingly impatient as he
waited on the beach at Funa Island in Kokura. An undefeated master
swordsman, he was tense and his anger was getting the better of him. He
was on the small island for a duel, a clash of steel between two
swordsmen where a man's life could end in seconds. The duel was the
ultimate test of the swordsman, and Sasaki, one of the best in Japan, was
known as "The Demon of the Western Provinces." However, the Sasaki
on the beach did not resemble the fierce warrior of his reputation as he
paced back and forth, frustrated by the tardiness of his opponent: the
enigmatic Miyamoto Musashi. Sasaki knew nothing about Musashi
except that the mysterious swordsman was undefeated, because aside
from that, little was known about Musashi's style or lineage. Although
Musashi did have a reputation for keeping a rather unkempt appearance
and an unpredictable personality, the mysterious swordsman also was
the subject of conflicting stories about his courage and prowess. Though
he was understandably confident, Sasaki did not underestimate his
the-47-ronin-story-john-allyn

opponent, who finally arrived to the island on a small boat. Sasaki
noticed something shocking: Musashi did not bring a sword. Instead
Musashi, who appeared as if he had just rolled out of bed, brought a
wooden oar carved into a makeshift sword as his dueling weapon. Sasaki
was furious, and though he was beyond insulted, he drew his sword and
prepared to fight to the death. The duel between the two masters thus
began with one of them having no sword at all. Little may have been
known about Musashi at the time, but centuries later, he is the most
infamous and renowned warrior in Japanese history. As a veteran of the
Battle of Sekigahara (1600), Naiwa (1615), and the Shimabara Rebellion
in Hizen (1637-1638), Musashi was a seasoned battlefield soldier, went
undefeated in over 60 duels, and authored an essential book on strategy,
Go Rin No Sho (The Book of Five Rings). He invented a swordsmanship
style called Hi-no-shita Kaizan Shimmei Miyamoto Musashi Masana-ryu,
a two sword style that some historians think Musashi may have come up
with after being influenced by the two-handed drumming of Japanese
drummers. His style has continued to be an influence on the practice of
kendo into the modern era. Adding to his legend was the fact that
Musashi did not look like a typical samurai warrior. He was widely
reported to have never bathed, never washed his hair, and did present
himself like a man with a position in the ruling samurai class. This man,
considered to be Japan's finest swordsman, looked more like a wandering
vagabond than an elegant, aristocratic warrior. The typical samurai
employed by daimyos were expected to be properly dressed and
groomed, with clean clothes and neatly cut hair. Some samurai even
applied rouge to their cheeks to appear healthy and ready to die for their
lords. Musashi, on the other hand, seemed to have appeared out of thin
air, claiming no famous teacher, school, or lineage. He also never
entered long term service with a daimyo, married, or settled down
(although he did serve a number of different prestigious clans). Instead,
he wandered throughout the island of Japan as a free spirit, apparently
valuing observation and intuition far above technique. Shockingly, he
also rarely used a real sword - while he respected the sword, he was not
beholden to it and often used whatever was available to duel an
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opponent. In the same vein, he taught his own students to avoid
preferences or to rely on any one tool. Put simply, Musashi was a
Japanese warrior like no other.
Autumn Bridge - Takashi Matsuoka 2005-07-26
In the year 1311, in the highest tower of Cloud of Sparrows Castle, a
beautiful woman sits by the window, watching as enemies gather below
and fires spread through the night. As she calmly awaits her fate, she
begins to write, carefully setting down on a scroll the secret history of
the Okumichi clan…of the gift of prophecy they share and the
extraordinary destiny that awaits them. For six centuries, these
remarkable writings lay hidden—until they are uncovered by an
American woman, a missionary named Emily Gibson, who arrived in Edo
harbor in 1861, in flight from a tragic past. Soon an extraordinary man
would enter her life: Lord Genji of the Okumichi clan, a nobleman with a
gift of prophecy who must defend his embattled family—and confront
forbidden feelings for an outsider in his midst. Emily, too, soon finds
herself at a turning point; courted by two westerners, she knows her
heart belongs to the one man she cannot have. But Emily has found a
mission of her own: translating Genji’s ancestral history, losing herself in
an epic tale of heroism and forbidden love. For here is the story of Lady
Shizuka, the beautiful witch-princess who has enchanted Okumichi men
for generations…of Genji’s ancestors, Lord Hironobu and Lord Kiyori,
and of the terrible betrayals that befell them…and of Genji’s parents: a
wastrel father and his child bride whose tragic love has shaped Genji as a
leader and as a man. As Emily sifts through the fragile scrolls, she begins
to see threads of her own life woven into the ancient writings. And as
past and present collide, a hidden history comes to life, and with it a
secret prophecy that has been shrouded for centuries, and may now
finally be revealed. Takashi Matsuoka’s spellbinding novel is infused with
spectacle, intricately woven, magically told. Autumn Bridge is a feast for
the senses, a work of truly dazzling storytelling.
The Revenge of the 47 Ronin - Stephen Turnbull 2011-08-23
From 1600 till 1866 civil strife in public was virtually unknown in Japan;
however, personal loyalty and self-sacrifice could at times rise above the
the-47-ronin-story-john-allyn

samurai hierarchy to redefine Japanese culture. In 1703 former samurai
avenged their lord in the most legendary raid in Japanese history. The
story of the 47 ronin is a tale rich in emotion, precise planning, and
flawless martial execution. This was the raid that turned Japan upside
down. Lord Kira had brought about the death of Lord Asano, thus making
Asano's loyal samurai into ronin (unemployed 'men of the waves'). In
complete secrecy they plotted their revenge, and one snowy winter's
night launched a raid against his mansion in Edo (Tokyo). The gates were
broken down, and after the fiercest sword battle seen in Japan for over a
century Kira was captured and beheaded. His head was washed and
placed on Asano's tomb. The Shogun had now been placed in a dilemma.
Should he reward the 47 Ronin for behaving more like true samurai than
anyone since the time of civil wars, or should they be punished for
breaking the strict laws about taking revenge? In the end the law
prevailed, and the surviving 46 ronin committed a mass act of hara-kiri,
turning them overnight into national heroes as the 'gods of bushido'.. The
dramatic revenge raid of the Forty-Seven Ronin is the ideal subject for a
Raids title. There is a very strong narrative and a wealth of illustrative
material. As the raid occurred during the peaceful Edo Period there is
scope for original description of the samurai's weapons and their
personal & physical environment that is not seen in any other Osprey
titles.
47 Ronin - A. B. Mitford 2014-03-03
"A story of honor and bloody revenge." The legend of the 47 ronin is one
of the most popular and best known stories about the samurai in Japan. It
is often referred to as the country's "national legend" and is the most
revered example of the samurai code of honor, bushido, put to the
ultimate test. The story tells of a group of samurai who, in 1701, were
left leaderless (becoming ronin) after their daimyo (feudal lord) Asano
Naganori was compelled to commit seppuku (ritual suicide) for
assaulting a court official named Kira Yoshinaka. The ronin, led by
Asano's chief councilor, Oishi Yoshio, avenged their master's honor by
killing Kira, after waiting and planning for almost two years. In turn, the
ronin were themselves forced to commit seppuku for committing the
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crime of murder. With much embellishment, this true story was
popularized in Japanese culture as emblematic of the loyalty, sacrifice,
persistence, and honor that people should preserve in their daily lives.
The popularity of the almost mythical tale was enhanced by rapid
modernization following the fall of the shogun during the Meiji era of
Japanese history. Many versions of the events appeared and the story of
the 47 ronin continues to be popular in Japan to this day. This book
traces the history of the story through various retellings. It includes the
first English version to appear in print, from Isaac Titsingh's
"Illustrations of Japan," published in 1822, plus the second from "The
Capital of the Tycoon" by Rutherford Alcock. It also includes in full "The
Forty-Seven Ronins" from "Tales of Old Japan" by A. B. Mitford (plus his
account of seppuku/hara-kiri), "The Loyal Ronins" by Shunsui Tamenaga,
translated by Shiuichiro Saito and Edward Greey and "The Forty-Seven
Ronin" by James Murdoch from "A History of Japan." This is a
comprehensive collection which brings together some of the best known
versions of the story and serves as a perfect introduction to the
legendary tale of the 47 ronin. For more information please visit Purple
Rose at www.purplerosebooks.com and view our other titles and new
releases.
Sword of the Ronin - Travis Heermann 2013-06
In 13th-Century Japan, a land of ancient spirits, shapeshifting animals,
and demons, Ken'ishi is a warrior without a master. Orphaned in infancy,
he has only one link to his past - Silver Crane, his father's sword. When
Silver Crane is stolen, Ken'ishi must go on a quest to recover his very
identity. The crime lord known as Green Tiger holds the key to Ken'ishi's
past. With intrigues stretching to China, where the Mongol emperor
Khubiliai Khan builds an invasion fleet, Green Tiger knows of Silver
Crane and dreams of the day when he can destroy the shogunate and
restore his shattered clan. With a wooden sword as his only weapon,
Ken'ishi descends into the shadowy world of flesh houses, Chinese
smugglers, and Mongol spies. To succeed and unleash Silver Crane's
power, he must face the darkness in his own soul. "From the first
sentence, Travis Heermann weaves a tale that sucked this reader into a
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rich Japanese tapestry full of ronin, samurai, and magic. It was hard to
put this book down to sleep." - Patrick Hester, Hugo-Award Winning
SFSignal.com and the Functional Nerds Podcast "Travis Heermann takes
everything I loved about Heart of the Ronin (adventure, intrigue,
sympathetic characters), puts it in a pressure cooker and serves it with a
side of Awesome. Sword of the Ronin is his best novel yet and won't
disappoint." - Shaun Farrell, Adventures in Sci-Fi Publishing "Sword of
the Ronin is a raw and energetic adventure that explores deep and
eternal themes such as honor, love, and betrayal while maintaining a
engaging, humorous, living world. It also has an awesome ronin hero
who hacks lots of bad people to bits, if you're into that sort of thing.
Which you definitely should be." - Rich Wulf, author of The Heirs of Ash
Trilogy "A rich, engaging, morally complex historical fantasy, deeply
embedded in Japanese culture." - E.C. Ambrose, author of Elisha Barber,
The Dark Apostle series "Those interested in Japan's culture and history,
including ancient mythology will find this book an extraordinary read. It
is certainly not a story for the fainthearted, but which touches you with
its truth-drawing and starkly poignant meaning. As a work of fantasy I
enjoyed it very much, although at times it did cause shivers to run down
my spine and turned my blood cold." - Goodreads Reviewer
The Swordless Samurai - Kitami Masao 2007-07-24
Brings together a collection of leadership precepts and success
principles from the powerful sixteenth-century samurai Toyotami
Hideyoshi, a peasant warrior who transcended class barriers to
ultimately become the most powerful man in Japan, emphasizing such
important traits as good judgment, intelligence, determination, drive,
and anticipation. 20,000 first printing.
Samurai Banner of Furin Kazan - Yasushi Inoue 2011-12-20
The Samurai Banner of Furin Kazan presents an accurate portrait of this
era in Japanese history. Originally published in Japanese in 1959, this
classic novel by Yasushi Inoue takes place during the Japanese Warring
Era (1467-1573)—a time when a fractured Japan was ruled by three
powerful young warlords: Takeda Shingen, Iwagawa Yoshimoto and Hojo
Ujiyasu. The story focuses on Takeda Shingen and his one-eyed, crippled
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strategist, Yamamoto Kansuke. The brilliant strategies of Kansuke,
inspired by his passion for war and his admiration for his enemies' war
tactics, are beautifully expressed throughout this book. Takeda
Shingen—a proud and confident warlord—wants to expand his territory.
When he retains the ambitious and mysterious Yamamoto Kansuke—a
masterless, unheralded samurai—as his war strategist, he discovers a
bold and cunning collaborator. Kansuke's talents at diplomacy and his
prescient understanding of war strategy leads Shingen's clan to great
success, a path which leads the pair to Princess Yuu. When Kansuke
discovers her among the ruins of a castle he has just captured, she is
about to commit ritual suicide, jigaki. Kansuke falls under her spell—and
convinces her to live to carry on her family's lineage. The conflicting
ambitions of Shingen, Kansuke, and Princess Yuu are at the heart of this
complex and intensely dramatic story. Each of the three needs the others
in order to attain their goals. In the end, the lines between who is using
whom are blurred beyond understanding. Though there's some doubt as
to whether Kansuke really existed, the historical narrative and depictions
of daily life present a unique and engaging look at the end of the feudal
era in Japan.
Japanese Legends and Folklore - A.B. Mitford 2019-03-26
Japanese Legends and Folklore invites English speakers into the
intriguing world of Japanese folktales, ghost stories and historical
eyewitness accounts. With a fascinating selection of stories about
Japanese culture and history, A.B. Mitford—who lived and worked in
Japan as a British diplomat—presents a broad cross section of tales from
many Japanese sources. Discover more about practically every aspect of
Japanese life—from myths and legends to society and religion. This book
features 30 fascinating Japanese stories, including: The Forty-Seven
Ronin—the famous, epic tale of a loyal band of Samurai warriors who pay
the ultimate price for avenging the honor of their fallen master. The
Tongue-Cut Sparrow—a good-hearted old man is richly rewarded when
he begs forgiveness from a sparrow who is injured by his spiteful, greedy
wife. The Adventures of Little Peach Boy—a tale familiar to generations
of Japanese children, a small boy born from a peach is adopted by a
the-47-ronin-story-john-allyn

kindly childless couple. Japanese Sermons—a selection of sermons
written by a priest belonging to the Shingaku sect, which combines
Buddhist, Shinto and Confucian teachings. An Account of HaraKiri—Mitford's dramatic first person account of a ritual Samurai suicide,
the first time it had been reported in English. Thirty-one reproductions of
woodblock prints bring the classic tales and essays to life. These
influential stories helped shape the West's understanding of Japanese
culture. A new foreword by Professor Michael Dylan Foster sheds light
on the book's importance as a groundbreaking work of Japanese folklore,
literature and history.
47 Ronin - John Allyn 2018-08-07
Japan's most celebrated tale of honor, loyalty, and revenge—and the
basis for the 2013 Hollywood feature film, starring Keanu Reeves—47
Ronin is the epic tale of a heroic band of Samurai warriors who defied
the Japanese Emperor and avenged the honor of their fallen master. The
story begins in 1701 when the noble Lord Asano attacks an official at
court in a fit of anger. His punishment is swift and harsh; the Emperor
orders Lord Asano to commit ritual suicide (harakiri). His lands are
confiscated, his family is exiled, and his Samurai warriors are ordered to
disband—becoming Ronin or masterless, wandering renegades. While
appearing to follow the Emperor's command, the 47 Ronin plot in secret
for years, biding their time until the moment to strike is right. Like those
of the Knights of the Round Table, their deeds became legendary,
enduring as an iconic example of courage, cunning and loyalty in an age
when the Samurai were genuine heroes, and honor was worth dying for.
John Allyn's vivid retelling, with a foreword by scholar and film advisor,
Stephen Turnbull, presents this epic of Japanese literature in its correct
historical context.
Devil's Guard - George R. Elford 2008-12-18
Condemned to death for the bloodbaths of World War II, they served
their sentence—on the killing fields of Vietnam. The fascinating, true
story of the French Foreign Legion’s Nazi battalion WHAT THEY DID IN
WORLD WAS II WAS HITORY’S BLOODIEST NIGHTMARE. The ashes of
World War II were still cooling when France went to war in the jungles of
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Southeast Asia. In that struggle, its frontline troops were the misfits,
criminals, and mercenaries of the French Foreign Legion. And among
that international army of the desperate and the damned, none were so
bloodstained as the fugitive veterans of the German S.S. WHAT THEY
DID IN VIETNAM WAS ITS UGLIEST SECRET—UNTIL NOW. Loathed by
the French, feared and hated by the Vietnamese, the Germans fought not
for patriotism of glory but because fighting for France was better than
hanging from its gallows. Here now is the untold story of the killer elite
whose discipline, ferocity, and suicidal courage made them the weapon
of last resort.
Big and Little Histories - Marnie Hughes-Warrington 2021-08-17
This book introduces students to ethics in historiography through an
exploration of how historians in different times and places have
explained how history ought to be written and how those views relate to
different understandings of ethics. No two histories are the same. The
book argues that this is a good thing because the differences between
histories are largely a matter of ethics. Looking to histories made across
the world and from ancient times until today, readers are introduced to a
wide variety of approaches to the ethics of history, including well-known
ethical approaches, such as the virtue ethics of universal historians, and
utilitarian approaches to collective biography writing while also
discovering new and emerging ideas in the ethics of history. Through
these approaches, readers are encouraged to challenge their ideas about
whether humans are separate from other living and non-living things and
whether machines and animals can write histories. The book looks to the
fundamental questions posed about the nature of history making by
Indigenous history makers and asks whether the ethics at play in the
global variety of histories might be better appreciated in professional
codes of conduct and approaches to research ethics management.
Opening up the topic of ethics to show how historians might have viewed
ethics differently in the past, the book requires no background in ethics
or history theory and is open to all of those with an interest in how we
think about good histories.
47 Ronin - John Allyn 2012-09-10
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A classic tale that will captivate lovers of Japan, history, and epic
adventure alike. Japan's most celebrated tale of chivalry, loyalty and
revenge—and the basis for a Hollywood feature film starring Keanu
Reaves—47 Ronin is the epic tale of a heroic band of Samurai warriors
who defy the Japanese Emperor to avenge the honor of their fallen
master. The story begins in 1701 when the noble Lord Asano attacks an
official at court. His punishment is swift and harsh—the Emperor orders
Lord Asano to commit ritual suicide (harikiri). His lands are confiscated,
his family exiled, and his Samurai warrior brigade is
disbanded—becoming Ronin or masterless, wandering renegades. While
appearing to follow the Emperor's instructions, the 47 Ronin plot in
secret for many years, biding their time until the moment to strike is
right. Like the story of the Knights of the Round Table, the Ronin's deeds
became legendary, iconic examples of courage, cunning and loyalty in an
age when the Samurai were true heroes and honor was something worth
dying for. John Allyn's vivid retelling, with a foreword by scholar and film
advisor, Stephen Turnbull, presents this epic of Japanese literature in its
correct historical context.
Cloud of Sparrows - Takashi Matsuoka 2002-10-01
“Exotic, entertaining . . . [an] exceptional first novel.”—San Francisco
Chronicle The year is 1861. After two centuries of isolation, Japan has
opened its doors to the West. And as foreign ships threaten to rain
destruction on the Shogun’s castle in Edo, a small group of American
missionaries has arrived to spread the word of their God. They have yet
to realize that their future in Japan has already been foreseen. For a
young nobleman has dreamt that his life will be saved by an outsider in
the New Year. . . and it is said that Lord Genji has the gift of prophecy.
What happens next—when the handsome lord meets an appa rently
reformed gunslinger and a woman in flight from her own destructive
beauty—sets the stage for a remarkable adventure. For as this unlikely
band embarks on a journey through a landscape bristling with danger,
East and West, flesh and spirit, past and future, collide in ways no
one—least of all Genji—could have imagined. Praise for Cloud of
Sparrows “The book seizes you from start to finish.”—The Washington
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Post “Adventure-filled.”—Entertainment Weekly “Rich . . . with an
ambitious, unexpected ending that cuts deeper than a samurai
sword.”—San Francisco Chronicle
Wind's of Retribution - Lynn Francis 2017-10-08
A ghost of a dead emperor, a young Samurai with an unknown past, and
a monk with many secrets. Japan, 1179. Young acolyte Riku has spent his
life training for battle. Raised by the monks of his shrine, he has never
known any other life. As he struggles to understand his connection to the
kami, he suspects that his shrine is somehow different. But what are the
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monks not telling him? Riku has unknowingly inherited a powerful ability
from his mother: the ability to share his body with a demon and survive.
Now, a dark enemy wants to use that power to his own ends. Whether
Riku likes it or not. When disaster strikes the shrine, Riku is forced down
a path that the monks who raised him fought to prevent. Will he be able
to uncover the secrets to his family's past and finally understand his true
destiny? Winds of Retribution is the first book in the Blood Samurai
series. If you love your historical fantasy complete with the creatures of
Japanese folklore stalking its pages, you need to grab your copy today.
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