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Pseudoscience and Extraordinary Claims of
the Paranormal - Jonathan C. Smith 2011-09-26
Pseudoscience and Extraordinary Claims of the
Paranormal: A Critical Thinker's Toolkit provides
readers with a variety of "reality-checking" tools
to analyze extraordinary claims and to determine
their validity. Integrates simple yet powerful
evaluative tools used by both paranormal
believers and skeptics alike Introduces
innovations such as a continuum for ranking
paranormal claims and evaluating their
implications Includes an innovative "Critical
Thinker’s Toolkit," a systematic approach for
performing reality checks on paranormal claims
related to astrology, psychics, spiritualism,
parapsychology, dream telepathy, mind-overmatter, prayer, life after death, creationism, and
more Explores the five alternative hypotheses to
consider when confronting a paranormal claim
Reality Check boxes, integrated into the text,
invite students to engage in further discussion
and examination of claims Written in a lively,
engaging style for students and general readers
alike Ancillaries: Testbank and PowerPoint slides
available at www.wiley.com/go/pseudoscience
Star Trek and Philosophy - Kevin S. Decker
2008-09-01
Philosophy and space travel are characterized by
the same fundamental purpose: exploration. An
essential guide for both philosophers and

Trekkers, Star Trek and Philosophy combines a
philosophical spirit of inquiry with the beloved
television and film series to consider questions
not only about the scientific prospects of
interstellar travel but also the inward journey to
examine the human condition. The expansive
topics range from the possibilities for
communication among different cultural
backgrounds to questions about the stoic
temperament exhibited by Vulcans to Ferengi
business practices. Specifically chosen to break
new ground in exploring the philosophical
dimensions of Star Trek, these articles boldly go
where no philosopher has gone before.
Native American Literature - Lawana Trout
1999
This treasury of literature by Native American
authors allows students to listen to the voices
from America's first and oldest literature. More
than fifty tribes from the U.S. and Canada are
represented, giving readers opportunities to
explore the diversity of authors' experiences
through poetry, fiction, and nonfiction, including
the oral tradition. Two maps provide
geographical context for the readings, one
showing tribal locations and the other showing
the Trail of Tears.
Where's Andrew? - Rose Shapiro 2016-10-26
Everyone was gathered waiting for Andrew to
arrive. Only the seagull knows where Andrew is.
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Come read along to find out the seagull’s secret.
Critical Thinking - Brooke Noel Moore
2011-01-11
Imagine a class where students are actively and
personally engaged in thinking critically while
also discovering how to apply those thinking
skills in everyday life. Now imagine those same
students confidently participating in class,
working efficiently through the exercises outside
class, and performing better in the course. With
Connect Critical Thinking, students can achieve
this success. Connect Critical Thinking is a first:
a learning program with pedagogical tools that
are anchored in research on critical thinking.
Along with Moore & Parker’s engaging writing
style and the wealth of topical exercises and
examples that are relevant to students’ lives,
Connect Critical Thinking helps ensure that
students can come to class confident and
prepared. What other course provides students
with skills they can apply so broadly to success
in school and success in life?
Bioethics - Lewis Vaughn 2019-06-28
Bioethics: Principles, Issues, and Cases, Fourth
Edition, explores the philosophical, medical,
social, and legal aspects of key bioethical issues.
Opening with a thorough introduction to ethics,
bioethics, and moral reasoning, it then covers
influential moral theories and the criteria for
evaluating them. Integrating eighty-seven
readings--ten of them new to this edition-substantive introductions to each issue,
numerous classic bioethical cases, and abundant
pedagogical tools, this text addresses the most
provocative and controversial topics in bioethics.
How to Think about Weird Things - Theodore
Schick 2010-05-01
This brief, inexpensive text helps the reader to
think critically, using examples from the weird
claims and beliefs that abound in our culture to
demonstrate the sound evaluation of any claim.
The authors focus on types of logical arguments
and proofs, making How to Think about Weird
Things a versatile supplement for logic, critical
thinking, philosophy of science, or any other
science appreciation courses.
Don't Believe Everything You Think - Thomas E.
Kida 2009-09-25
Do you believe that you can consistently beat the
stock market if you put in the effort? —that some
people have extrasensory perception? —that

crime and drug abuse in America are on the
rise? Many people hold one or more of these
beliefs although research shows that they are
not true. And it’s no wonder since advertising
and some among the media promote these and
many more questionable notions. Although our
creative problem-solving capacity is what has
made humans the successful species we are, our
brains are prone to certain kinds of errors that
only careful critical thinking can correct. This
enlightening book discusses how to recognize
faulty thinking and develop the necessary skills
to become a more effective problem solver.
Author Thomas Kida identifies “the six-pack of
problems” that leads many of us unconsciously
to accept false ideas: · We prefer stories to
statistics. · We seek to confirm, not to question,
our ideas. · We rarely appreciate the role of
chance and coincidence in shaping events. · We
sometimes misperceive the world around us. ·
We tend to oversimplify our thinking. · Our
memories are often inaccurate. Kida vividly
illustrates these tendencies with numerous
examples that demonstrate how easily we can be
fooled into believing something that isn’t true. In
a complex society where success—in all facets of
life—often requires the ability to evaluate the
validity of many conflicting claims, the criticalthinking skills examined in this informative and
engaging book will prove invaluable.
Doing Philosophy: An Introduction Through
Thought Experiments - Lewis Vaughn
2012-09-04
Now in its fifth successful edition, Doing
Philosophy helps students understand the nature
and purpose of philosophical inquiry by
explaining what philosophical problems are, how
they can be solved, and why searching for
solutions is important. The book traces the
historical development of philosophical thinking
on a number of central problems and shows how
philosophical theories have evolved in response
to criticism. By introducing students to
philosophical theorizing and encouraging them
to formulate their own views, Doing Philosophy
inspires active learning and helps students
become more accomplished critical thinkers.
Critical Thinking - Gregory Bassham 2018
Fool Me Twice - Shawn Lawrence Otto
2011-10-11
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"Whenever the people are well informed,"
Thomas Jefferson wrote, "they can be trusted
with their own government." But what happens
in a world dominated by complex science? Are
the people still well-enough informed to be
trusted with their own government? And with
less than 2 percent of Congress with any
professional background in science, how can our
government be trusted to lead us in the right
direction? Will the media save us? Don't count
on it. In early 2008, of the 2,975 questions asked
the candidates for president just six mentioned
the words "global warming" or "climate change,"
the greatest policy challenge facing America. To
put that in perspective, three questions
mentioned UFOs. Today the world's major
unsolved challenges all revolve around science.
By the 2012 election cycle, at a time when
science is influencing every aspect of modern
life, antiscience views from climate-change
denial to creationism to vaccine refusal have
become mainstream. Faced with the daunting
challenges of an environment under siege, an
exploding population, a falling economy and an
education system slipping behind, our elected
leaders are hard at work ... passing resolutions
that say climate change is not real and astrology
can control the weather. Shawn Lawrence Otto
has written a behind-the-scenes look at how the
government, our politics, and the media prevent
us from finding the real solutions we need. Fool
Me Twice is the clever, outraged, and
frightening account of America's relationship
with science—a relationship that is on the rocks
at the very time we need it most.
The Lord of the Rings and Philosophy - Gregory
Bassham 2013-11-13
The Lord of the Rings is intended to be
applicable to the real world of relationships,
religion, pleasure, pain, and politics. Tolkien
himself said that his grand tale of wizards, orcs,
hobbits, and elves was aimed at truth and good
morals in the actual world. Analysis of the
popular appeal of The Lord of the Rings (on
websites and elsewhere) shows that Tolkien fans
are hungry for discussion of the urgent moral
and cosmological issues arising out of this
fantastic epic story. Can political power be
wielded for good, or must it always corrupt?
Does technology destroy the truly human? Is it
morally wrong to give up hope? Can we find

meaning in chance events? In The Lord of the
Rings and Philosophy, seventeen young
philosophy professors, all of them ardent Tolkien
fans and most of them contributors to the four
earlier volumes in the Popular Culture and
Philosophy series, address some of these
important issues and show how clues to their
solutions may be found in the imaginary world of
Middle-earth. The book is divided into five
sections, concerned with Power and the Ring,
the Quest for Happiness, Good and Evil in
Middle-earth, Time and Mortality, and the
Relevance
The Critical Thinking Toolkit - Galen A.
Foresman 2016-08-29
The Critical Thinking Toolkit is a comprehensive
compendium that equips readers with the
essential knowledge and methods for clear,
analytical, logical thinking and critique in a
range of scholarly contexts and everyday
situations. Takes an expansive approach to
critical thinking by exploring concepts from
other disciplines, including evidence and
justification from philosophy, cognitive biases
and errors from psychology, race and gender
from sociology and political science, and tropes
and symbols from rhetoric Follows the proven
format of The Philosopher’s Toolkit and The
Ethics Toolkit with concise, easily digestible
entries, “see also” recommendations that
connect topics, and recommended reading lists
Allows readers to apply new critical thinking and
reasoning skills with exercises and real life
examples at the end of each chapter Written in
an accessible way, it leads readers through
terrain too often cluttered with jargon Ideal for
beginning to advanced students, as well as
general readers, looking for a sophisticated yet
accessible introduction to critical thinking
Seinfeld and Philosophy - William Irwin
2010-08
How is Jerry like Socrates? Is it rational for
George to ''do the opposite? '' Would Simone de
Beauvoir say that Elaine is a feminist? Is Kramer
stuck in Kierkegaard's aesthetic stage? Seinfeld
and Philosophy is both an enlightening look at
the most popular sitcom of the decade and an
entertaining introduction to philosophy via
Seinfeld's plots and characters. These fourteen
essays, which explore the ideas of Plato,
Aristotle, Lao-Tzu, Heidegger, Kant, Marx,
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Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Sartre, and
Wittgenstein, will show readers how to be
masters of their philosophical domain.
Contemporary Moral Arguments - Lewis
Vaughn 2012-12-20
Taking a unique approach that emphasizes
careful reasoning, this cutting-edge reader is
structured around twenty-seven landmark
arguments that have provoked heated debates
on current ethical issues.
A Critical Introduction to the Ethics of Abortion Bernie Cantens 2019-02-07
A Critical Introduction to the Ethics of Abortion
addresses some of the most prominent and
influential arguments to the abortion debate.
These include the Being a Person verses
Functioning as a Person Argument, women's
rights vis-à-vis the rights of the foetus,
personhood as an essentially contested concept,
and a virtue ethics approach. Also covered are
central bioethical issues concerning prenatal
screening, stem cell research and cloning. Based
on a critical assessment of the evidence, the
book offers an impartial view and draws on the
importance of critical thinking and the logic of
argumentation. Providing an overview of the
legal history of abortion in the United States, it
discusses five of the most influential Supreme
Court cases on abortion law during the past fifty
years and examines the current state of abortion
law, politics and the main trends. Presenting a
balance between ethical concepts, views and
arguments, A Critical Introduction to the Ethics
of Abortion is an up-to-date introduction to the
choice of abortion illustrating the importance of
evidence, clear thinking and good arguments for
supporting one's ethical beliefs.
Hot - Mark Hertsgaard 2011-01-19
An “informative and vividly reported book” that
goes beyond the politics of climate change to
explore practical ways we can adapt and survive
(San Francisco Chronicle). Journalist Mark
Hertsgaard has reported on global warming for
outlets including the New Yorker, NPR, Time,
and Vanity Fair. But it was only after he became
a father that he started thinking about the two
billion young people worldwide who will spend
the rest of their lives coping with mounting
climate disruption. In Hot, he presents a wellresearched blueprint for how all of us―parents,
communities, companies, and countries―can

navigate this unavoidable new era. Reporting
from across the nation and around the world,
Hertsgaard provides examples of ambitious
attempts to mitigate the effects of sea-level rise,
mega-storms, famine, and other threats—and an
“urgent message . . . that citizens and
governments cannot afford to ignore” (The
Boston Globe). “This readable, passionate book
is surprisingly optimistic: Seattle, Chicago, and
New York are making long-term, comprehensive
plans for flooding and drought. Impoverished
farmers in the already drought-stricken African
Sahel have discovered how to substantially
improve yields and decrease malnutrition by
growing trees among their crops, and the
technique has spread across the region;
Bangladeshis, some of the poorest and most
flood-vulnerable yet resilient people on earth,
are developing imaginative innovations such as
weaving floating gardens from water hyacinth
that lift with rising water. Contrasting the
Netherlands’ 200-year flood plans to the New
Orleans Katrina disaster, Hertsgaard points out
that social structures, even more than
technology, will determine success, and
persuasively argues that human survival
depends on bottom-up, citizen-driven
government action.” —Publishers Weekly “His
analysis of the impact of global warming on
industries as different as winemaking and
insurance is intriguing, and his well-supported
conclusion that social change can beat back
climate change is inspiring . . . an exceptionally
productive approach to a confounding reality.”
—Booklist “This is an important book.” —Bill
McKibben
More Matrix and Philosophy - William Irwin
2005
A follow-up to The Matrix and Philosophy
considers issues of freedom, causation,
metaphysics, race, violence, and the definition of
humanity as seen through the lens of the Matrix
movies and its Animatrix anime spinoff. Original.
25,000 first printing.
A Beginner's Guide to Scientific Method Stephen S. Carey 2011-01-01
This concise yet comprehensive guide provides
an introduction to the scientific method of
inquiry as well as detailed coverage of the many
misapplications of scientific method that define
pseudoscience. Compact enough to be used as a
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supplementary book in a science class, yet
thorough enough in its coverage to be used as a
core text in a class on scientific method, this text
assists students in using the scientific method to
design and assess experiments. Important
Notice: Media content referenced within the
product description or the product text may not
be available in the ebook version.
The Power of Critical Thinking - Lewis Vaughn
2019-03
Provides the broadest range of tools, enabling
students to think critically about their lives and
the world around themThis comprehensive and
engaging introduction to critical analysis
delivers clear, step-by-step guidelines that
provide students with the tools they need to
systematically and rationally evaluate
arguments, claims, and evidence. Fully up-todate with examples from contemporary culture,
politics, andmedia, this text helps students
develop the skills they need to engage
meaningfully with the world around them.
Applying Critical Thinking to Modern Media
- Lewis Vaughn 2020-08
"This is the only book that teaches critical
thinking skills by applying them to the
consumption of modern media. The active
involvement with this vitally important area
enhances student engagement and learning and
prepares students to be independent and
intelligent consumers of information that they
encounter in their daily lives"-No Sense of Obligation - Matt Young
2001-10-31
Some of the Praise for No Sense of Obligation . .
. fascinating analysis of religious belief -- Steve
Allen, author, composer, entertainer [A] tour de
force of science and religion, reason and faith,
denoting in clear and unmistakable language
and rhetoric what science really reveals about
the cosmos, the world, and ourselves. Michael
Shermer, Publisher, Skeptic Magazine; Author,
How We Believe: The Search for God in an Age
of Science About the Book Rejecting belief
without evidence, a scientist searches the
scientific, theological, and philosophical
literature for a sign from God--and finds him to
be an allegory. This remarkable book, written in
the laypersons language, leaves no room for
unproven ideas and instead seeks hard evidence
for the existence of God. The author, a

sympathetic critic and observer of religion, finds
instead a physical universe that exists
reasonlessly. He attributes good and evil to
biology, not to God. In place of theism, the
author gives us the knowledge that the universe
is intelligible and that we are grownups,
responsible for ourselves. He finds salvation in
the here and now, and no ultimate purpose in
life, except as we define it.
How to Think about Weird Things - SCHICK
2019-02
Studyguide for How to Think about Weird
Things: Critical Thinking for a New Age by
Theodore Schick, ISBN 9780077423940 Cram101 Textbook Reviews 2014-01-01
Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again! Virtually all of
the testable terms, concepts, persons, places,
and events from the textbook are included.
Cram101 Just the FACTS101 studyguides give
all of the outlines, highlights, notes, and quizzes
for your textbook with optional online
comprehensive practice tests. Only Cram101 is
Textbook Specific. Accompanys: 9780077423940
.
Doing Philosophy - Theodore Schick 2003
Doing Philosophy helps students understand the
nature and purpose of philosophical inquiry by
explaining what philosophical problems are, how
they can be solved, and why searching for
solutions is important. By acquainting students
with philosophical theories and the thought
experiments used to test them, this text fosters
active learning and helps students become
better thinkers.
Pseudoscience and the Paranormal - Terence
Hines 2010-09-30
...sure to please both the armchair skeptic
looking for clear rebuttals to paranormal
nonsense and the scientist interested in
understanding the cognitive mechanisms
involved in supernatural beliefs.- Skeptical
InquirerI found [it] an eye-opener in everything
said....Hines writes with great insight and plain
speaking without belittling the reader with
anything but common-sense....this book has my
unreserved recommendation to be read and
thoroughly digested and deeply thought about.SFCrowsnest.co.ukTelevision, the movies, and
computer games fill the minds of their viewers
with a daily staple of fantasy, from tales of UFO
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landings, haunted houses, and communication
with the dead to claims of miraculous cures by
gifted healers or breakthrough treatments by
means of fringe medicine. The paranormal is so
ubiquitous in one form of entertainment or
another that many people easily lose sight of the
distinction between the real and the imaginary,
or they never learn to make the distinction in the
first place. In this thorough review of
pseudoscience and the paranormal in
contemporary life, psychologist Terence Hines
teaches readers how to carefully evaluate all
such claims in terms of scientific evidence.Hines
devotes separate chapters to psychics; life after
death; parapsychology; astrology; UFOs; ancient
astronauts, cosmic collisions, and the Bermuda
Triangle; faith healing; and more. New to this
second edition are extended sections on
psychoanalysis and pseudopsychologies,
especially recovered memory therapy, satanic
ritual abuse, facilitated communication, and
other questionable psychotherapies. There are
also new chapters on alternative medicine,
which is now marketed in our drug stores, and
on environmental pseudoscience, with special
emphasis on the evidence that certain
technologies like cell phones or environmental
agents like asbestos cause cancer.Finally, Hines
discusses the psychological causes for belief in
the paranormal despite overwhelming evidence
to the contrary. This valuable, highly interesting,
and completely accessible analysis critiques the
whole range of current paranormal
claims.Terence M. Hines (Pleasantville, NY) is
professor of psychology at Pace University, and
the author of the first edition of Pseudoscience
and the Paranormal.
How to Think about Weird Things - Theodore
Schick 2013-05-01
This concise and engaging text teaches the basic
principles of good reasoning through an
examination of widely held beliefs about the
paranormal, the supernatural, and the
mysterious. By explaining what distinguishes
knowledge from opinion, science from
pseudoscience, and evidence from hearsay, How
to Think about Weird Things helps the reader
develop the skills needed to tell the true from
the false and the reasonable from the
unreasonable.
The End Of Science - John Horgan 2015-04-14

As staff writer for Scientific American, John
Horgan has a window on contemporary science
unsurpassed in all the world. Who else routinely
interviews the likes of Lynn Margulis, Roger
Penrose, Francis Crick, Richard Dawkins,
Freeman Dyson, Murray Gell-Mann, Stephen Jay
Gould, Stephen Hawking, Thomas Kuhn, Chris
Langton, Karl Popper, Stephen Weinberg, and
E.O. Wilson, with the freedom to probe their
innermost thoughts? In The End Of Science,
Horgan displays his genius for getting these
larger-than-life figures to be simply human, and
scientists, he writes, "are rarely so human . . . so
at there mercy of their fears and desires, as
when they are confronting the limits of
knowledge."This is the secret fear that Horgan
pursues throughout this remarkable book: Have
the big questions all been answered? Has all the
knowledge worth pursuing become known? Will
there be a final "theory of everything" that
signals the end? Is the age of great discoverers
behind us? Is science today reduced to mere
puzzle solving and adding detains to existing
theories? Horgan extracts surprisingly candid
answers to there and other delicate questions as
he discusses God, Star Trek, superstrings,
quarks, plectics, consciousness, Neural
Darwinism, Marx's view of progress, Kuhn's view
of revolutions, cellular automata, robots, and the
Omega Point, with Fred Hoyle, Noam Chomsky,
John Wheeler, Clifford Geertz, and dozens of
other eminent scholars. The resulting narrative
will both infuriate and delight as it mindless
Horgan's smart, contrarian argument for
"endism" with a witty, thoughtful, even profound
overview of the entire scientific enterprise.
Scientists have always set themselves apart from
other scholars in the belief that they do not
construct the truth, they discover it. Their work
is not interpretation but simple revelation of
what exists in the empirical universe. But
science itself keeps imposing limits on its own
power. Special relativity prohibits the
transmission of matter or information as speeds
faster than that of light; quantum mechanics
dictates uncertainty; and chaos theory confirms
the impossibility of complete prediction.
Meanwhile, the very idea of scientific rationality
is under fire from Neo-Luddites, animal-rights
activists, religious fundamentalists, and New
Agers alike. As Horgan makes clear, perhaps the
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greatest threat to science may come from losing
its special place in the hierarchy of disciplines,
being reduced to something more akin to literaty
criticism as more and more theoreticians engage
in the theory twiddling he calls "ironic science."
Still, while Horgan offers his critique, grounded
in the thinking of the world's leading
researchers, he offers homage too. If science is
ending, he maintains, it is only because it has
done its work so well.
Beer and Philosophy - Steven D. Hales
2007-11-19
A beer-lovers' book which playfully examines a
myriad of philosophical concerns related to beer
consumption. Effectively demonstrates how real
philosophical issues exist just below the surface
of our everyday activities Divided into four
sections: The Art of the Beer; The Ethics of Beer:
Pleasures, Freedom, and Character; The
Metaphysics and Epistemology of Beer; and Beer
in the History of Philosophy Uses the context of
beer to expose George Berkeley’s views on
fermented beverages as a medical cure; to
inspect Immanuel Kant’s transcendental
idealism through beer goggles, and to sort out
Friedrich Nietzsche’s simultaneous praise and
condemnation of intoxication Written for beerlovers who want to think while they drink
Bad Arguments - Robert Arp 2018-10-29
A timely and accessible guide to 100 of the most
infamous logical fallacies in Western philosophy,
helping readers avoid and detect false
assumptions and faulty reasoning You’ll love this
book or you’ll hate it. So, you’re either with us or
against us. And if you’re against us then you
hate books. No true intellectual would hate this
book. Ever decide to avoid a restaurant because
of one bad meal? Choose a product because a
celebrity endorsed it? Or ignore what a politician
says because she’s not a member of your party?
For as long as people have been discussing,
conversing, persuading, advocating,
proselytizing, pontificating, or otherwise stating
their case, their arguments have been
vulnerable to false assumptions and faulty
reasoning. Drawing upon a long history of
logical falsehoods and philosophical flubs, Bad
Arguments demonstrates how misguided
arguments come to be, and what we can do to
detect them in the rhetoric of others and avoid
using them ourselves. Fallacies—or conclusions

that don’t follow from their premise—are at the
root of most bad arguments, but it can be easy to
stumble into a fallacy without realizing it. In this
clear and concise guide to good arguments gone
bad, Robert Arp, Steven Barbone, and Michael
Bruce take readers through 100 of the most
infamous fallacies in Western philosophy,
identifying the most common missteps, pitfalls,
and dead-ends of arguments gone awry.
Whether an instance of sunk costs, is ought,
affirming the consequent, moving the goal post,
begging the question, or the ever-popular
slippery slope, each fallacy engages with
examples drawn from contemporary politics,
economics, media, and popular culture. Further
diagrams and tables supplement entries and
contextualize common errors in logical
reasoning. At a time in our world when it is
crucial to be able to identify and challenge
rhetorical half-truths, this bookhelps readers to
better understand flawed argumentation and
develop logical literacy. Unrivaled in its breadth
of coverage and a worthy companion to its sister
volume Just the Arguments (2011), Bad
Arguments is an essential tool for undergraduate
students and general readers looking to hone
their critical thinking and rhetorical skills.
Looseleaf for How to Think About Weird Things:
Critical Thinking for a New Age - Theodore
Schick, Jr. 2019-02-01
How to Think about Weird Things, is a concise
and engaging text that offers students a step-bystep process by which to determine when a
claim is likely to be true. Schick and Vaughn
provide a course on critical thinkingemphasizing neither debunking nor advocating
specific claims, but rather explaining principles
of good reasoning that enable students to
evaluate any claim, no matter how strange, for
themselves. By teaching readers how to
distinguish good reasons from bad reasons for
believing a claim, this text helps students
improve their decision-making abilities and
provides them with a powerful weapon against
all forms of hucksterism.
Readings in the Philosophy of Science: From
Positivism to Postmodernism - Theodore Schick
1999-12-10
This anthology traces the development of
thinking in the philosophy of science from logical
positivism to the present. Subsequent articles
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often clarify or critique preceding ones. As a
result, students get a sense of how philosophical
theories develop in response to one another.
Jesus Before the Gospels - Bart D. Ehrman
2016-03-01
The bestselling author of Misquoting Jesus, one
of the most renowned and controversial Bible
scholars in the world today examines oral
tradition and its role in shaping the stories about
Jesus we encounter in the New Testament—and
ultimately in our understanding of Christianity.
Throughout much of human history, our most
important stories were passed down
orally—including the stories about Jesus before
they became written down in the Gospels. In this
fascinating and deeply researched work, leading
Bible scholar Bart D. Ehrman investigates the
role oral history has played in the New
Testament—how the telling of these stories not
only spread Jesus’ message but helped shape it.
A master explainer of Christian history, texts,
and traditions, Ehrman draws on a range of
disciplines, including psychology and
anthropology, to examine the role of memory in
the creation of the Gospels. Explaining how oral
tradition evolves based on the latest scientific
research, he demonstrates how the act of telling
and retelling impacts the story, the storyteller,
and the listener—crucial insights that challenge
our typical historical understanding of the silent
period between when Jesus lived and died and
when his stories began to be written down. As
he did in his previous books on religious
scholarship, debates on New Testament
authorship, and the existence of Jesus of
Nazareth, Ehrman combines his deep knowledge
and meticulous scholarship in a compelling and
eye-opening narrative that will change the way
we read and think about these sacred texts.
Philosophical Skepticism - Charles Landesman
2008-04-15
Philosophical Skepticism provides a selection of
texts drawn from the skeptical tradition of
Western philosophy as well as texts written by
opponents of skepticism. Taken together with
the historical introduction by Landesman and
Meeks, these texts clearly illustrate the profound
influence that skeptical stances have had on the
nature of philosophical inquiry. Draws a
selection of texts from the skeptical tradition of
Western philosophy as well as texts written by

opponents of skepticism. Spans centuries of
skeptical and anti-skeptical arguments, from
Socrates to Rorty. Includes essays by Plato,
Cicero, Diogenes Laertius, Descartes, Hume,
Kant, Kierkegaard, Russell, Quine, Nagel, and
many others. Provides a solid foundation for
further study.
Fads and Fallacies in the Name of Science Martin Gardner 2012-05-04
Fair, witty appraisal of cranks, quacks, and
quackeries of science and pseudoscience: hollow
earth, Velikovsky, orgone energy, Dianetics,
flying saucers, Bridey Murphy, food and medical
fads, and much more.
The Power of Critical Thinking - Lewis Vaughn
2016-03-01
This comprehensive and engaging introduction
to the essential components of critical analysis
uses a multidisciplinary approach to examine
how psychological and social factors can impede
clear thinking and lead to faulty reasoning.
Emphasizing the importance of critical thinking
to personaldevelopment and success, The Power
of Critical Thinking provides students with the
skills they need to engage meaningfully with the
world around them - both inside and outside of
the classroom.
A Short Course in Intellectual Self Defense Normand Baillargeon 2011-01-04
What is the relationship between democracy and
critical thinking? What must a citizen in a
democracy know to make the word democracy
meaningful? In A Short Course in Intellectual
Self-Defense, historian and educator Normand
Baillargeon provides readers with the tools to
see through the spin and jargon of everyday
politics and news reporting in order to decide for
themselves what is at stake and how to ask the
necessary questions to protect themselves from
the manipulations of the government and the
media. Whether the issue be the call to what
we’re told will be a bloodless war, the "debate"
around Intelligent Design, or the meaning of a
military expenditure, Baillargeon teaches
readers to evaluate information and sort fact
from official and media spin.
Why People Believe Weird Things - Michael
Shermer 2002-09-01
Revised and Expanded Edition. In this age of
supposed scientific enlightenment, many people
still believe in mind reading, past-life regression
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theory, New Age hokum, and alien abduction. A
no-holds-barred assault on popular superstitions
and prejudices, with more than 80,000 copies in
print, Why People Believe Weird Things debunks
these nonsensical claims and explores the very
human reasons people find otherworldly
phenomena, conspiracy theories, and cults so
appealing. In an entirely new chapter, "Why
Smart People Believe in Weird Things," Michael
Shermer takes on science luminaries like
physicist Frank Tippler and others, who hide
their spiritual beliefs behind the trappings of
science. Shermer, science historian and true
crusader, also reveals the more dangerous side
of such illogical thinking, including Holocaust
denial, the recovered-memory movement, the
satanic ritual abuse scare, and other modern

crazes. Why People Believe Strange Things is an
eye-opening resource for the most gullible
among us and those who want to protect them.
The Matrix and Philosophy - William Irwin 2002
Presents essays exploring the philosophical
themes of the motion picture "The Matrix,"
which portrays a false world created from
nothing but perceptions.
Report of the Presidential Commission on
the Space Shuttle Challenger Accident DIANE Publishing Company 1995-07
Reviews the circumstances surrounding the
Challenger accident to establish the probable
cause or causes of the accident. Develops
recommendations for corrective or other action
based upon the Commission1s findings and
determinations. Color photos, charts and tables.
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