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Pity the Reader - Kurt Vonnegut 2019-11-05
“A rich, generous book about writing and reading and Kurt Vonnegut as
writer, teacher, and friend . . . Every page brings pleasure and
insight.”—Gail Godwin, New York Times bestselling author Here is an
entirely new side of Kurt Vonnegut, Vonnegut as a teacher of writing. Of
course he’s given us glimpses before, with aphorisms and short essays
and articles and in his speeches. But never before has an entire book
been devoted to Kurt Vonnegut the teacher. Here is pretty much
everything Vonnegut ever said or wrote having to do with the writing art
and craft, altogether a healing, a nourishing expedition. His former
student, Suzanne McConnell, has outfitted us for the journey, and in
these 37 chapters covers the waterfront of how one American writer
brought himself to the pinnacle of the writing art, and we can all benefit
as a result. Kurt Vonnegut was one of the few grandmasters of American
literature, whose novels continue to influence new generations about the
ways in which our imaginations can help us to live. Few aspects of his
contribution have not been plumbed—fourteen novels, collections of his
speeches, his essays, his letters, his plays—so this fresh view of him is a
bonanza for writers and readers and Vonnegut fans everywhere. “Part
homage, part memoir, and a 100% guide to making art with words, Pity
the Reader: On Writing with Style is a simply mesmerizing book, and I
cannot recommend it highly enough!”—Andre Dubus III, #1 New York
Times bestselling author “The blend of memory, fact, keen observation,
spellbinding descriptiveness and zany characters that populated
Vonnegut’s work is on full display here.”—James McBride, National Book
Award-winning author
Rationality - Steven Pinker 2021-09-28
A TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR 2021 'Punchy, funny and invigorating ...
Pinker is the high priest of rationalism' Sunday Times 'If you've ever
considered taking drugs to make yourself smarter, read Rationality
instead. It's cheaper, more entertaining, and more effective' Jonathan
Haidt, author of The Righteous Mind In the twenty-first century,
humanity is reaching new heights of scientific understanding - and at the
same time appears to be losing its mind. How can a species that
discovered vaccines for Covid-19 in less than a year produce so much
fake news, quack cures and conspiracy theorizing? In Rationality, Pinker
rejects the cynical cliché that humans are simply an irrational species cavemen out of time fatally cursed with biases, fallacies and illusions.
After all, we discovered the laws of nature, lengthened and enriched our
lives and set the benchmarks for rationality itself. Instead, he explains,
we think in ways that suit the low-tech contexts in which we spend most
of our lives, but fail to take advantage of the powerful tools of reasoning
we have built up over millennia: logic, critical thinking, probability,
causal inference, and decision-making under uncertainty. These tools are
not a standard part of our educational curricula, and have never been
presented clearly and entertainingly in a single book - until now.
Rationality matters. It leads to better choices in our lives and in the
public sphere, and is the ultimate driver of social justice and moral
progress. Brimming with insight and humour, Rationality will enlighten,
inspire and empower. 'A terrific book, much-needed for our time' Peter
Singer
The Elements of Style - William Strunk Jr. 2018-05-11
The Elements of Style William Strunk concentrated on specific questions
of usage—and the cultivation of good writing—with the recommendation
"Make every word tell"; hence the 17th principle of composition is the
simple instruction: "Omit needless words." The book was also listed as
one of the 100 best and most influential books written in English since
1923 by Time in its 2011 list.
The Seven Words You Can't Say on Television - Steven Pinker 2008-09-04
Why do so many swear words involve sex, bodily functions and religion?
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Why are some words rude and others aren't? Why can launching into
expletives be so shocking - and sometimes so amusing? Steven Pinker
takes us on a fascinating and funny journey through the world of
profanities, taken from his bestselling The Stuff of Thought, to show us
why we swear (whatever our language or culture), how taboos change
and how we use obscenities in different ways. You'll discover that in
Québecois French the expression 'Tabernacle' is outrageous, that the
Middle Ages were littered with four-letter words, that 'scumbag' has a
very unsavoury origin and that in a certain Aboriginal language every
word is filthy when spoken in front of your mother-in-law. Covering
everything from free speech to Tourette's, from pottymouthed celebrities
to poetry, this book reveals what swearing tells us about how our minds
work. (It's also a bloody good read).
The Sense of Style - Steven Pinker 2015-09-22
"Pinker has a lot of ideas and sometimes controversial opinions about
writing and in this entertaining and instructive book he rethinks the
usage guide for the 21st century. Don't blame the internet, he says, good
writing has always been hard. It requires imagination, taking pleasure in
reading, overcoming the difficult we all have in imaging what it's like to
not know something we do know."--Publisher information.
Drive - Daniel H. Pink 2011-04-05
The New York Times bestseller that gives readers a paradigm-shattering
new way to think about motivation from the author of When: The
Scientific Secrets of Perfect Timing Most people believe that the best
way to motivate is with rewards like money—the carrot-and-stick
approach. That's a mistake, says Daniel H. Pink (author of To Sell Is
Human: The Surprising Truth About Motivating Others). In this
provocative and persuasive new book, he asserts that the secret to high
performance and satisfaction-at work, at school, and at home—is the
deeply human need to direct our own lives, to learn and create new
things, and to do better by ourselves and our world. Drawing on four
decades of scientific research on human motivation, Pink exposes the
mismatch between what science knows and what business does—and
how that affects every aspect of life. He examines the three elements of
true motivation—autonomy, mastery, and purpose-and offers smart and
surprising techniques for putting these into action in a unique book that
will change how we think and transform how we live.
First You Write a Sentence - Joe Moran 2019-08-13
“Do you want to write clearer, livelier prose? This witty primer will help.”
—The New York Times Book Review An exploration of how the most
ordinary words can be turned into verbal constellations of extraordinary
grace through the art of building sentences The sentence is the common
ground where every writer walks. A good sentence can be written (and
read) by anyone if we simply give it the gift of our time, and it is as close
as most of us will get to making something truly beautiful. Using minimal
technical terms and sources ranging from the Bible and Shakespeare to
George Orwell and Maggie Nelson, as well as scientific studies of what
can best fire the reader's mind, author Joe Moran shows how we can all
write in a way that is clear, compelling and alive. Whether dealing with
finding the ideal word, building a sentence, or constructing a paragraph,
First You Write a Sentence informs by light example: much richer than a
style guide, it can be read not only for instruction but for pleasure and
delight. And along the way, it shows how good writing can help us notice
the world, make ourselves known to others, and live more meaningful
lives. It's an elegant gem in praise of the English sentence.
The Stuff of Thought - Steven Pinker 2007-09-11
This New York Times bestseller is an exciting and fearless investigation
of language from the author of Rationality, The Better Angels of Our
Nature and The Sense of Style and Enlightenment Now. "Curious,
inventive, fearless, naughty." --The New York Times Book Review
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Bestselling author Steven Pinker possesses that rare combination of
scientific aptitude and verbal eloquence that enables him to provide lucid
explanations of deep and powerful ideas. His previous books - including
the Pulitzer Prize finalist The Blank Slate - have catapulted him into the
limelight as one of today's most important popular science writers. In
The Stuff of Thought, Pinker presents a fascinating look at how our
words explain our nature. Considering scientific questions with examples
from everyday life, The Stuff of Thought is a brilliantly crafted and highly
readable work that will appeal to fans of everything from The Selfish
Gene and Blink to Eats, Shoots & Leaves.
The Better Angels of Our Nature - Steven Pinker 2012-09-25
Presents a controversial history of violence which argues that today's
world is the most peaceful time in human existence, drawing on
psychological insights into intrinsic values that are causing people to
condemn violence as an acceptable measure.
The Digested Read - John Crace 2006
Literary ombudsman John Crace never met an important book he didnt
like to deconstruct.From Salman Rushdie to John Grisham, Crace retells
the big books in just 500 bitingly satirical words, pointing his pen at the
clunky plots, stylistic tics and pretensions to Big Ideas, as he turns
publishers golden dream books into dross. In the grand tradition of Tom
Lehrer and Stan Freberg, Crace takes the books that produce the most
media hype and retells each story in its authors inimitable style. Philip
Roth, Don Delillo, Margaret Drabble, Paul Auster, Alice Sebold, John
Updike, Tom Wolfe, Ruth Rendell, A.S. Byatt, John LeCarre, Michael
Crichton and Ian McEwan all emerge delightfully scathed in this book
that makes it easy to talk knowingly about books youve never bothered to
read or, for that matter, should have.
Coming of Age in Samoa - Margaret Mead 2014-12-11
This book is the outstanding and most frequently cited work in the field
of Anthropology. It made the author world-famous and established her as
the leader in her field for the next 50 years. One of the reasons this book
became so famous was her observation that young Samoan women
deferred marriage for many years while enjoying casual sex before
eventually choosing a husband. This led to the Sexual Revolution that
swept America in the 1960s and brought about the establishment of the
Sexual Freedom League and other organizations. The Free Love
generation idolized Margaret Mead.
And So It Goes - Charles J. Shields 2011-11-08
A New York Times Notable Book for 2011 A Washington Post Notable
Nonfiction Book for 2011 The first authoritative biography of Kurt
Vonnegut Jr., a writer who changed the conversation of American
literature. In 2006, Charles Shields reached out to Kurt Vonnegut in a
letter, asking for his endorsement for a planned biography. The first
response was no ("A most respectful demurring by me for the excellent
writer Charles J. Shields, who offered to be my biographer"). Unwilling to
take no for an answer, propelled by a passion for his subject, and already
deep into his research, Shields wrote again and this time, to his delight,
the answer came back: "O.K." For the next year—a year that ended up
being Vonnegut's last—Shields had access to Vonnegut and his letters.
And So It Goes is the culmination of five years of research and
writing—the first-ever biography of the life of Kurt Vonnegut. Vonnegut
resonates with readers of all generations from the baby boomers who
grew up with him to high-school and college students who are
discovering his work for the first time. Vonnegut's concise collection of
personal essays, Man Without a Country, published in 2006, spent fifteen
weeks on the New York Times bestseller list and has sold more than
300,000 copies to date. The twenty-first century has seen interest in and
scholarship about Vonnegut's works grow even stronger, and this is the
first book to examine in full the life of one of the most influential
iconoclasts of his time.
Philosophical Writing - A. P. Martinich 2009-02-04
Substantially updated and revised, the third edition ofPhilosophical
Writing is designed to help those with littleor no experience in
philosophy to think and write successfully. Traces the evolution of a good
philosophical essay from draftstage to completion Now includes new
examples of the structures of a philosophicalessay, new examples of
rough drafts, tips on how to study for atest and a new section on how to
utilize the interneteffectively Written with clarity and wit by a bestselling
author
The Sense of Style - Steven Pinker 2014-09-04
Bad writing can't be blamed on the Internet, or on 'the kids today'. Good
writing has always been hard: a performance requiring pretense,
empathy, and a drive for coherence. In The Sense of Style, cognitive
scientist and linguist Steven Pinker uses the latest scientific insights to
by-steven-pinker-the-sense-of-style-the-thinking-personi-1-2-s-guide-to-writing-in-the-21st-century-hardcover

bring us a style and usage guide for the 21st century. What do skilful
writers know about the link between syntax and ideas? How can we
overcome the Curse of Knowledge, the difficulty in imagining what it's
like not to know something we do? And can we distinguish the myths and
superstitions from rules that enhance clarity and grace? As Pinker
shows, everyone can improve their mastery of writing and their
appreciation of the art (yes, 'their').
The Sexual Paradox - Susan Pinker 2010-01-11
After four decades of eradicating gender barriers at work and in public
life, why do men still dominate business, politics and the most highly
paid jobs? Why do high-achieving women opt out of successful careers?
Psychologist Susan Pinker explores the illuminating answers to these
questions in her groundbreaking first book. In The Sexual Paradox,
Susan Pinker takes a hard look at how fundamental sex differences
continue to play out in the workplace. By comparing the lives of fragile
boys and promising girls, Pinker turns several assumptions upside down:
that the sexes are biologically equivalent; that smarts are all it takes to
succeed; that men and women have identical goals. If most children with
problems are boys, then why do many of them as adults overcome early
obstacles while rafts of competent, even gifted women choose jobs that
pay less or decide to opt out at pivotal moments in their careers?
Weaving interviews with men and women into the most recent
discoveries in psychology, neuroscience and economics, Pinker walks the
reader through these minefields: Are men the more fragile sex? Which
sex is the happiest at work? What does neuroscience tell us about
ambition? Why do some male school drop-outs earn more than the bright,
motivated girls who sat beside them in third grade? Pinker argues that
men and women are not clones, and that gender discrimination is just
one part of the persistent gender gap. A work world that is satisfying to
us all will recognize sex differences, not ignore them or insist that we all
be the same.
Visual Cognition - Steven Pinker 1986-01-09
These essays tackle some of the central issues in visual cognition,
presenting experimental techniques from cognitive psychology, new
ways of modeling cognitive processes on computers from artificial
intelligence, and new ways of studying brain organization from
neuropsychology, to address such questions as: How do we recognize
objects in front of us? How do we reason about objects when they are
absent and only in memory? How do we conceptualize the three
dimensions of space? Do different people do these things in different
ways? And where are these abilities located in the brain? While this
research, which appeared as a special issue of the journal Cognition, is at
the cutting edge of cognitive science, it does not assume a highly
technical background on the part of readers. The book begins with a
tutorial introduction by the editor, making it suitable for specialists and
nonspecialists alike.
The Elements of Style - William Strunk 2018-09-06
The Elements of Style ("Strunk & White") is an American English writing
style guide. It is one of the most influential and best-known prescriptive
treatments of English grammar and usage in the United States. This
book aims to give in brief space the principal requirements of plain
English style. It aims to lighten the task of instructor and student by
concentrating attention on a few essentials, the rules of usage and
principles of composition most commonly violated. In accordance with
this plan it lays down three rules for the use of the comma, instead of a
score or more, and one for the use of the semicolon, in the belief that
these four rules provide for all the internal punctuation that is required
by nineteen sentences out of twenty. Similarly, it gives in Chapter III only
those principles of the paragraph and the sentence which are of the
widest application. The book thus covers only a small portion of the field
of English style. The experience of its writer has been that once past the
essentials, students profit most by individual instruction based on the
problems of their own work, and that each instructor has his own body of
theory, which he may prefer to that offered by any textbook.
Gwynne's Grammar - N.M. Gwynne 2019-11-26
Anxious about apostrophes? In a pickle over pronouns and prepositions?
Fear not—Mr. Gwynne is here with his wonderfully concise and highly
enjoyable handbook. Within these witty, opinionated, and astonishingly
useful pages, adults and children alike will find all they need to
rediscover the neglected science of writing good English. Mr. Gwynne
believes that happiness depends at least partly on good grammar—and
Mr. Gwynne is never wrong.
The Language Instinct - Steven Pinker 2010-12-14
The classic book on the development of human language by the world’s
leading expert on language and the mind. In this classic, the world's
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expert on language and mind lucidly explains everything you always
wanted to know about language: how it works, how children learn it, how
it changes, how the brain computes it, and how it evolved. With deft use
of examples of humor and wordplay, Steven Pinker weaves our vast
knowledge of language into a compelling story: language is a human
instinct, wired into our brains by evolution. The Language Instinct
received the William James Book Prize from the American Psychological
Association and the Public Interest Award from the Linguistics Society of
America. This edition includes an update on advances in the science of
language since The Language Instinct was first published.
Style - Joseph M. Williams 2013-01-01
Engaging and direct, this is the guidebook for anyone who wants to write
well. The principles offered here help writers understand what readers
expect and encourage writers to revise to meet those expectations more
effectively.
The Scribe Method - Tucker Max 2021-04-15
Ready to write your book? So why haven’t you done it yet? If you’re like
most nonfiction authors, fears are holding you back. Sound familiar? Is
my idea good enough? How do I structure a book? What exactly are the
steps to write it? How do I stay motivated? What if I actually finish it, and
it’s bad? Worst of all: what if I publish it, and no one cares? How do I
know if I’m even doing the right things? The truth is, writing a book can
be scary and overwhelming—but it doesn’t have to be. There’s a way to
know you’re on the right path and taking the right steps. How? By using
a method that’s been validated with thousands of other Authors just like
you. In fact, it’s the same exact process used to produce dozens of big
bestsellers–including David Goggins’s Can’t Hurt Me, Tiffany Haddish’s
The Last Black Unicorn, and Joey Coleman’s Never Lose a Customer
Again. The Scribe Method is the tested and proven process that will help
you navigate the entire book-writing process from start to finish–the
right way. Written by 4x New York Times Bestselling Author Tucker Max
and publishing expert Zach Obront, you’ll learn the step-by-step method
that has helped over 1,500 authors write and publish their books. Now a
Wall Street Journal Bestseller itself, The Scribe Method is specifically
designed for business leaders, personal development gurus,
entrepreneurs, and any expert in their field who has accumulated years
of hard-won knowledge and wants to put it out into the world. Forget the
rest of the books written by pretenders. This is the ultimate resource for
anyone who wants to professionally write a great nonfiction book.
The Blank Slate - Steven Pinker 2003-08-26
A brilliant inquiry into the origins of human nature from the author of
Rationality, The Better Angels of Our Nature, and Enlightenment Now.
"Sweeping, erudite, sharply argued, and fun to read..also highly
persuasive." --Time Updated with a new afterword One of the world's
leading experts on language and the mind explores the idea of human
nature and its moral, emotional, and political colorings. With
characteristic wit, lucidity, and insight, Pinker argues that the dogma
that the mind has no innate traits-a doctrine held by many intellectuals
during the past century-denies our common humanity and our individual
preferences, replaces objective analyses of social problems with feelgood slogans, and distorts our understanding of politics, violence,
parenting, and the arts. Injecting calm and rationality into debates that
are notorious for ax-grinding and mud-slinging, Pinker shows the
importance of an honest acknowledgment of human nature based on
science and common sense.
Clear and Simple as the Truth - Francis-Noël Thomas 2017-03-14
Everyone talks about style, but no one explains it. The authors of this
book do; and in doing so, they provoke the reader to consider style, not
as an elegant accessory of effective prose, but as its very heart. At a time
when writing skills have virtually disappeared, what can be done? If only
people learned the principles of verbal correctness, the essential rules,
wouldn't good prose simply fall into place? Thomas and Turner say no.
Attending to rules of grammar, sense, and sentence structure will no
more lead to effective prose than knowing the mechanics of a golf swing
will lead to a hole-in-one. Furthermore, ten-step programs to better
writing exacerbate the problem by failing to recognize, as Thomas and
Turner point out, that there are many styles with different standards. In
the first half of Clear and Simple, the authors introduce a range of styles-reflexive, practical, plain, contemplative, romantic, prophetic, and
others--contrasting them to classic style. Its principles are simple: The
writer adopts the pose that the motive is truth, the purpose is
presentation, the reader is an intellectual equal, and the occasion is
informal. Classic style is at home in everything from business memos to
personal letters, from magazine articles to university writing. The second
half of the book is a tour of examples--the exquisite and the execrable-by-steven-pinker-the-sense-of-style-the-thinking-personi-1-2-s-guide-to-writing-in-the-21st-century-hardcover

showing what has worked and what hasn't. Classic prose is found
everywhere: from Thomas Jefferson to Junichirō Tanizaki, from Mark
Twain to the observations of an undergraduate. Here are many fine
performances in classic style, each clear and simple as the truth.
Originally published in 1994. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the
latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously
out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University
Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books
while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The
goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the
rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by
Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
How the Mind Works - Steven Pinker 2009-06-02
An assessment of human thought and behavior explores conundrums
from the mind's ability to perceive three dimensions to the nature of
consciousness, in an account that draws on beliefs in cognitive science
and evolutionary biology.
Style - Frank Laurence Lucas 1962
Style Guide - The Economist 2015-06-23
This expanded twelfth edition of the bestselling guide to style is based on
the Economist's own updated house style manual, and is an invaluable
companion for everyone who wants to communicate with the clarity,
style and precision for which the Economist is renowned. As the
introduction says, 'clarity of writing usually follows clarity of thought.'
The Economist Style Guide gives general advice on writing, points out
common errors and clichés, offers guidance on consistent use of
punctuation, abbreviations and capital letters, and contains an
exhaustive range of reference material - covering everything from
accountancy ratios and stock market indices to laws of nature and
science. Some of the numerous useful rules and common mistakes
pointed out in the guide include: *Which informs, that defines. This is the
house that Jack built. But: This house, which Jack built, is now falling
down. Discreet means circumspect or prudent; discrete means separate
or distinct. Remember that "Questions are never indiscreet. Answers
sometimes are" (Oscar Wilde). Flaunt means display, flout means disdain.
If you flout this distinction you will flaunt your ignorance Forgo means do
without; forego means go before. Fortuitous means accidental, not
fortunate or well-timed. Times: Take care. Three times more than X is
four times as much as X. Full stops: Use plenty. They keep sentences
short. This helps the reader.
My Morning Routine - Benjamin Spall 2018-05-15
ONE OF AMAZON’S BEST BUSINESS BOOKS OF 2018 ONE OF THE
FINANCIAL TIMES BUSINESS BOOKS OF THE MONTH ON RELEASE
ONE OF BUSINESS INSIDER’S BEST BUSINESS BOOKS TO READ THIS
SUMMER A guide to the early morning habits that boost your
productivity and relax you—featuring interviews with leaders like
Arianna Huffington, General Stanley McChrystal, Marie Kondo, and
more. Marie Kondo performs a quick tidying ritual to quiet her mind
before leaving the house. The president of Pixar and Walt Disney
Animation Studios, Ed Catmull, mixes three shots of espresso with three
scoops of cocoa powder and two sweeteners. Fitness expert Jillian
Michaels doesn't set an alarm, because her five-year-old jolts her from
sleep by jumping into bed for a cuddle every morning. Part instruction
manual, part someone else's diary, the authors of My Morning Routine
interviewed sixty-four of today's most successful people, including threetime Olympic gold medalist Rebecca Soni, Twitter cofounder Biz Stone,
and General Stanley McChrystal–and offer timeless advice on creating a
routine of your own. Some routines are all about early morning exercise
and spartan living; others are more leisurely and self-indulgent. What
they have in common is they don't feel like a chore. Once you land on the
right routine, you'll look forward to waking up. This comprehensive guide
will show you how to get into a routine that works for you so that you can
develop the habits that move you forward. Just as a Jenga stack is only as
sturdy as its foundational blocks, the choices we make throughout our
day depend on the intentions we set in the morning. Like it or not, our
morning habits form the stack that our whole day is built on. Whether
you want to boost your productivity, implement a workout or meditation
routine, or just learn to roll with the punches in the morning, this book
has you covered.
Do Humankind’s Best Days Lie Ahead? - Steven Pinker 2016-06-07
Progress. It is one of the animating concepts of the modern era. From the
Enlightenment onwards, the West has had an enduring belief that
through the evolution of institutions, innovations, and ideas, the human
condition is improving. This process is supposedly accelerating as new
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technologies, individual freedoms, and the spread of global norms
empower individuals and societies around the world. But is progress
inevitable? Its critics argue that human civilization has become different,
not better, over the last two and a half centuries. What is seen as a
breakthrough or innovation in one period becomes a setback or
limitation in another. In short, progress is an ideology not a fact; a way of
thinking about the world as opposed to a description of reality. In the
seventeenth semi-annual Munk Debates, which was held in Toronto on
November 6, 2015, pioneering cognitive scientist Steven Pinker and
bestselling author Matt Ridley squared off against noted philosopher
Alain de Botton and bestselling author Malcolm Gladwell to debate
whether humankind’s best days lie ahead.
Origins of the Specious - Patricia T. O'Conner 2010-08-24
Do you cringe when a talking head pronounces “niche” as NITCH? Do
you get bent out of shape when your teenager begins a sentence with
“and”? Do you think British spellings are more “civilised” than the
American versions? If you answered yes to any of those questions, you’re
myth-informed. In Origins of the Specious, word mavens Patricia T.
O’Conner and Stewart Kellerman reveal why some of grammar’s bestknown “rules” aren’t—and never were—rules at all. This playfully witty,
rigorously researched book sets the record straight about bogus word
origins, politically correct fictions, phony français, fake acronyms, and
more. Here are some shockers: “They” was once commonly used for both
singular and plural, much the way “you” is today. And an eighteenthcentury female grammarian, of all people, is largely responsible for the
all-purpose “he.” From the Queen’s English to street slang, this eyeopening romp will be the toast of grammarphiles and the salvation of
grammarphobes. Take our word for it.
Great And Precious Things - Rebecca Yarros 2020-02-25
How do you define yourself when others have already decided who you
are? Six years ago, when Camden Daniels came back from war without
his younger brother, no one in the small town of Alba, Colorado, would
forgive him—especially his father. He left, swearing never to return. But
a desperate message from his father brings it all back. The betrayal. The
pain. And the need to go home again. But home is where the one person
he still loves is waiting. Willow. The one woman he can never have.
Because there are secrets buried in Alba that are best left in the dark. If
only he could tell his heart to stay locked away when she whispers she’s
always loved him, and always will... Great and Precious Things is a heartwrenching story about family, betrayal, and ultimately how far we're
willing to go on behalf of those who need us most.
The Art of Fact - Kevin Kerrane 1998-08-03
Historical and international in scope, a unique anthology traces the
course of literary journalism and nonfiction prose from its origins in the
eighteenth century to today, from Daniel Defoe to Joseph Mitchell to
Richard Ben Cramer. 15,000 first printing.
Words and Rules - Steven Pinker 2015-07-14
"If you are not already a Steven Pinker addict, this book will make you
one." --Jared Diamond In Words and Rules, Steven Pinker explores
profound mysteries of language by picking a deceptively simple
phenomenon--regular and irregular verbs--and examining it from every
angle. With humor and verve, he covers an astonishing array of topics in
the sciences and humanities, from the history of languages to how to
simulate languages on computers to major ideas in the history of
Western philosophy. Through it all, Pinker presents a single, powerful
idea: that language comprises a mental dictionary of memorized words
and a mental grammar of creative rules. The idea extends beyond
language and offers insight into the very nature of the human mind. This
is a sparkling, eye-opening, and utterly original book by one of the
world's leading cognitive scientists.
The Sense of Style - Steven Pinker 2014-09-30
“Charming and erudite," from the author of Rationality and
Enlightenment Now, "The wit and insight and clarity he brings . . . is
what makes this book such a gem.” —Time.com Why is so much writing
so bad, and how can we make it better? Is the English language being
corrupted by texting and social media? Do the kids today even care about
good writing—and why should we care? From the author of The Better
Angels of Our Nature and Enlightenment Now. In this entertaining and
eminently practical book, the cognitive scientist, dictionary consultant,
and New York Times–bestselling author Steven Pinker rethinks the usage
guide for the twenty-first century. Using examples of great and gruesome
modern prose while avoiding the scolding tone and Spartan tastes of the
classic manuals, he shows how the art of writing can be a form of
pleasurable mastery and a fascinating intellectual topic in its own right.
The Sense of Style is for writers of all kinds, and for readers who are
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interested in letters and literature and are curious about the ways in
which the sciences of mind can illuminate how language works at its
best.
Books do Furnish a Life - Richard Dawkins 2021-05-06
'A rich feast of his essays, reviews, forewords, squibs and conversations,
in which talent and passion are married to deep knowledge.' Matt Ridley
'Enjoy the unfailing clarity of his thought and prose, as well as the
grandeur of his vision of life on Earth.' - Mark Cocker, Spectator 'Richard
Dawkins is a thunderously gifted science writer.' Sunday Times Including
conversations with Neil DeGrasse Tyson, Steven Pinker, Matt Ridley and
more, this is an essential guide to the most exciting ideas of our time and
their proponents from our most brilliant science communicator. Books
Do Furnish a Life is divided by theme, including celebrating nature,
exploring humanity, and interrogating faith. For the first time, it brings
together Richard Dawkins' forewords, afterwords and introductions to
the work of some of the leading thinkers of our age - Carl Sagan,
Lawrence Krauss, Jacob Bronowski, Lewis Wolpert - with a selection of
his reviews to provide an electrifying celebration of science writing, both
fiction and non-fiction. It is also a sparkling addition to Dawkins' own
remarkable canon of work. Plenty of other scientists write well, but no
one writes like Dawkins... here is Dawkins the teacher, the scholar, the
polemicist, the joker, the aesthete, the poet, the satirist, the man of
compassion as well as indignation, the slayer of superstition and, above
all, the scientist. - Areo Magazine
Big Ideas in Social Science - David Edmonds 2015-11-16
Are human beings less violent than before? Why do we adopt certain
moral and political judgements? Why is the gap between rich and poor
getting bigger? How do we decide which criminal policies are effective?
What is the Population Challenge for the 21st Century? What is social
science? In Big Ideas in Social Science, David Edmonds and Nigel
Warburton put these and more of our society’s burning questions to 18 of
the world’s leading social scientists including Steven Pinker, Ann Oakley,
Lawrence Sherman, Kate Pickett, Robert J. Shiller and Doreen Massey.
The result is a collection of thought-provoking discussions that span the
fields of sociology, politics, economics, criminology, geography and many
more.From the people who brought us the Philosophy Bites series, Big
Ideas in Social Science is a fascinating and accessible introduction to the
key ideas and findings of the social sciences. The interviews for this book
are based on a series of podcasts, Social Science Bites, sponsored by
SAGE. Social Science Bites was inspired by the popular Philosophy Bites
podcast (www.philosophybites.com), which was founded by David and
Nigel in 2007 and has so far had 26 million downloads. Philosophy Bites
has spawned three books, Philosophy Bites, Philosophy Bites Back and
Philosophy Bites Again.
Dreyer's English - Benjamin Dreyer 2020-08-04
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A sharp, funny grammar guide they’ll
actually want to read, from Random House’s longtime copy chief and one
of Twitter’s leading language gurus NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS
OF THE YEAR BY O: The Oprah Magazine • Paste • Shelf Awareness
“Essential (and delightful!)”—People We all write, all the time: books,
blogs, emails. Lots and lots of emails. And we all want to write better.
Benjamin Dreyer is here to help. As Random House’s copy chief, Dreyer
has upheld the standards of the legendary publisher for more than two
decades. He is beloved by authors and editors alike—not to mention his
followers on social media—for deconstructing the English language with
playful erudition. Now he distills everything he has learned from the
myriad books he has copyedited and overseen into a useful guide not just
for writers but for everyone who wants to put their best prose foot
forward. As authoritative as it is amusing, Dreyer’s English offers lessons
on punctuation, from the underloved semicolon to the enigmatic en dash;
the rules and nonrules of grammar, including why it’s OK to begin a
sentence with “And” or “But” and to confidently split an infinitive; and
why it’s best to avoid the doldrums of the Wan Intensifiers and Throat
Clearers, including “very,” “rather,” “of course,” and the dreaded
“actually.” Dreyer will let you know whether “alright” is all right
(sometimes) and even help you brush up on your spelling—though, as he
notes, “The problem with mnemonic devices is that I can never
remember them.” And yes: “Only godless savages eschew the series
comma.” Chockful of advice, insider wisdom, and fun facts, this book will
prove to be invaluable to everyone who wants to shore up their writing
skills, mandatory for people who spend their time editing and shaping
other people’s prose, and—perhaps best of all—an utter treat for anyone
who simply revels in language. Praise for Dreyer’s English “Playful,
smart, self-conscious, and personal . . . One encounters wisdom and good
sense on nearly every page of Dreyer’s English.”—The Wall Street
4/5

Downloaded from mccordia.com on by guest

Journal “Destined to become a classic.”—The Millions “Dreyer can help
you . . . with tips on punctuation and spelling. . . . Even better: He’ll
entertain you while he’s at it.”—Newsday
Connections and Symbols - Johnstone Family Professor of Psychology
Steven Pinker 1988
Connections and Symbols provides the first systematic analysis of the
explosive new field of Connectionism that is challenging the basic tenets
of cognitive science. Does intelligence result from the manipulation of
structured symbolic expressions? Or is it the result of the activation of
large networks of densely interconnected simple units? Connections and
Symbols provides the first systematic analysis of the explosive new field
of Connectionism that is challenging the basic tenets of cognitive
science. These lively discussions by Jerry A. Fodor, Zenon W. Pylyshyn,
Steven Pinker, Alan Prince, Joel Lechter, and Thomas G. Bever raise
issues that lie at the core of our understanding of how the mind works:
Does connectionism offer it truly new scientific model or does it merely
cloak the old notion of associationism as a central doctrine of learning
and mental functioning? Which of the new empirical generalizations are
sound and which are false? And which of the many ideas such as
massively parallel processing, distributed representation, constraint
satisfaction, and subsymbolic or microfeatural analyses belong together,
and which are logically independent? Now that connectionism has
arrived with full-blown models of psychological processes as diverse as
Pavlovian conditioning, visual recognition, and language acquisition, the
debate is on. Common themes emerge from all the contributors to
Connections and Symbols: criticism of connectionist models applied to
language or the parts of cognition employing language like operations;
and a focus on what it is about human cognition that supports the
traditional physical symbol system hypothesis. While criticizing many
aspects of connectionist models, the authors also identify aspects of
cognition that could he explained by the connectionist models.
Connections and Symbols is included in the Cognition Special Issue
series, edited by Jacques Mehler.
Elements of Fiction - Walter Mosley 2019-09-03
In his essential writing guide, This Year You Write Your Novel, Walter
Mosley supplied aspiring writers with the basic tools to write a novel in
one year. In this com-plementary follow up, Mosley guides the writer
through the elements of not just any fiction writing, but the kind of
writing that transcends convention and truly stands out. How does one
approach the genius of writers like Melville, Dickens, or Twain? In The
Elements of Fiction Writing, Walter Mosley contemplates the answer. In
a series of instructive and conversational chapters, Mosley demonstrates
how to master fiction's most essential elements: character and char-acter
development, plot and story, voice and narrative, context and
description, and more. The result is a vivid depiction of the writing
process, from the blank page to the first draft to rewriting, and rewriting
again. Throughout, The Elements of Fiction Writing is enriched by
brilliant demonstrative examples that Mosley himself has written here for
the first time. Inspiring, accessible, and told in a voice both trustworthy
and wise, The Elements of Fiction writing will intrigue and encourage
writers and readers alike.
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Language Learnability and Language Development, With New
Commentary by the Author - Steven Pinker 2009-06-30
In this influential study, Steven Pinker develops a new approach to the
problem of language learning. Now reprinted with new commentary by
the author, this classic work continues to be an indispensable resource in
developmental psycholinguistics. Reviews of this book: "The contribution
of [Pinker's] book lies not just in its carefully argued section on
learnability theory and acquisition, but in its detailed analysis of the
empirical consequences of his assumptions." DD--Paul Fletcher, Times
Higher Education Supplement "One of those rare books which every
serious worker in the field should read, both for its stock of particular
hypotheses and analyses, and for the way it forces one to re-examine
basic assumptions as to how one's work should be done. Its criticisms of
other approaches to language acquisition...often go to the heart of the
difficulties." DD--Michael Maratsos, Language "[A] new edition, with a
new preface from the author, of the influential monograph originally
published in 1984 in which Pinker proposed one of the most detailed
(and according to some, best) theories of language development based
upon the sequential activation of different language-acquisition
algorithms. In his new preface, the author reaches the not very modest
conclusion that, despite the time elapsed, his continues to be the most
complete theory of language development ever developed. A classic of
the study of language acquisition, in any case." DD--Infancia y
Aprendizaje [Italy]
Enlightenment Now - Steven Pinker 2019-01-15
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A NEW YORK TIMES
NOTABLE BOOK OF 2018 ONE OF THE ECONOMIST'S BOOKS OF THE
YEAR "My new favorite book of all time." --Bill Gates If you think the
world is coming to an end, think again: people are living longer,
healthier, freer, and happier lives, and while our problems are
formidable, the solutions lie in the Enlightenment ideal of using reason
and science. By the author of the new book, Rationality. Is the world
really falling apart? Is the ideal of progress obsolete? In this elegant
assessment of the human condition in the third millennium, cognitive
scientist and public intellectual Steven Pinker urges us to step back from
the gory headlines and prophecies of doom, which play to our
psychological biases. Instead, follow the data: In seventy-five jawdropping graphs, Pinker shows that life, health, prosperity, safety, peace,
knowledge, and happiness are on the rise, not just in the West, but
worldwide. This progress is not the result of some cosmic force. It is a
gift of the Enlightenment: the conviction that reason and science can
enhance human flourishing. Far from being a naïve hope, the
Enlightenment, we now know, has worked. But more than ever, it needs
a vigorous defense. The Enlightenment project swims against currents of
human nature--tribalism, authoritarianism, demonization, magical
thinking--which demagogues are all too willing to exploit. Many
commentators, committed to political, religious, or romantic ideologies,
fight a rearguard action against it. The result is a corrosive fatalism and
a willingness to wreck the precious institutions of liberal democracy and
global cooperation. With intellectual depth and literary flair,
Enlightenment Now makes the case for reason, science, and humanism:
the ideals we need to confront our problems and continue our progress.
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