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Galapagos - Kurt Vonnegut 2009-08-11
“A madcap genealogical adventure . . . Vonnegut is a postmodern Mark Twain.”—The New York Times Book
Review Galápagos takes the reader back one million years, to A.D. 1986. A simple vacation cruise suddenly
becomes an evolutionary journey. Thanks to an apocalypse, a small group of survivors stranded on the
Galápagos Islands are about to become the progenitors of a brave, new, and totally different human race. In
this inimitable novel, America’ s master satirist looks at our world and shows us all that is sadly, madly
awry–and all that is worth saving. Praise for Galápagos “The best Vonnegut novel yet!”—John Irving
“Beautiful . . . provocative, arresting reading.”—USA Today “A satire in the classic tradition . . . a dark
vision, a heartfelt warning.”—The Detroit Free Press “Interesting, engaging, sad and yet very funny . . .
Vonnegut is still in top form. If he has no prescription for alleviating the pain of the human condition, at
least he is a first-rate diagnostician.”—Susan Isaacs, Newsday “Dark . . . original and funny.”—People “A
triumph of style, originality and warped yet consistent logic . . . a condensation, an evolution of Vonnegut’s
entire career, including all the issues and questions he has pursued relentlessly for four decades.”—The
Philadelphia Inquirer “Wild details, wry humor, outrageous characters . . . Galápagos is a comic lament, a
sadly ironic vison.”—St. Louis Post-Dispatch “A work of high comedy, sadness and imagination.”—The
Denver Post “Wacky wit and irreverent imagination . . . and the full range of technical innovations have
made [Vonnegut] America’s preeminent experimental novelist.”—The Minneapolis Star and Tribune
Palm Sunday - Kurt Vonnegut 2009-09-30
“[Kurt Vonnegut] is either the funniest serious writer around or the most serious funny writer.”—Los
Angeles Times Book Review In this self-portrait by an American genius, Kurt Vonnegut writes with
beguiling wit and poignant wisdom about his favorite comedians, country music, a dead friend, a dead
marriage, and various cockamamie aspects of his all-too-human journey through life. This is a work that
resonates with Vonnegut’s singular voice: the magic sound of a born storyteller mesmerizing us with truth.
“Vonnegut is at the top of his form, and it is wonderful.”—Newsday
Complete Stories - Kurt Vonnegut 2017-09-26
Here for the first time is the complete short fiction of one of the twentieth century's foremost imaginative
geniuses. More than half of Vonnegut's output was short fiction, and never before has the world had
occasion to wrestle with it all together. Organized thematically—"War," "Women," "Science," "Romance,"
"Work Ethic versus Fame and Fortune," "Behavior," "The Band Director" (those stories featuring Lincoln
High's band director and nice guy George Hemholtz), and "Futuristic"—these ninety-eight stories were
written from 1941 to 2007, and include those Vonnegut published in magazines and collected in Welcome
to the Monkey House, Bagombo Snuff Box, and other books; here for the first time five previously
unpublished stories; as well as a handful of others that were published online and read by few. During his
lifetime Vonnegut published fewer than half of the stories he wrote, his agent telling him in 1958 upon the
rejection of a particularly strong story, "Save it for the collection of your works which will be published
someday when you become famous. Which may take a little time." Selected and introduced by longtime
Vonnegut friends and scholars Dan Wakefield and Jerome Klinkowitz, Complete Stories puts Vonnegut's
great wit, humor, humanity, and artistry on full display. An extraordinary literary feast for new readers,
Vonnegut fans, and scholars alike.
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The Cambridge Companion to American Novelists - Timothy Parrish 2013
This volume provides newly commissioned essays from leading scholars and critics on the social and
cultural history of the novel in America. It explores the work of the most influential American novelists of
the past 200 years, including Melville, Twain, James, Wharton, Cather, Faulkner, Ellison, Pynchon, and
Morrison.
The Vonnegut Effect - Jerome Klinkowitz 2012-06-05
Kurt Vonnegut is one of the few American writers since Mark Twain to have won and sustained a great
popular acceptance while boldly introducing new themes and forms on the literary cutting edge. This is the
"Vonnegut effect" that Jerome Klinkowitz finds unique among postmodernist authors. In this innovative
study of the author's fiction, Klinkowitz examines the forces in American life that have made Vonnegut's
works possible. Vonnegut shared with readers a world that includes the expansive timeline from the Great
Depression, during which his family lost their economic support, through the countercultural revolt of the
1960s, during which his fiction first gained prominence. Vonnegut also explored the growth in recent
decades of America's sway in art, which his fiction celebrates, and geopolitics, which his novels question. A
pioneer in Vonnegut studies, Jerome Klinkowitz offers The Vonnegut Effect as a thorough treatment of the
author's fiction—a canon covering more than a half century and comprising twenty books. Considering both
Vonnegut's methods and the cultural needs they have served, Klinkowitz explains how those works came to
be written and concludes with an assessment of the author's place in American fiction.
Again, Dangerous Visions - Harlan Ellison 2014-04-01
A Hugo Award–winning anthology with stories by Ursula K. Le Guin, Kurt Vonnegut, Dean Koontz, Thomas
Disch, Ben Bova, and many more. Over the course of his legendary career, Harlan Ellison has defied—and
sometimes defined—modern fantasy literature, all while refusing to allow any genre to claim him. A Grand
Master of the Science Fiction Writers of America, winner of the Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Horror Writers Association as well as winner of countless awards, including the Hugo, Nebula, Edgar Allan
Poe, and Bram Stoker, Ellison is as unpredictable as he is unique, irrepressible as he is infuriating. Again,
Dangerous Visions is the classic companion to the most essential science fiction anthology ever published,
and includes forty‐six original stories edited and with introductions by Harlan Ellison, featuring John
Heidenry, Ross Rocklynne, Ursula K. Le Guin, Andrew J. Offutt, Gene Wolfe, Ray Nelson, Ray Bradbury,
Chad Oliver, Edward Bryant, Kate Wilhelm, James B. Hemesath, Joanna Russ, Kurt Vonnegut, T. L. Sherred,
K. M. O’Donnell (Barry N. Malzberg), H. H. Hollis, Bernard Wolfe, David Gerrold, Piers Anthony, Lee
Hoffman, Gahan Wilson, Joan Bernott, Gregory Benford, Evelyn Lief, James Sallis, Josephine Saxton, Ken
McCullough, David Kerr, Burt K. Filer, Richard Hill, Leonard Tushnet, Ben Bova, Dean Koontz, James Blish
and Judith Ann Lawrence, A. Parra (y Figueredo), Thomas M. Disch, Richard A. Lupoff, M. John Harrison,
Robin Scott, Andrew Weiner, Terry Carr, and James Tiptree Jr.
The Short Fiction of Kurt Vonnegut - Peter J. Reed 1997
Extensive analysis of Vonnegut's often overlooked career as a writer of short fiction.
Mother Night - Kurt Vonnegut 2009-08-11
“Vonnegut is George Orwell, Dr. Caligari and Flash Gordon compounded into one writer . . . a zany but
moral mad scientist.”—Time Mother Night is a daring challenge to our moral sense. American Howard W.
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Campbell, Jr., a spy during World War II, is now on trial in Israel as a Nazi war criminal. But is he really
guilty? In this brilliant book rife with true gallows humor, Vonnegut turns black and white into a chilling
shade of gray with a verdict that will haunt us all. “A great artist.”—Cincinnati Enquirer “A shaking up in
the kaleidoscope of laughter . . . Reading Vonnegut is addictive!”—Commonweal
Kurt Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse-five - Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. 2009
Presents a collection of critical essays about Kurt Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse-five.
Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature - R. Reginald 2010-09
Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature, A Checklist, 1700-1974, Volume one of Two, contains an Author
Index, Title Index, Series Index, Awards Index, and the Ace and Belmont Doubles Index.
Keeping Literary Company - Jerome Klinkowitz 1998-01-01
A witty, intelligent, first-person account of what Kurt Vonnegut, Jerzy Kosinski, Donald Barthelme, and
other important writers of the last three decades wrote, how they wrote it, and what it means for the
development of American fiction.
And So It Goes - Charles J. Shields 2011-11-08
A New York Times Notable Book for 2011 A Washington Post Notable Nonfiction Book for 2011 The first
authoritative biography of Kurt Vonnegut Jr., a writer who changed the conversation of American literature.
In 2006, Charles Shields reached out to Kurt Vonnegut in a letter, asking for his endorsement for a planned
biography. The first response was no ("A most respectful demurring by me for the excellent writer Charles
J. Shields, who offered to be my biographer"). Unwilling to take no for an answer, propelled by a passion for
his subject, and already deep into his research, Shields wrote again and this time, to his delight, the answer
came back: "O.K." For the next year—a year that ended up being Vonnegut's last—Shields had access to
Vonnegut and his letters. And So It Goes is the culmination of five years of research and writing—the firstever biography of the life of Kurt Vonnegut. Vonnegut resonates with readers of all generations from the
baby boomers who grew up with him to high-school and college students who are discovering his work for
the first time. Vonnegut's concise collection of personal essays, Man Without a Country, published in 2006,
spent fifteen weeks on the New York Times bestseller list and has sold more than 300,000 copies to date.
The twenty-first century has seen interest in and scholarship about Vonnegut's works grow even stronger,
and this is the first book to examine in full the life of one of the most influential iconoclasts of his time.
Kurt Vonnegut - John Tomedi 2013
One of the twentieth century's most preeminent novelists, Vonnegut satirically explored the wrongs of
humanity, most notably in;Slaughterhouse-Five;and;Cat's Cradle.
Kurt Vonnegut - Kevin Alexander Boon 2013-08-01
Kurt Vonnegut was an American novelist, short story writer, playwright and also published five works of
non-fiction. His careers spans 50 years. This book features an in-depth look the life of the author as well as
a close examination of the most widely-read of his works. Plot summary, excerpts, character analysis, and
themes for each work covered are revealed. Critical analysis from differing points of view of the work is
also presented. With this informational book, students learn how to identify themes, analyze how elements
in the text interact and how to identify the informational context behind fictional treatment of words.
Vonnegut in Fact - Jerome Klinkowitz 2012-06-05
Vonnegut in Fact offers a thorough assessment of the artistry of Kurt Vonnegut, known not only as the bestselling author of Slaughterhouse-Five, Timequake, and a dozen other novels, but also as the most widely
recognized public spokesperson among writers since Mark Twain. Jerome Klinkowitz traces the emergence
of Vonnegut's nonfiction since the 1960s, when commentary and feature journalism replaced the rapidly
dying short story market. Offering close readings and insightful criticism of Vonnegut's three major works
of nonfiction, his many uncollected pieces, and his unique manner of public speaking, Klinkowitz explains
how Vonnegut's personal visions developed into a style of great public responsibility that mirrored the
growth of his fiction. Klinkowitz views his subject as a gentle manipulator of popular forms and an
extremely personable figure; what might seem radically innovative and even iconoclastic in his fiction
becomes comfortably avuncular and familiarly American when followed to its roots in his public
spokesmanship.
Contemporary American Fiction - Kenneth Millard 2000
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Millard leads the interpretation of post-1970 fiction by addressing particular authors and themes.
Uncanny Bodies - Robert Spadoni 2007-09-04
“Through meticulous historical research, Spadoni in Uncanny Bodies provides a fine understanding of the
aesthetic and cultural context in which the original Universal film version of Dracula appeared. Through
analyses of films that came before and after, he successfully restores Dracula's strangeness for a
contemporary audience, a strangeness that reflects the rapidly evolving conventions of the early sound film.
A significant contribution to reception studies, Uncanny Bodies makes us see why Dracula, while holding
little terror for subsequent audiences, is nevertheless both a foundational work for the horror film, and also,
paradoxically, an anomaly, one effectively overshadowed by Frankenstein.”—William Paul, author of
Laughing Screaming: Modern Hollywood Horror and Comedy "Uncanny Bodies is a pleasure to read. I know
of no other work that has looked as closely at early sound and horror films to make a persuasive argument
about horror's relation to the beginnings of sound film. Given the voluminous literature on Universal horror
films, Spadoni presents some very original ideas and frames his inquiry in an interesting way."—JanChristopher Horak, editor of Lovers of Cinema: The First American Film Avant-Garde, 1919-1945
Canary in a Cat House - Kurt Vonnegut 1976
Vonnegut's first collection of short stories, includes 12 wickedly funny stories told as only Vonnegut can.
Breakfast of Champions - Kurt Vonnegut 2009-09-23
“Marvelous . . . [Vonnegut] wheels out all the complaints about America and makes them seem fresh, funny,
outrageous, hateful and lovable.”—The New York Times In Breakfast of Champions, one of Kurt Vonnegut’s
most beloved characters, the aging writer Kilgore Trout, finds to his horror that a Midwest car dealer is
taking his fiction as truth. What follows is murderously funny satire, as Vonnegut looks at war, sex, racism,
success, politics, and pollution in America and reminds us how to see the truth. “Free-wheeling, wild and
great . . . uniquely Vonnegut.”—Publishers Weekly
Deadeye Dick - Kurt Vonnegut 2009-10-07
“The master at his quirky, provocative best.”—Cosmopolitan Deadeye Dick is Kurt Vonnegut’s funny,
chillingly satirical look at the death of innocence. Amid a true Vonnegutian host of horrors—a double
murder, a fatal dose of radioactivity, a decapitation, an annihilation of a city by a neutron bomb—Rudy
Waltz, aka Deadeye Dick, takes us along on a zany search for absolution and happiness. Here is a tale of
crime and punishment that makes us rethink what we believe . . . and who we say we are. Praise for
Deadeye Dick “A moving fable . . . Vonnegut, sweet cynic and ugly duckling, continues to write gentle swan
songs for our uncivil society.”—Playboy “A brilliantly unconventional novel . . . a must for all Vonnegut
fans.”—Worcester Sunday Telegram “Hits the bull’s-eye . . . dolefully celebrates the randomness of life,
treating private and public disasters with a kind of reckless whimsy. . . . You don’t read Kurt Vonnegut for
meaning exactly. You read him for the sad-funny attitude of mind, the kind of weirdness that can interpret
the world’s weirdness.”—USA Today “Vonnegut is beguiling as ever . . . Incredible plot constructions and
inventive language continue to leap from his typewriter . . . the humor is natural and inborn; the insight
usually purchased by his characters at painfully high cost. Funny how life turns out. Even funnier how Mr.
Vonnegut turns life’s insanities into funny, profound sense. That takes a master’s touch. Mr. Vonnegut still
has it.”—Kansas City Star “Playful and imaginative . . . On finishing the novel, the kitchen of your mind is a
cleaner and more well-lighted place than it was before.”—Houston Chronicle “Endearing and enchanting . .
. a wise and charming book . . . very full of life.”—Glamour
Jailbird - Kurt Vonnegut 2010-07-28
“[Kurt Vonnegut] has never been more satirically on-target. . . . Nothing is spared.”—People Jailbird takes
us into a fractured and comic, pure Vonnegut world of high crimes and misdemeanors in government—and
in the heart. This wry tale follows bumbling bureaucrat Walter F. Starbuck from Harvard to the Nixon
White House to the penitentiary as Watergate’s least known co-conspirator. But the humor turns dark when
Vonnegut shines his spotlight on the cold hearts and calculated greed of the mighty, giving a razor-sharp
edge to an unforgettable portrait of power and politics in our times. Praise for Jailbird “[Vonnegut] is our
strongest writer . . . the most stubbornly imaginative.”—John Irving “A gem . . . a mature, imaginative
novel—possibly the best he has written . . . Jailbird is a guided tour de force of America. Take it!”—Playboy
“A profoundly humane comedy . . . Jailbird definitely mounts up on angelic wings—in its speed, in its
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sparkle, and in its high-flying intent.”—Chicago Tribune Book World “Joyously inventive . . . gleams with the
loony magic Vonnegut alone can achieve.”—Cosmopolitan “Vonnegut is our great apocalyptic writer, the
closest thing we’ve had to a prophet since . . . Lenny Bruce.”—Chicago Sun-Times “Vonnegut at his
impressive best. . . . His imaginative leaps alone . . . are worth the price of admission. . . . His far-reaching
metaphysical and cultural concerns . . . are ultimately serious and worth our contemplation.”—The
Washington Post
Behaving Decently - Wayne Laufert 2022-06-21
Kurt Vonnegut and humanism go hand in hand. In Behaving Decently: Kurt Vonnegut’s Humanism, Wayne
Laufert examines how Vonnegut revealed his moral philosophy through the themes and characters in his
work and through his public comments. Topic by topic, Vonnegut’s written and spoken views are explored,
from his first novel, Player Piano (1952), through his antiwar masterpiece, Slaughterhouse-Five (1969), to
the collections of his fiction and nonfiction that appear up till today, long after his death in 2007. His
speeches, essays, interviews, and journalism, which support and expand upon the sentiments in his novels,
receive proper consideration in this conversational overview of Vonnegut’s life and career. Religion, war,
politics, science, art—these subjects and more are seen through Vonnegut’s perspective and are placed
within a larger humanistic outlook. His most famous creation, the old science fiction writer Kilgore Trout,
gets his own chapter too. Vonnegut called himself a “Christ-worshiping agnostic,” a term that Behaving
Decently analyzes in the context of his upbringing as a freethinker, his wartime experience, his time in the
corporate world, and other factors that formed his values. Those values are perhaps best expressed by his
character Eliot Rosewater, the damaged, super-rich philanthropist: “God damn it, you’ve got to be kind.”
Vonnegut’s real and imagined selves were incorporated into Kurt Vonnegut the author, the public speaker,
the interview subject, and even the character that appears in some of his books. After all, he wrote, “I
myself am a work of fiction.” That funny, wise, sometimes depressed persona was humanistic. Behaving
Decently shows the reader how Kurt Vonnegut reminded us to take small steps along hopeful paths to
kindness and community and dignity and art—and farting around.
Look at the Birdie - Kurt Vonnegut 2009-10-20
“Relentlessly fun to read.”—Dave Eggers • A collection of fourteen previously unpublished short stories
from one of the most original writers in all of American fiction In this series of perfectly rendered vignettes,
written just as he was starting to find his comic voice, Kurt Vonnegut paints a warm, wise, and funny
portrait of life in post–World War II America—a world where squabbling couples, high school geniuses,
misfit office workers, and small-town lotharios struggle to adapt to changing technology, moral ambiguity,
and unprecedented affluence. Here are tales both cautionary and hopeful, each brimming with Vonnegut’s
trademark humor and profound humanism. A family learns the downside of confiding their deepest secrets
into a magical invention. A man finds himself in a Kafkaesque world of trouble after he runs afoul of the
shady underworld boss who calls the shots in an upstate New York town. A quack psychiatrist turned
“murder counselor” concocts a novel new outlet for his paranoid patients. While these stories reflect the
anxieties of the postwar era that Vonnegut was so adept at capturing—and provide insight into the
development of his early style—collectively, they have a timeless quality that makes them just as relevant
today as when they were written. It’s impossible to imagine any of these pieces flowing from the pen of
another writer; each in its own way is unmistakably, quintessentially Vonnegut. Featuring a foreword by
author and longtime Vonnegut confidant Sidney Offit and illustrated with Vonnegut’s characteristically
insouciant line drawings, Look at the Birdie is an unexpected gift for readers who thought his unique voice
had been stilled forever—and serves as a terrific introduction to his short fiction for anyone who has yet to
experience his genius. Includes these never-before-published stories: “Confido” “FUBAR” “Shout About It
from the Housetops” “Ed Luby’s Key Club” “A Song for Selma” “Hall of Mirrors” “The Nice Little People”
“Hello, Red” “Little Drops of Water” “The Petrified Ants” “The Honor of a Newsboy” “Look at the Birdie”
“King and Queen of the Universe” “The Good Explainer” “[Look at the Birdie] brings us the late writer’s
young voice as he skewers—sometimes gently, always lethally—post World War II America.”—The Boston
Globe
Slaughterhouse-Five - Kurt Vonnegut 1999-01-12
Kurt Vonnegut’s masterpiece, Slaughterhouse-Five is “a desperate, painfully honest attempt to confront the
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monstrous crimes of the twentieth century” (Time). Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best
novels of all time Slaughterhouse-Five, an American classic, is one of the world’s great antiwar books.
Centering on the infamous World War II firebombing of Dresden, the novel is the result of what Kurt
Vonnegut described as a twenty-three-year struggle to write a book about what he had witnessed as an
American prisoner of war. It combines historical fiction, science fiction, autobiography, and satire in an
account of the life of Billy Pilgrim, a barber’s son turned draftee turned optometrist turned alien abductee.
As Vonnegut had, Billy experiences the destruction of Dresden as a POW. Unlike Vonnegut, he experiences
time travel, or coming “unstuck in time.” An instant bestseller, Slaughterhouse-Five made Kurt Vonnegut a
cult hero in American literature, a reputation that only strengthened over time, despite his being banned
and censored by some libraries and schools for content and language. But it was precisely those elements
of Vonnegut’s writing—the political edginess, the genre-bending inventiveness, the frank violence, the
transgressive wit—that have inspired generations of readers not just to look differently at the world around
them but to find the confidence to say something about it. Authors as wide-ranging as Norman Mailer, John
Irving, Michael Crichton, Tim O’Brien, Margaret Atwood, Elizabeth Strout, David Sedaris, Jennifer Egan,
and J. K. Rowling have all found inspiration in Vonnegut’s words. Jonathan Safran Foer has described
Vonnegut as “the kind of writer who made people—young people especially—want to write.” George
Saunders has declared Vonnegut to be “the great, urgent, passionate American writer of our century, who
offers us . . . a model of the kind of compassionate thinking that might yet save us from ourselves.” More
than fifty years after its initial publication at the height of the Vietnam War, Vonnegut’s portrayal of
political disillusionment, PTSD, and postwar anxiety feels as relevant, darkly humorous, and profoundly
affecting as ever, an enduring beacon through our own era’s uncertainties.
Contemporary American Novelists of the Absurd - Charles H. Harris 1972-07
Examines the themes and styles of the absurdist novelists Joseph Heller, Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., Thomas
Pynchon, and John Barth
Kurt Vonnegut Remembered - Jim O'Loughlin 2019-03-26
A collection of reminiscences that illuminate the career and private life of the iconic author of
'Slaughterhouse-Five' Kurt Vonnegut (1922-2007), who began his writing career working for popular
magazines, held both literary aspirations and an attraction to genre fiction. His conspicuous refusal to
respect literary boundaries was part of what made him a countercultural icon in the 1960s and 1970s.
Vonnegut's personal life was marked in large part by public success and private turmoil. Two turbulent
marriages, his sudden adoption of his late sister's four children (and the equally sudden removal of one of
those children), and a mid-eighties suicide attempt all signaled the extent of Vonnegut's inner troubles. Yet,
he was a generous friend to many, maintaining close correspondences throughout his life. Kurt Vonnegut
Remembered gathers reminiscences--by those who knew him intimately, and from those met him only once-that span Vonnegut's entire life. Among the anecdotes in this collection are remembrances from his
immediate family, reflections from his comrades in World War II, and tributes from writers he worked with
in Iowa City and from those who knew him when he was young. Editor Jim O'Loughlin offers biographical
notes on Vonnegut's relationship with each of these figures. Since Vonnegut's death, much has been written
on his life and work, but this new volume offers a more generous view of his life, particularly his last years.
In O'Loughlin's introduction to the volume, he argues that we can locate and understand Vonnegut's best
self through his public persona, and that in his performance as the kind and humane figure that many of the
speakers here knew him as, Vonnegut became a better person than he ever felt himself to be.
Kurt Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse-five - Harold Bloom 2007
Discusses the characters, plot and writing of Slaughterhouse-five by Kurt Vonnegut. Includes critical essays
on the novel and a brief biography of the author.
The Sirens of Titan - Kurt Vonnegut 1998-09-08
“[Kurt Vonnegut’s] best book . . . He dares not only ask the ultimate question about the meaning of life, but
to answer it.”—Esquire Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American
Read The Sirens of Titan is an outrageous romp through space, time, and morality. The richest, most
depraved man on Earth, Malachi Constant, is offered a chance to take a space journey to distant worlds
with a beautiful woman at his side. Of course there’ s a catch to the invitation–and a prophetic vision about
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the purpose of human life that only Vonnegut has the courage to tell. “Reading Vonnegut is
addictive!”—Commonweal
A Delicate Aggression - David O. Dowling 2019-03-26
A vibrant history of the renowned and often controversial Iowa Writers' Workshop and its celebrated alumni
and faculty As the world's preeminent creative writing program, the Iowa Writers' Workshop has produced
an astonishing number of distinguished writers and poets since its establishment in 1936. Its alumni and
faculty include twenty-eight Pulitzer Prize winners, six U.S. poet laureates, and numerous National Book
Award winners. This volume follows the program from its rise to prominence in the early 1940s under
director Paul Engle, who promoted the "workshop" method of classroom peer criticism. Meant to simulate
the rigors of editorial and critical scrutiny in the publishing industry, this educational style created an
environment of both competition and community, cooperation and rivalry. Focusing on some of the
exceptional authors who have participated in the program--such as Flannery O'Connor, Dylan Thomas, Kurt
Vonnegut, Jane Smiley, Sandra Cisneros, T. C. Boyle, and Marilynne Robinson--David Dowling examines
how the Iowa Writers' Workshop has shaped professional authorship, publishing industries, and the course
of American literature.
Who's Who of Twentieth Century Novelists - Tim Woods 2008-02-21
Taking in novelists from all over the globe, from the beginning of the century to the present day, this is the
most comprehensive survey of the leading lights of twentieth century fiction. Superb breadth of coverage
and over 800 entries by an international team of contributors ensures that this fascinating and wideranging work of reference will be invaluable to anyone with an interest in modern fiction. Authors included
range from Joseph Conrad to Albert Camus and Franz Kafka to Chinua Achebe. Who's Who of Twentieth
Century Novelists gives a superb insight into the richness and diversity of the twentieth century novel.
Slapstick or Lonesome No More! - Kurt Vonnegut 1999-05-11
“Some of the best and most moving Vonnegut.”—San Francisco Chronicle Slapstick presents an apocalyptic
vision as seen through the eyes of the current King of Manhattan (and last President of the United States),
a wickedly irreverent look at the all-too-possible results of today’s follies. But even the end of life-as-weknow-it is transformed by Kurt Vonnegut’s pen into hilarious farce—a final slapstick that may be the
Almighty’s joke on us all. “Both funny and sad . . . just about perfect.”—Los Angeles Times “Imaginative and
hilarious . . . a brilliant vision of our wrecked, wacked-out future.”—Hartford Courant
Comedy-Horror Films - Bruce G. Hallenbeck 2009-08-11
Fun and fright have long been partners in the cinema, dating back to the silent film era and progressing to
the Scary Movie franchise and other recent releases. This guide takes a comprehensive look at the comedyhorror movie genre, from the earliest stabs at melding horror and hilarity during the nascent days of silent
film, to its full-fledged development with The Bat in 1926, to the Abbott and Costello films pitting the
comedy duo against Frankenstein’s Monster, the Mummy and other Universal Studio monsters, continuing
to such recent cult hits as Shaun of the Dead and Black Sheep. Selected short films such as Tim Burton’s
Frankenweenie are also covered. Photos and promotional posters, interviews with actors and a filmography
are included.
The Mammoth Encyclopedia of Science Fiction - George Mann 2012-03-01
This encyclopedia is the most up-to-date, concise, clear and affordable guide to all aspects of science
fiction, from its background to generic themes and devices, from authors (established and new) to films.
Science fiction has evolved into one of the most popular, cutting-edge and exciting fiction geners, with a
proliferation of modern and classic authors, themes and ideas, movies, TV series and awards. Arranged in
an A-Z format, and featuring a comprehensive index and cross-referencing system, The Mammoth
Encyclopedia of Science Fiction is also the most accessible and easy to use encyclopedia of its kind
currently available.
Kurt Vonnegut and the American Novel - Robert T. Tally, Jr. 2011-08-11
The novels of Kurt Vonnegut depict a profoundly absurd and distinctly postmodern world. But in this
critical study, Robert Tally argues that Vonnegut himself is actually a modernist, who is less interested in
indulging in the free play of signifiers than in attempting to construct a model that could encompass the
American experience at the end of the twentieth century. As a modernist wrestling with a postmodern
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condition, Vonnegut makes use of diverse and sometimes eccentric narrative techniques (such as
metafiction, collage, and temporal slippages) to project a comprehensive vision of life in the United States.
Vonnegut's novels thus become experiments in making sense of the radical transformations of self and
society during that curious, unstable period called, perhaps ironically, the 'American Century.' An untimely
figure, Vonnegut develops a postmodern iconography of American civilization while simultaneously
acknowledging the impossibility of a truly comprehensive representation.
Bluebeard - Kurt Vonnegut 2009-10-14
“Ranks with Vonnegut’s best and goes one step beyond . . . joyous, soaring fiction.”—The Atlanta Journal
and Constitution Broad humor and bitter irony collide in this fictional autobiography of Rabo Karabekian,
who, at age seventy-one, wants to be left alone on his Long Island estate with the secret he has locked
inside his potato barn. But then a voluptuous young widow badgers Rabo into telling his life story—and
Vonnegut in turn tells us the plain, heart-hammering truth about man’s careless fancy to create or destroy
what he loves. Praise for Bluebeard “Vonnegut is at his edifying best.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer “The
quicksilver mind of Vonnegut is at it again. . . . He displays all his talents—satire, irony, ridicule, slapstick,
and even a shaggy dog story of epic proportions.”—The Cincinnati Post “[Kurt Vonnegut is] a voice you can
trust to keep poking holes in the social fabric.”—San Francisco Chronicle “It has the qualities of classic
Bosch and Slaughterhouse Vonnegut. . . . Bluebeard is uncommonly feisty.”—USA Today “Is Bluebeard
good? Yes! . . . This is vintage Vonnegut—good wine from his best grapes.”—The Detroit News “A joyride . .
. Vonnegut is more fascinated and puzzled than angered by the human stupidities and contradictions he
discerns so keenly. So hop in his rumble seat. As you whiz along, what you observe may provide some new
perspectives.”—Kansas City Star
Cat's Cradle - Kurt Vonnegut 2009-11-04
“A free-wheeling vehicle . . . an unforgettable ride!”—The New York Times Cat’s Cradle is Kurt Vonnegut’s
satirical commentary on modern man and his madness. An apocalyptic tale of this planet’s ultimate fate, it
features a midget as the protagonist, a complete, original theology created by a calypso singer, and a vision
of the future that is at once blackly fatalistic and hilariously funny. A book that left an indelible mark on an
entire generation of readers, Cat’s Cradle is one of the twentieth century’s most important works—and
Vonnegut at his very best. “[Vonnegut is] an unimitative and inimitable social satirist.”—Harper’s Magazine
“Our finest black-humorist . . . We laugh in self-defense.”—Atlantic Monthly
Critical Companion to Kurt Vonnegut - Susan Farrell 2009
Kurt Vonnegut is one of the most popular and admired authors of post-war American literaturefamous both
for his playful and deceptively simple style as well as for his scathing critiques of social injustice and war.
Criti.
Kurt Vonnegut's America - Jerome Klinkowitz 2012-06-05
Kurt Vonnegut's death in 2007 marked the passing of a major force in American life and letters. Jerome
Klinkowitz, one of the earliest and most prolific authorities on Vonnegut, examines the long dialogue
between the author and American culture—a conversation that produced fourteen novels and hundreds of
short stories and essays. Kurt Vonnegut's America integrates discussion of the fiction, essays, and lectures
with personal exchanges and biographical sketches to map the complex symbiotic relationship between
Vonnegut's work and the cultural context from which it emerged—and which it in turn helped shape.
Following an introduction characterizing Vonnegut as Klinkowitz came to know him over the course of their
friendship, this study charts the impact of Vonnegut on American society and of that society on Vonnegut
for more than a half-century to illustrate how each informed the other. Among his artistic peers, Vonnegut
was uniquely gifted at anticipating and articulating the changing course of American culture. Kurt
Vonnegut's America shows us that Vonnegut achieved greatness by passing his own test—opening the eyes
of his audience to help them better understand their roles and possibilities in the common culture they both
shared and crafted.
Dead Canaries Don't Sing - Cynthia Baxter 2007-12-18
As a veterinarian, she’s more experienced with paw prints than fingerprints. But thanks to her dogged
persistence and her knack for landing on her feet, Jessie’s got murder on a very short leash. The sun is
barely up and the day is already going to the dogs. Literally. As Dr. Jessica Popper embarks on a house call
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to a local horse farm, her one-eyed Dalmatian, Lou, and her tailless Westie, Max, stumble upon something
unexpected: a corpse half buried in the woods. As Max happily digs up the dead canary planted near the
body, Jessie realizes that this corpse was clearly about to sing. But about what? Or whom?Enlisting the aid
of her on-again, off-again lover, PI Nick Burby, Jess applies the stubbornness of a bloodhound and the agile
moves of a cat to identify a menagerie of suspects…including one who wants her off the case badly enough
to kill again.
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A Study Guide to Kurt Vonnegut's Harrison Bergeron - Gale, Cengage Learning 2015-09-15
A Study Guide to Kurt Vonnegut's "Harrison Bergeron," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for
Students.This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study
questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project,
trust Short Stories for Students for all of your research needs.
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