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Dalit Feminist Theory - Sunaina Arya
2019-09-09
Dalit Feminist Theory: A Reader radically
redefines feminism by introducing the category
of Dalit into the core of feminist thought. It
supplements feminism by adding caste to its
study and praxis; it also re-examines and
rethinks Indian feminism by replacing it with a
new paradigm, namely, that caste-based feminist
inquiry offers the only theoretical vantage point
for comprehensively addressing gender-based
injustices. Drawing on a variety of disciplines,
the chapters in the volume discuss key themes
such as Indian feminism versus Dalit feminism;
the emerging concept of Dalit patriarchy; the
predecessors of Dalit feminism, such as Phule
and Ambedkar; the meaning and value of lived
experience; the concept of Difference; the
analogical relationship between Black feminism
and Dalit feminism; the intersectionality debate;
and the theory-versus-experience debate. They
also provide a conceptual, historical, empirical
and philosophical understanding of feminism in
India today. Accessible, essential and ingenious
in its approach, this book is for students,
teachers and specialist scholars, as well as
activists and the interested general reader. It
will be indispensable for those engaged in
gender studies, women’s studies, sociology of
caste, political science and political theory,
philosophy and feminism, Ambedkar studies, and
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for anyone working in the areas of caste, class or
gender-based discrimination, exclusion and
inequality.
The Numerical Discourses of the Buddha 2012-11-13
Like the River Ganges flowing down from the
Himalayas, the entire Buddhist tradition flows
down to us from the teachings and deeds of the
historical Buddha, who lived and taught in India
during the fifth century B.C.E. To ensure that his
legacy would survive the ravages of time, his
direct disciples compiled records of the
Buddha's teachings soon after his passing. In the
Theravada Buddhist tradition, which prevails in
Sri Lanka and Southeast Asia, these records are
regarded as the definitive "word of the Buddha."
Preserved in Pali, an ancient Indian language
closely related to the language that the Buddha
spoke, this full compilation of texts is known as
the Pali Canon. At the heart of the Buddha's
teaching were the suttas (Sanskrit sutras), his
discourses and dialogues. If we want to find out
what the Buddha himself actually said, these are
the most ancient sources available to us. The
suttas were compiled into collections called
"Nikayas," of which there are four, each
organized according to a different principle. The
Digha Nikaya consists of longer discourses; the
Majjhima Nikaya of middle-length discourses;
the Samyutta Nikaya of thematically connected
discourses; and the Anguttara Nikaya of
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numerically patterned discourses. The present
volume, which continues Wisdom's famous
Teachings of the Buddha series, contains a full
translation of the Anguttara Nikaya. The
Anguttara arranges the Buddha's discourses in
accordance with a numerical scheme intended to
promote retention and easy comprehension. In
an age when writing was still in its infancy, this
proved to be the most effective way to ensure
that the disciples could grasp and replicate the
structure of a teaching.
Post-Hindu India - Kancha Ilaiah 2009-11-20
This book is entirely different from books that
have been written on Indian civil societal
relations, spiritual character, political economy,
philosophical foundations, scientific roots,
cultural essence, and historicity. It takes a
journey from tribals upwards and looks at the
pyramid of the communities in an inverse order.
This book is an excise in new methodology,
pedagogy, analysis, and synthesization of
knowledge. Every chapter in this book reads like
a new innovation in Indian social anthropology.
It draws a different map for the future of this
nation and its intellectual history.
Buddhism in India - Gail Omvedt 2003-08-05
This book is an historical survey of Buddhism in
India and shows how over a period of 2500
years, Buddhism has been engaged in a struggle
against caste-hierarchy. It has challenged
Brahmanism, the main exploitative system of
traditional Indian society, and instead
endeavoured to build religious egalitarianism.
The book focuses on the question of what is the
'core' element in Buddhist Dhamma, on what
role it has played in the development of Indian
civilization, and the changed perspective of
Buddhism in a modern industrial age. The
author starts with the rise of Buddhism in the
middle of the second millenium BC amidst
crucial cultural and social developments. The
teachings of Buddha and the different forms of
Buddhism have been discussed. Here the
contrast between Buddhism and Brahmanism
with regard to the caste system, the origin and
role of state, the approach to various social
groups and the position of women is well
defined. The author examines the civilizational
impact of Buddhism, its connections with ancient
India's leading role in trade, its spread and
popularity in South and Southeast Asia, its role
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in fostering a dynamic and open society as
against the hierarchical, village-bound, castedefined Brahmanical social system. Then came
the defeat of Buddhism in India and the
reassertion of Brahmanism. For centuries
Buddhism retreated to what some term as its
'underground survival'. Its relationship with the
syncretist Bhakti movement has been another
important aspect of the book. Finally the revival
of Buddhism in the nineteenth century, the dalitbased success of the religion under Ambedkar
and its future in India have been studied. The
author argues that Ambedkarian Buddhism can
serve as a powerful force for reconstructing
society in a new and challenging millenium.
The Bakhtin Circle - Craig Brandist 2002-05-20
The group of intellectuals that surrounded
literary theorist Mikhail Bakhtin has come to be
known as the Bakhtin Circle and have come to
be quite influential in the field of cultural
criticism. Brandist (Bakhtin Centre, Sheffield U.,
UK) examines the sources of their thinking,
arguing that they were significantly less
innovative in thought than many might suppose.
He characterizes the Circle's contribution as an
ongoing engagement with several intellectual
traditions, attempting to put that engagement
into the context of the social and political
circumstances surrounding them. Distributed by
Stylus Publishing. Annotation copyrighted by
Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Caste and nature - Mukul Sharma 2017-09-25
Rarely do Indian environmental discourses
examine nature through the lens of caste.
Whereas nature is considered as universal and
inherent, caste is understood as a constructed
historical and social entity. Mukul Sharma shows
how caste and nature are intimately connected.
He compares Dalit meanings of environment to
ideas and practices of neo-Brahmanism and
certain mainstreams of environmental thought.
Showing how Dalit experiences of environment
are ridden with metaphors of pollution, impurity,
and dirt, the author is able to bring forth new
dimensions on both environment and Dalits,
without valourizing the latter’s standpoint.
Rather than looking for a coherent
understanding of their ecology, the book
explores the diverse and rich intellectual
resources of Dalits, such as movements, songs,
myths, memories, and metaphors around nature.
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These reveal their quest to define themselves in
caste-ridden nature and building a form of
environmentalism free from the burdens of
caste. The Dalits also pose a critical challenge to
Indian environmentalism, which has, until now,
marginalized such linkages between caste and
nature.
Ambedkar's Preamble - Aakash Singh Rathore
2020-02-01
On 26 January 1950, the Constitution of India
was adopted formally and came into effect. Its
preamble set out in brief the enlightened values
it enshrined and hoped to engender. In a radical
shift from mainstream constitutional history, this
book establishes Dr B.R. Ambedkar's irrefutable
authorship of the preamble by uncovering the
intellectual origins of its six most central
concepts-justice, liberty, equality, fraternity,
dignity, and nation. Although Dr Ambedkar is
universally regarded as the chief architect of the
Constitution, the specifics of his role as
chairman of the Drafting Committee are not
widely discussed. Totally neglected is his almost
single-handed authorship of the Constitution's
Preamble, which is frequently and mistakenly
attributed to B.N. Rau rather than to Ambedkar.
This book establishes how and why the Preamble
to the Constitution of India is essentially an
Ambedkarite preamble. It is clear that its central
concepts have their provenance in Ambedkar's
writings and speeches. Through six eponymous
chapters, this book unfolds the story of the six
constitutional concepts. In doing so, it spotlights
fundamental facts about modern Indian history,
as well as Ambedkar's revolutionary political
thought, hitherto ignored in conventional
accounts.
God as Political Philosopher - Kancha Ilaiah
2001
It Is A Thought Provoking Work That Propounds
A View Of Gautama Buddha And His Sangha
That Will Change The Way We Think Of Both.
The Authors Restore Buddha To His Positions As
India`S Social Revolutionary.
Why I Am Not a Hindu - Kancha Ilaiah
Shepherd 2018-11-19
‘The most gratifying thing for me [is] that [this
book] was listed as a millennium book [by The
Pioneer] along with Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s
Annihilation of Caste. Moreover, it has been
translated into several Indian languages. In a
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way it has become a weapon in the hands of
Dalitbahujan activists’ (from the Afterword to
the second edition). Kancha Ilaiah Shepherd
writes with passionate anger, laced with
sarcasm, on the caste system and Indian society.
He looks at the socioeconomic and cultural
differences between the Dalitbahujans and
Hindus in the contexts of childhood, family life,
market relations, power relations, Gods and
Goddesses, death and, not the least, Hindutva.
Synthesizing many of the ideas of Bahujans, he
presents their vision of a more just society. In
this second edition, Ilaiah Shepherd presents an
Afterword that discusses the history of this book,
often seen as the manifesto of the downtrodden
Dalitbahujans. He talks of its reviews as well as
of the abuse he has received from its detractors.
He reminds us of the need for an ongoing
dialogue. As he says, he wrote the book ‘for all
who have open minds. My request to Brahmin,
Baniya and neo-Kshatriyas [upper class Sudras]
is this: You learnt only what to teach others—the
Dalitbahujans. Now in your own interest and in
the interest of this great country, you must learn
to listen and to read what we have to say.’
On Hinduism - Wendy Doniger 2014-03
On Hinduism is a penetrating analysis of many of
the most crucial and contested issues in
Hinduism, from the Vedas to the present day. In
a series of 63 connected essays, it discusses
Hindu concepts of polytheism, death, gender,
art, contemporary puritanism, non-violence, and
much more.
Buffalo Nationalism - Kancha Ilaiah Shepherd
2019-01-25
‘O Mother Lachumamma, your blouse is torn,
Your hair is soiled, your sari in rags . . . Even in
that condition what have you done? You planted
saplings, walking backwards like a bull, In order
to produce food from the mud.’ Kancha Ilaiah
Shepherd translates these words of the Telugu
poet, singer, activist Gaddar to emphasize the
productivity of the ordinary people, the DalitBahujans of India, who receive so little in return.
Arguing forcefully against spiritual fascism,
which refuses equality or freedom to the
majority, he commends the buffalo as a
productive animal that epitomizes the qualities
of the Dalit-Bahujans. This book contains a
selection from Ilaiah Shepherd’s columns in The
Hindu, Deccan Herald, Deccan Chronicle,
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Hindustan Times among others, and journals
such as Mainstream and Economic and Political
Weekly. Of particular interest is the new
Afterword that discusses his political and social
programme for the Sudras of India, presenting
his vision of a more just society.
A Short History of Atheism - Gavin Hyman
2010-09-30
The last few years have seen a remarkable surge
of popular interest in the topic of atheism. Books
about atheism by writers like Richard Dawkins
and Christopher Hitchens have figured
prominently in bestseller lists and have attracted
widespread discussion in the media. The
ubiquity of public debates about atheism,
especially in conscious opposition to the
perceived social threat posed by faith and
religion, has been startling. However, as Gavin
Hyman points out, despite their prevalence and
popularity, what often characterises these
debates is a lack of nuance and sophistication.
They can be shrill, ignorant of the historical
complexity of debates about belief, and tend to
lapse into caricature. What is needed is a clear
and well informed presentation of how atheistic
ideas originated and developed, in order to
illuminate their contemporary relevance and
application. That task is what the author
undertakes here. Exploring the rise of atheism
as an explicit philosophical position (notably in
the work of Denis Diderot), Hyman traces its
development in the later ideas of Descartes,
Locke and Berkeley. Drawing also on the work of
contemporary scholars like Amos Funkenstein
and Michael J Buckley, the author shows that,
since in recent theology the concept of God
which atheists negate is changing, the triumph
of its advocates may not be quite as unequivocal
as Hitchens and Dawkins would have us believe.
Dalit Movement in India and Its Leaders,
1857-1956 - Rāmacandra Kshīrasāgara 1994
This book is, obviously based on primary source
of information. Certain facts were duly
corroborated by other sources. It has been
objectively analysed, properly interpreted and
systematically arranged in a consolidated form.
It would be useful as a ready reference to the
scholars, interested in undertaking intensive
research on individual leaders, and their role in
the movement. It would be beneficial to those
activists who prefer to take lessons from their
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past. Therefore, the book is of great value.
Why I Am Not a Hindu - Kancha Ilaiah 1996
The Author Writes With Passionate Anger And
Sarcasm On The Situation In India To-Day.
Synthesizing Many Of The Ideas Of Bahujans,
The Author Presents Their Vision Of A More Just
Society.
God as Political Philosopher - Kancha Ilaiah
Shepherd 2019-01-17
In this provocative and scholarly book, Kancha
Ilaiah Shepherd propounds a view of Gautama
Buddha as India’s first social revolutionary.
Buddha did his best to give the principles of
tribal democracy and egalitarianism a sanctuary
in his own sangha. In so doing, he foreshadowed
modern India’s experiment with parliamentary
democracy. Critical of the caste system, Buddha
inducted low caste members into the sangha and
made them his trusted advisers. He gave women
an honoured place in the sangha. Dissent was
indeed permitted, and even Buddha was not
above the law. Pre-dating Socrates and Plato by
some years, Buddha also foreshadowed key
elements of their philosophy.
The Weapon Of the Other: Dalitbahujan
Writings and the Remaking of Indian
Nationalist Thought - Kancha Ilaiah
In The Weapon of the Other: Dalitbahujan
Writings and the Remaking of Indian Nationalist
Thought, contends the projection of Hindu
religious texts as sources of Indian nationalist
thought since colonial times while the Buddhist
scriptures, the Bible and the Quran, whose
readers were far more numerous, are relegated
to the periphery of discussions about
nationalism. He explores Indian nationalism
from a different perspective, and discusses the
political core of liberatory ideas as well as
modern thinker-activists.
Castes of Mind - Nicholas B. Dirks 2011-10-09
When thinking of India, it is hard not to think of
caste. In academic and common parlance alike,
caste has become a central symbol for India,
marking it as fundamentally different from other
places while expressing its essence. Nicholas
Dirks argues that caste is, in fact, neither an
unchanged survival of ancient India nor a single
system that reflects a core cultural value. Rather
than a basic expression of Indian tradition, caste
is a modern phenomenon--the product of a
concrete historical encounter between India and
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British colonial rule. Dirks does not contend that
caste was invented by the British. But under
British domination caste did become a single
term capable of naming and above all subsuming
India's diverse forms of social identity and
organization. Dirks traces the career of caste
from the medieval kingdoms of southern India to
the textual traces of early colonial archives; from
the commentaries of an eighteenth-century
Jesuit to the enumerative obsessions of the latenineteenth-century census; from the
ethnographic writings of colonial administrators
to those of twentieth-century Indian scholars
seeking to rescue ethnography from its colonial
legacy. The book also surveys the rise of caste
politics in the twentieth century, focusing in
particular on the emergence of caste-based
movements that have threatened nationalist
consensus. Castes of Mind is an ambitious book,
written by an accomplished scholar with a rare
mastery of centuries of Indian history and
anthropology. It uses the idea of caste as the
basis for a magisterial history of modern India.
And in making a powerful case that the colonial
past continues to haunt the Indian present, it
makes an important contribution to current
postcolonial theory and scholarship on
contemporary Indian politics.
India and Civilizational Futures - Vinay Lal
2019-07-10
This second volume based on the deliberations
of the Backwaters Collective puts into serious
question the most familiar categories that have
informed humanistic inquiry and social science
research until now. The contributors probe how
the intellectual and cultural resources of Indic
civilization might be deployed to introduce
greater plurality into the world of modern
knowledge systems and reinitiate metaphysics
into the discourses of politics, with the hope that
similar inquiries will in future be extended
across the Global South. The chapters offer
newer perspectives on India’s past and
intellectual traditions and suggest how we might
liberate ourselves from the straightjackets of
history, development, normal politics, the nationstate, and what globally passes for ‘common
sense’ in various spheres of life and thought.
While some contributors engage with a few
figures who have been critical in shaping India’s
intellectual life, such as Kabir, Narayana Guru,
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Ambedkar, Tagore, and Gandhi, others bring
into the limelight equally compelling if
somewhat neglected figures such as Rahul
Sankrityayan, Ranade, and T.R.V. Murti.
Conceptual papers on intercommunality, South
Asian ideas of hospitality, and mnemocultural
modes of learning complete the volume.
The Jews of Andhra Pradesh - Yulia Egorova
2013-04-29
The Jews of Andhra Pradesh is an engaging and
thought-provoking ethnography devoted to the
Bene Ephraim--a Dalit group in India that has
embraced Jewish tradition. Egorova and Perwez
offer a nuanced and theoretically-informed
account which explores how the story of the
Bene Ephraim challenges and extends
contemporary understandings of Jewishness and
illuminates radical new directions in Dalit
discourse.
The Conquest of Suffering - P.J. Saher
2020-01-01
The book very clearly the problem of suffering
and prescribes measures for their annihilation. It
prescribes ways and means for achieving
Egolessness, purification of mind, the cessation
of the cycle of rebirth and the total absorption of
the personal soul into the supreme
transcendental soul.
Why I Am a Hindu - Shashi Tharoor
2018-05-22
Hinduism is one of the world's oldest and
greatest religious traditions. In captivating
prose, Shashi Tharoor untangles its origins, its
key philosophical concepts and texts. He
explores everyday Hindu beliefs and practices,
from worship to pilgrimage to caste, and
touchingly reflects on his personal beliefs and
relationship with the religion. Not one to shy
from controversy, Tharoor is unsparing in his
criticism of 'Hindutva', an extremist, nationalist
Hinduism endorsed by India's current
government. He argues urgently and
persuasively that it is precisely because of
Hinduism's rich diversity that India has survived
and thrived as a plural, secular nation. If narrow
fundamentalism wins out, Indian democracy
itself is in peril.
Hindutva and Dalits - Anand Teltumbde
2020-01-31
Despite the teachings of Babasaheb Ambedkar
against Hinduism and its pernicious caste
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system, which he forsook to become a Buddhist,
many Dalits have turned to Hindutva. The RSS
under Balasaheb Deoras began to appropriate
Ambedkar, engaging with Dalits and Adivasis,
Hinduizing their beliefs, providing social welfare
and binding them in a political alliance.
Hindutva and Dalits: Perspectives for
Understanding Communal Praxis takes a
comprehensive view of the birth and growth of
the Hindutva movement and its specific impact
on Dalits. Part I, Theoretical Perspectives,
explores the attitude of Hindutva vis-à-vis Dalits
in its various manifestations. Part II, Hindutva in
Operation, covers empirical evidence of its
impact on Dalits. The contributors, distinguished
scholar-activists, offer a provocative analysis on
why both Dalits and Adivasis are drawn to
Hindutva. As analysed by Tanika Sarkar in her
incisive Foreword, Hindutva’s hegemonic
agenda lets ‘subalterns develop a stake in their
own subordination, … not in resignation or
despair but in eager self-identification with it’.
The great strength of this collection is that it
asks difficult questions that need to be asked
and yet have no easy answers. The book, thus,
makes an invaluable contribution to the debate
and takes it forward.
Untouchable God as the indication of
conventional progressive solutions - Rakibul
Islam 2017-06-13
Literature Review from the year 2017 in the
subject English - Literature, Works, grade: A,
Central University of Haryana (Central
university of Haryana), course: M.A. IN English,
language: English, abstract: “Progressivism” is
an ideological, pragmatic system of thought
grounded in solving problems and maintaining
strong values within society. Progressive writers
want to take some change in society or they
want to provide some solution for the existing
problems. When it comes to the case of caste
system (untouchability), there are some
conventional solutions given to eradicate caste
and untouchability. These are inter- caste
marriage, providing education, upliftment of
women, freedom of thought and expression,
equal treatment, unequal opportunity etc. To a
certain extent these solutions are effective in the
society. “Untouchable God: A Novel on Caste
and Race” by Kancha Ilaiah (an Indian
academician, writer, social, activist for dalit
god-as-political-philosopher-by-kancha-ilaiah

rights) is a portrayal of these ideas through the
description of the life of Pariah and Saraswati.
He also points out that the condition of upper
caste women and makes a remark that their
condition is also not different. This paper is an
attempt to find the portrayal of these
conventional progressive solutions prescribed
for the upliftment of women and lower class.
To See the Buddha - Malcolm David Eckel
1994-12-19
Boston University Professor Malcolm David
Eckel takes us on a contemporary quest to
discover the essential meaning behind the
Buddha's many representations. Eckel shows
that the dimensions of early Indian Buddhism-popular art, conventional piety, and critical
philosophy--all work together to express the
same religious yearning for the fullness of
emptiness that Buddha conveys.
Carving Devotion in the Jain Caves at Ellora
- Lisa Owen 2012-04-03
Drawing on art historical, epigraphical, and
textual evidence, this book is the first full-scale
reconstruction of medieval Jain activities at
Ellora. It not only highlights the understudied
Jain caves, but examines them in concert with
Ellora's Hindu and Buddhist monuments.
From a Shepherd Boy to an Intellectual Kancha Ilaiah Shepherd 2019-03-19
‘Caste is Race in Ancient Times, Race is Caste in
Modern Times, Untouchability is an Aryan
Construct. They said God has not created
Untouchables.’ Kancha Ilaiah Shepherd goes on
to say, ‘Many people from the Brahmin–Baniya
castes have written about their own greatness in
their autobiographies, in English and in the
regional languages. But I have not seen even a
single autobiography of a person born and
brought up in the shepherd community’. He adds
that it is in writing about themselves that people
gain a sense of self-respect. Shepherd’s
evocative memoirs reveal the struggle for
education and dignity that a great majority of
Indians undergo. As a little boy herding sheep
and goats, he and his brother were the first to go
to school. The author writes of his long and often
interrupted journey to becoming a writer and an
intellectual, without support and having to
overcome adversities.
Democracy in India - Arthur Bonner 1994
This text examines the hierarchical rule that has
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undermined the Indian democratic system and
looks at the culture that has engendered this
hierarchy of caste. Topics include ethic conflicts
and human rights violations, as well as the
growth of the radical right.
Religion and Human Rights - John Witte, Jr.
2011-12-08
This volume examines the relationship between
religion and human rights in seven major
religious traditions, as well as key legal
concepts, contemporary issues, and
relationships among religion, state, and society
in the areas of human rights and religious
freedom.
The Shudras - Kancha Ilaiah 2021
'The Shudras echoes Dr Ambedkar's question in
Who Were the Shudras? that he asked in 1946.
More than 70 years later, Kancha Ilaiah and his
team of authors revisit this issue to give Shudras
a voice again' -CHRISTOPHE JAFFRELOT The
Shudras: Vision for a New Path weaves together
multiple dimensions of the predicament of
India's productive castes-in the spiritual, social,
political, economic, philosophical and historical
spheres. It reformulates their current position as
well as future pathways. It strives to provoke
Shudras-including regional political party
leaders-all over India to realize their unique
historical role in fighting unequal caste
structures. And it gives a call to resist Hindutva,
in which they have no liberated, equal space
with the Dwija castes. At a juncture when the
Shudra castes are regionalized and the Dwijas
have become 'national', the fifth volume of the
Rethinking India series, in collaboration with the
Samruddha Bharat Foundation, seeks to bring
home the real picture of their marginalized
status in all key structures of the nation. It posits
that the emancipation and progress of the
Shudras are vital to sustain Ambedkar's
constitutional democracy and move towards
socio-spiritual equality.
The Shudra - Kancha Ilaiah Shepherd
2021-02-22
The Shudras echoes Dr Ambedkar's question in
Who Were the Shudras? that he asked in 1946.
More than 70 years later, Kancha Ilaiah and his
team of authors revisit this issue to give Shudras
a voice again' -CHRISTOPHE JAFFRELOT The
Shudras: Vision for a New Path weaves together
multiple dimensions of the predicament of
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India's productive castes-in the spiritual, social,
political, economic, philosophical and historical
spheres. It reformulates their current position as
well as future pathways. It strives to provoke
Shudras-including regional political party
leaders-all over India to realize their unique
historical role in fighting unequal caste
structures. And it gives a call to resist Hindutva,
in which they have no liberated, equal space
with the Dwija castes. At a juncture when the
Shudra castes are regionalized and the Dwijas
have become 'national', the fifth volume of the
Rethinking India series, in collaboration with the
Samruddha Bharat Foundation, seeks to bring
home the real picture of their marginalized
status in all key structures of the nation. It posits
that the emancipation and progress of the
Shudras are vital to sustain Ambedkar's
constitutional democracy and move towards
socio-spiritual equality.
Riddles in Hinduism - Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar
2018-09-08
Ambedkar was a prolific student, earning
doctorates in economics from both Columbia
University and the London School of Economics,
and gained a reputation as a scholar for his
research in law, economics and political science.
In his early career he was an economist,
professor, and lawyer. His later life was marked
by his political activities; he became involved in
campaigning and negotiations for India's
independence, publishing journals, advocating
political rights and social freedom for Dalits, and
contributing significantly to the establishment of
the state of India. In 1956 he converted to
Buddhism, initiating mass conversions of Dalits.
The Blue-necked God - Indira Goswami
2014-03-11
The Blue-necked God (Nilakantha Braja),
published in 1976, is one of Indira Goswami’s
early novels and the first time that a writer
highlighted the exploitation and poverty of
widows, dumped in a ‘sacred’ city to eke out
their days in prayer by uncaring, callous families
under the guise of religious sanction and
tradition. It was a book that raised many
eyebrows when it was first published for this
amazing narrative combined fact and fiction,
autobiography and reflection in a fascinating mix
as she tried to depict the confusion and the
mental agony she herself experienced after the
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death of her husband through her character
Saudamini. The physical, emotional, financial
deprivation faced by the young widow has been
woven into a perceptive text that drew on the
author’s own research and experiences as she
roamed the streets of Vrindavan and exposed,
for the first time, the uglier side of the city and
its traditions. ‘Indira Goswami is one of the preeminent literary figures in India and a woman of
remarkable courage and conviction... She has
also been an important voice in championing
women’s causes, and has done much to highlight
the plight of widows. [She] is one of those rare
figures whose achievements as a writer are
closely paralleled by their accomplishments as a
social and political activist.’ - Amitav Ghosh
Published by Zubaan.
God as Political Philosopher - Kancha Ilaiah
Shepherd 2019-01-25
In this provocative and scholarly book, Kancha
Ilaiah Shepherd propounds a view of Gautama
Buddha as India’s first social revolutionary.
Buddha did his best to give the principles of
tribal democracy and egalitarianism a sanctuary
in his own sangha. In so doing, he foreshadowed
modern India’s experiment with parliamentary
democracy. Critical of the caste system, Buddha
inducted low caste members into the sangha and
made them his trusted advisers. He gave women
an honoured place in the sangha. Dissent was
indeed permitted, and even Buddha was not
above the law. Pre-dating Socrates and Plato by
some years, Buddha also foreshadowed key
elements of their philosophy.
Political Agape - Timothy P. Jackson 2015-04-30
What is the place of Christian love in a
pluralistic society dedicated to “liberty and
justice for all”? What would it mean to take both
Jesus Christ and Abraham Lincoln seriously and
attempt to translate love of God and neighbor
into every quarter of life, including law and
politics? Timothy Jackson here argues that
agapic love of God and neighbor is the perilously
neglected civil virtue of our time -- and that it
must be considered even before justice and
liberty in structuring political principles and
policies. Jackson then explores what “political
agape” might look like when applied to such
issues as the death penalty, same-sex marriage,
and adoption.
Untouchable God - Kancha Ilaiah 2013-01-01
god-as-political-philosopher-by-kancha-ilaiah

This witty, tongue-in-cheek novel that laughs at
the foibles and hypocrisies of Brahmins and
upper castes across India begins with a crime.
Paraiah, a dalit, is beaten to death for the crime
of thinking about God, which might well lead to
thoughts of equality ... Six men representing the
remarkable Brahmins of India celebrate his
death, Veda Shastry of Tamil Nadu (where the
purest examples of exalted brahminhood are to
be found) is the rightful leader. Namboodri of
Kerala is a from a caste that created the most
perfect system of discrimination that the world
has seen; Krishnamurthy of Karnataka and Appa
Rao of Andhra Pradesh are slightly moderate;
Tilak of Maharashtra dreams of increasing
discrimination while Banerjee of Bengal believes
he is above caste. As the men take their leave of
Shastry, the authors gaze follows them
ironically. Lastly, comes Isaiah, an American
black, who knows all about race, and journeys to
India to find out about the non-violence
movement that had inspired Martin Luther King,
Jr and discovers much else besides.
Beef, Brahmins, and Broken Men - B. R.
Ambedkar 2020-04-07
One of twentieth-century India’s great
polymaths, statesmen, and militant philosophers
of equality, B. R. Ambedkar spent his life
battling Untouchability and instigating the end
of the caste system. In his 1948 book The
Untouchables, he sought to trace the origin of
the Dalit caste. Beef, Brahmins, and Broken Men
is an annotated selection from this work, just as
relevant now, when the oppression of and
discrimination against Dalits remains pervasive.
Ambedkar offers a deductive, and at times a
speculative, history to propose a genealogy of
Untouchability. He contends that modern-day
Dalits are descendants of those Buddhists who
were fenced out of caste society and rendered
Untouchable by a resurgent Brahminism since
the fourth century BCE. The Brahmins, whose
Vedic cult originally involved the sacrifice of
cows, adapted Buddhist ahimsa and
vegetarianism to stigmatize outcaste Buddhists
who were consumers of beef. The outcastes
were soon relegated to the lowliest of
occupations and prohibited from participation in
civic life. To unearth this lost history, Ambedkar
undertakes a forensic examination of a wide
range of Brahminic literature. Heavily annotated
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with an emphasis on putting Ambedkar and
recent scholarship into conversation, Beef,
Brahmins, and Broken Men assumes urgency as
India witnesses unprecedented violence against
Dalits and Muslims in the name of cow
protection.
Why I Am Not a Buddhist - Evan Thompson
2020-01-28
"A provocative essay challenging the idea of
Buddhist exceptionalism, from one of the world's
most widely respected philosophers and writers
on Buddhism and science. Buddhism has become
a uniquely favored religion in our modern age. A
burgeoning number of books extol the
scientifically proven benefits of meditation and
mindfulness for everything ranging from
business to romance. There are conferences,
courses, and celebrities promoting the notion
that Buddhism is spirituality for the rational;
compatible with cutting-edge science; indeed, "a
science of the mind." In this provocative book,
Evan Thompson argues that this representation
of Buddhism is false. In lucid and entertaining
prose, Thompson dives deep into both Western
and Buddhist philosophy to explain how the
goals of science and religion are fundamentally
different. Efforts to seek their unification are
wrongheaded and promote mistaken ideas of
both. He suggests cosmopolitanism instead, a
worldview with deep roots in both Eastern and
Western traditions. Smart, sympathetic, and
intellectually ambitious, this book is a must-read
for anyone interested in Buddhism's place in our
world today."--Provided by publisher.
Tāranātha's History of Buddhism in India Tārānātha 1970
Turning the Pot, Tilling the Land - Kancha Ilaiah
2007

god-as-political-philosopher-by-kancha-ilaiah

Post-Hindu India - Kancha Ilaiah 2009-11-17
Kancha Ilaiah, the author of the best selling
book Why I am Not a Hindu, pens a thoughtprovoking critique of Brahmanism and the caste
system in India, while anticipating the death of
Hinduism as a direct consequence of, what he
says is, its anti-scientific and anti-nationalistic
stand. This work challenges Hinduism`s
interpretation of history, with a virulent attack
on caste politics, and also takes a refreshing look
at the necessity of encouraging indigenous
scientific thought for the sake of national
progress. It establishes Hinduism as a
`backward` religion that suppresses the latent
scientific and productive potential of the
Dalit–Bahujan communities. The author says this
oppressive system of spiritual fascism is
detrimental to both the future of religion and the
nation-state. He thus criticizes the idea of
spiritual justice or varnadharma, used to justify
the caste system, as rooted in spiritual
inequality. On a micro-analytical level, it is based
on a thorough study of the productive knowledge
systems of the Dalit–Bahujan communities of
Andhra Pradesh, and provides a detailed day-today analysis of the scientific technological
processes and events at work in the life of a
member of these communities. On a macro level,
it shows how Hinduism fails to negotiate
between faith and reason, unlike other major
religions of the world. Kancha Ilaiah critiques
the intellectual imagination of the dominant
communities and inspires the marginalized. In
the process of doing so he crafts a work of
immense socio-political interest which appeals to
academics, and also to all those who are
concerned about contemporary India`s polity
and social fabric.
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