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Now in its eighth edition, this magisterial work
offers a comprehensive survey of the stories of
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Greek myth, from the Olympian gods, through
the lesser gods and deities, to the heroes,
adventures, and foundation myths of the ancient
Greek world. The Routledge Handbook of Greek
Mythology sets out to provide a comprehensive
history of the divine order and mythical
prehistory of Greece, as systematized on a
genealogical basis by Hesiod and the ancient
mythographers, while also taking into account
the ways in which individual myths have
changed and evolved over time in different
genres of literature. This new edition has been
extensively rewritten and reorganized to make it
more accessible to readers who may have no
particular knowledge of the ancient world and
Greek mythology, and to ensure that information
on each myth or mythical figure is easy to find
within the book. This new edition of the
handbook continues to offer an essential
reference resource for all students of Greek
mythology, and it provides an accessible and
comprehensive overview of these stories for
myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

anyone with an interest in the classical world.
The Cambridge Companion to Greek Mythology Roger D. Woodard 2007-11-12
Professor Roger Woodard brings together a
group of the world's most authoritative scholars
of classical myth to present a thorough
treatment of all aspects of Greek mythology.
Sixteen original articles guide the reader
through all aspects of the ancient mythic
tradition and its influence around the world and
in later years. The articles examine the forms
and uses of myth in Greek oral and written
literature, from the epic poetry of 8th century
BC to the mythographic catalogues of the early
centuries AD. They examine the relationship
between myth, art, religion and politics among
the ancient Greeks and its reception and
influence on later society from the Middle Ages
to present day literature, feminism and cinema.
This Companion volume's comprehensive
coverage makes it ideal reading for students of
Greek mythology and for anyone interested in
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the myths of the ancient Greeks and their impact
on western tradition.
Gods, Heroes and Monsters - Stella Caldwell
2015-10
Mythworld is a lavish album of discovery in
which the legendary creatures, battles and
heroic deeds of Greek mythology are brought to
jaw-dropping life. Stunning photographs of
ancient treasures are paired with full-bleed aweinspiring CGI scenes from the classic myths your chance to rediscover gripping tales of the
Odyssey, the Trojan Wars and the adventures of
heroes such as Perseus and Heracles. Lively text
explains the historical context of the myths and
an illustrated map showcases the awesome
Greek mythical world. From fates and furies to
minotaurs and muses, this is a book to stir your
imagination.
A Brief Guide to the Greek Myths - Stephen P.
Kershaw 2013-02-07
The book leads the reader through these vibrant
stories, from the origins of the gods through to
myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

the homecomings of the Trojan heroes. All the
familiar narratives are here, along with some
less familiar characters and motifs. In addition
to the tales, the book explains key issues arising
from the narratives, and discusses the myths and
their wider relevance. This long-overdue book
crystallises three key areas of interest: the
nature of the tales; the stories themselves; and
how they have and might be interpreted. For the
first time, it brings together aspects of Greek
mythology only usually available in disparate
forms - namely children's books and academic
works. There will be much here that is
interesting, surprising, and strange as well as
familiar. Experts and non-experts, adults,
students and schoolchildren alike will gain
entertainment and insight from this fascinating
and important volume.
The Oxford Handbook of Ancient Greek Religion
- Esther Eidinow 2015
This handbook offers both students and teachers
of ancient Greek religion a comprehensive
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overview of the current state of scholarship in
the subject, from the Archaic to the Hellenistic
periods. It not only presents key information, but
also explores the ways in which such information
is gathered and the different approaches that
have shaped the area. In doing so, the volume
provides a crucial research and orientation tool
for students of the ancient world, and also
makes a vital contribution to the key debates
surrounding the conceptualization of ancient
Greek religion. The handbook's initial chapters
lay out the key dimensions of ancient Greek
religion, approaches to evidence, and the
representations of myths. The following chapters
discuss the continuities and differences between
religious practices in different cultures,
including Egypt, the Near East, the Black Sea,
and Bactria and India. The range of
contributions emphasizes the diversity of
relationships between mortals and the
supernatural - in all their manifestations, across,
between, and beyond ancient Greek cultures myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

and draws attention to religious activities as
dynamic, highlighting how they changed over
time, place, and context.
The Writing of Orpheus - Marcel Detienne
2002-12-30
Winner of the Translation Prize for non-fiction
from the French-American Foundation. Son of a
mortal king and an immortal Muse, Orpheus
possessed a gift for music unmatched among
humans; with his lyre he could turn the course of
rivers, drown the fatal song of the Sirens, and
charm the denizens of the underworld. The
allure of his music speaks through the myths and
stories of the Greeks and Romans, who tell of his
mysterious compositions, with lyrics that only
the initiated could understand after undergoing
secret rites. Where readers of subsequent
centuries have been content to understand these
mysteries as the stuff of obfuscation or mere
folderol, Marcel Detienne finds in the writing of
Orpheus a key to the thinking of the ancient
Greeks. A profound understanding of ancient
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Greek myth in its cultural contexts allows
Detienne to recover a cultural system from
fragments and ephemera—to reproduce, with
sensitivity to variation and nuance, the full
richness of the mythological repertoire flowing
from the writing of Orpheus. His investigation
moves from the Orphic writings to broader
mysteries: how Greek gods became myths, how
myths informed later religious thinking, and how
myths have come into play in polemics between
competing religions. An eloquent answer to
some of the most vexing questions about the
myth of Orpheus and its far-reaching
ramifications through time and culture,
Detienne's work ultimately offers a major
rethinking of Greek mythology.
The Complete Idiot's Guide to Ancient Greece Audrey Nelson, Ph.D. 2005-01-04
The incredible influence of Ancient Greek
culture on everything from sicence to literature
to politics continues to be relevant and hotly
debated. In 'The Complete Idiot's Guide to
myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

Ancient Greece', you are invited to meet the
Ancient Greeks and to understand their legacy
by entering their world. Profiles the most
important contributions of Greek culture,
including mythology, philosophy, medicine and
the Olympic games. Includes further reading and
travel information to help in planning a personal
Odyssey.
Classical Mythology: The Basics - Richard
Martin 2016-04-28
This is an engaging introduction which explores
the latest thinking about Classical mythology,
the history of interpreting myths and the role of
myths in cultural tradition, from painting to
opera, philosophy, politics, drama, and religion
in the modern day. It answers such questions as
what are ancient myths and who invented them
where do gods come from what makes a hero
how is Classical myth used in the modern world
and what approaches are there to the study of
myth? Featuring further reading and case
studies from antiquity to the modern day, this is
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an essential introduction to the myths which
have been a fundamental part of Western culture
throughout history.
The First Fossil Hunters - Adrienne Mayor
2011-03-07
Griffins, Centaurs, Cyclopes, and Giants—these
fabulous creatures of classical mythology
continue to live in the modern imagination
through the vivid accounts that have come down
to us from the ancient Greeks and Romans. But
what if these beings were more than merely
fictions? What if monstrous creatures once
roamed the earth in the very places where their
legends first arose? This is the arresting and
original thesis that Adrienne Mayor explores in
The First Fossil Hunters. Through careful
research and meticulous documentation, she
convincingly shows that many of the giants and
monsters of myth did have a basis in fact—in the
enormous bones of long-extinct species that
were once abundant in the lands of the Greeks
and Romans. As Mayor shows, the Greeks and
myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

Romans were well aware that a different breed
of creatures once inhabited their lands. They
frequently encountered the fossilized bones of
these primeval beings, and they developed
sophisticated concepts to explain the fossil
evidence, concepts that were expressed in
mythological stories. The legend of the goldguarding griffin, for example, sprang from tales
first told by Scythian gold-miners, who, passing
through the Gobi Desert at the foot of the Altai
Mountains, encountered the skeletons of
Protoceratops and other dinosaurs that littered
the ground. Like their modern counterparts, the
ancient fossil hunters collected and measured
impressive petrified remains and displayed them
in temples and museums; they attempted to
reconstruct the appearance of these prehistoric
creatures and to explain their extinction. Long
thought to be fantasy, the remarkably detailed
and perceptive Greek and Roman accounts of
giant bone finds were actually based on solid
paleontological facts. By reading these neglected
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narratives for the first time in the light of
modern scientific discoveries, Adrienne Mayor
illuminates a lost world of ancient paleontology.
As Peter Dodson writes in his Foreword,
"Paleontologists, classicists, and historians as
well as natural history buffs will read this book
with the greatest of delight—surprises abound."
Mythologica - Stephen P. Kershaw 2019-08
An illustrated encyclopedia of characters from
Greek mythology, prepare to be amazed.
Myths of the Ancient Greeks - Richard P. Martin
2003-04-01
From one of today’s foremost scholars, a lively
retelling of the timeless tales… Here are the
myths that have influenced so much of our
cultural heritage. Such age-old stories as the
tragic love of Orpheus and Eurydice or
Demeter’s loss of her daughter, Persephone,
resonate strongly with readers even today. In
this book the rousing adventures of the heroes
Herakles, Theseus, and Perseus are intertwined
with the tragedies of immortal Prometheus and
myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

mortal Oedipus, the amorous escapades of Zeus,
the trickery of Hermes, and the ecstasy of
Dionysus. In-depth introductions to each section
deepen your understanding of the myths—and
heighten your reading pleasure. Presented in
simple yet elegant prose, these tales emerge in
brilliant new life. From the creation battle of the
gods and Titans to Odysseus’ return home from
the Trojan War, this indispensable volume
contains fifty-six legendary stories—handed
down from generations past—that will continue
to captivate readers for generations to come.
The Language of Heroes - Richard P. Martin
1989
Drawing on recent studies in ethnography and
sociolinguistics, Richard Martin here sets forth a
poetics of Homeric speeches, which he sees not
merely as poetic creations but as the
representation of an actual form of speaking in a
traditional culture.
Mythos - 2019-08-27
Mythos is a modern collection of Greek myths,
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stylishly retold by legendary writer, actor, and
comedian Stephen Fry. Fry transforms the
adventures of Zeus and the Olympians into
emotionally resonant and deeply funny stories,
without losing any of their original wonder. This
stunning book features classical artwork
inspired by the myths, as well as learned notes
from the author. • Each adventure is infused
with Fry's distinctive wit, voice, and writing style
• Connoisseurs of the Greek myths will
appreciate this fresh-yet-reverential
interpretation, while newcomers will feel
welcome • Retellings brim with humor and
emotion and offer rich cultural context
Celebrating the thrills, grandeur, and unabashed
fun of the Greek myths, Mythos breathes life into
ancient tales—from Pandora's box to
Prometheus's fire. This gorgeous volume invites
you to explore a captivating world with the
brilliant storyteller Stephen Fry as your guide. •
A collectible volume complete with a textured
case, a foil-stamped jacket, and full-color art
myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

throughout • The perfect gift for Greek
mythology and history buffs, lovers of ancient
Greece, art aficionados, and devoted fans of
Stephen Fry • Add it to the shelf with books like
Circe by Madeline Miller, Norse Mythology by
Neil Gaiman, and Mythology: Timeless Tales of
Gods and Heroes by Edith Hamilton
Greek Myths - Shoshanna Kirk 2012-01-13
Here is the stuff legends are made of in 25 of the
most beloved tales from Greek mythology,
complemented with gorgeous illustrations by
artist Tinou Le Joly Senoville. These classic,
timeless stories have been crafted into a concise,
intriguing, and very readable romp through the
human condition. Arranged by emotional
theme—cunning, vanity, vengeance,
heroism—each exciting tale hones in on the
frailties and strengths, desires and jealousies of
gods who attempt to act like mortals and mortals
who dare to be gods. Originally conceived to
help early civilizations comprehend the emotions
and culture of an ancient world, these myths
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remain as compelling today as they were
thousands of years ago. From the miraculous
birth of Athena in the heavens to Odysseus and
his skillful slaying of the Cyclops on Earth to
Persephone's abduction into the underworld,
Greek Myths is a glorious introduction to the
world of mythology.
A Handbook of Greek Mythology - H. J. Rose
2004-08-02
In this new and substantially revised edition of
H. J. Rose's classic survey and analysis of the
evolution and tradition of Greek myth, Robin
Hard adds various features which bring the work
up-to-date with contemporary scholarship and
address the needs of students. * a new preface
analysing and contextualising H. J. Rose's
attitude to myth * a new chapter devoted to the
epic and other poetic sources of the myths,
narrative prose mythography and the various
forms of rationalisation * a new chapter
examining the relationship between the different
myths of Gods and heroes, with genealogical
myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

tables. Robin Hard shows how the myths of
individual families and distinct locations hold
together to form a coherent pseudo-historical
pattern * extensively revises and simplifies notes
* a new annotated bibliography. A Handbook of
Greek Mythology presents a invaluable and userfriendly guide to the myths and legends of
ancient Greece - their genesis, sources,
development and significance.
Greek Mythology - Patrick Auerbach
2016-06-07
Greek Mythology is the body of myths and
teachings that belong to the ancient Greeks,
concerning their gods and heroes, the nature of
the world, and the origins and significance of
their own cult and ritual practices. It was a part
of the religion in ancient Greece. The Greeks
were polytheistic in their religious beliefs.
Polytheistic means they believed in and
worshiped many different gods. Modern scholars
refer to and study the myths in an attempt to
shed light on the religious and political
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institutions of Ancient Greece and its civilization,
and to gain understanding of the nature of mythmaking itself. In Greek Mythology, the gods
often represented different forms of nature.
Their religion/mythology had no formal structure
with the exception of various festivals held in
honor of the gods. There was no sacred book or
code of conduct to live by. The most powerful
Greek gods were known as the Olympians. The
Greeks believed the Olympians lived on the
highest mountain in Greece, Mount Olympus.
The Olympian gods included: Zeus, Hera, Apollo,
Aphrodite, Ares, Artemis, Athena, Demeter,
Hades, Hermes, Hephaestus, Poseidon and
Hestia or later she was replaced in some lists by
Dionysus. Greek Mythology is explicitly
embodied in a large collection of narratives, and
implicitly in Greek representational arts, such as
vase-paintings and votive gifts. Greek myth
attempts to explain the origins of the world, and
details the lives and adventures of a wide variety
of gods, goddesses, heroes, heroines and
myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

mythological creatures. These accounts initially
were disseminated in an oral-poetic tradition;
today the Greek myths are known primarily from
Greek literature. The oldest known Greek
literary sources, Homer's epic poems Iliad and
Odyssey, focus on the Trojan War and its
aftermath. Scroll to the top of the page and click
Add To Cart to read more about this
extraordinary chapter of history.
The Library of Greek Mythology - Apollodorus
1998
A new translation of an important text for Greek
mythology used as a source book by classicists
from antiquity to Robert Graves, The Library of
Greek Mythology is a complete summary of early
Greek myth, telling the story of each of the great
families of heroic mythology, and the various
adventures associated with the main heroes and
heroines, from Jason and Perseus to Heracles
and Helen of Troy. Using the ancient system of
detailed histories of the great families, it
contains invaluable genealogical diagrams for
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maximum clarity.
Interpretations of Greek Mythology
(Routledge Revivals) - Jan N. Bremmer
2014-03-18
Interpretations of Greek Mythology, first
published in1987, builds on the innovative work
of Walter Burkert and the ‘Paris school’ of JeanPierre Vernant, and represents a renewal of
interpretation of Greek mythology. The
contributors to this volume present a variety of
approaches to the Greek myths, all of which
eschew a monolithic or exclusively structuralist
hermeneutic method. Specifically, the notion
that mythology can simply be read as a primitive
mode of narrative history is rejected, with
emphasis instead being placed on the
relationships between mythology and history,
ritual and political genealogy. The essays
concentrate on some of the best known
characters and themes – Oedipus, Orpheus,
Narcissus – reflecting the complexity and
fascination of the Greek imagination. The
myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

volume will long remain an indispensable tool
for the study of Greek mythology, and it is of
great interest to anyone interested in the
development of Greek culture and civilisation
and the nature of myth.
Explore Greek Myths! - Anita Yasuda 2016-10-17
Architecture, democracy, the Olympics—the
modern world owes a lot to the ancient Greeks!
In Explore Greek Myths! With 25 Great Projects,
readers embark on a fascinating journey to
explore the myths that infused ancient Greek
culture, civilization, and innovation. Readers will
learn how these myths, popular more than 3,000
years ago, have provided fundamental support to
today's art, architecture, mathematics, science,
philosophy, literature, and government. Readers
will read about the adventures of many Greek
gods, such as Zeus, who could throw lightning
bolts and Athena, who personally protected the
city of Athens. Readers will also meet great
heroes, including the mighty Heracles, Perseus,
who freed a princess chained to a rock, and
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Odysseus, who battled with a one-eyed giant
called a Cyclopes. These characters and
creatures serve to both entertain and offer
lessons in morality, while also explaining the
natural phenomenon that the ancient Greeks had
no scientific explanation for. The lively text,
surprising fun facts, jokes, and colorful
illustrations encourage children to explore
Greek mythology and make connections to our
modern culture and language. Hands-on
activities include making a topographical map of
ancient Greece and designing Greek columns,
while links to online primary sources encourage
readers to explore the topic independently.
Myth and Philosophy in Plato's Phaedrus Daniel S. Werner 2012-07-09
Plato's dialogues frequently criticize traditional
Greek myth, yet Plato also integrates myth with
his writing. Daniel S. Werner confronts this
paradox through an in-depth analysis of the
Phaedrus, Plato's most mythical dialogue.
Werner argues that the myths of the Phaedrus
myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

serve several complex functions: they bring
nonphilosophers into the philosophical life; they
offer a starting point for philosophical inquiry;
they unify the dialogue as a literary and
dramatic whole; they draw attention to the limits
of language and the limits of knowledge; and
they allow Plato to co-opt cultural authority as a
way of defining and legitimating the practice of
philosophy. Platonic myth, as a species of
traditional tale, is thus both distinct from
philosophical dialectic and similar to it.
Ultimately, the most powerful effect of Platonic
myth is the way in which it leads readers to
participate in Plato's dialogues and to engage in
a process of self-examination.
Greeks - Liz Gogerly 2009-08-15
Describes the history, customs, and daily life of
the ancient Greeks.
The Book of Greek and Roman Folktales,
Legends, and Myths - William Hansen
2019-10-29
The first anthology to present the entire range of
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ancient Greek and Roman stories- from myths
and fairy tales to jokes Captured centaurs and
satyrs, talking animals, people who suddenly
change sex, men who give birth, the temporarily
insane and the permanently thick-witted,
delicate sensualists, incompetent seers, a
woman who remembers too much, a man who
cannot laugh-these are just some of the colorful
characters who feature in the unforgettable
stories that ancient Greeks and Romans told in
their daily lives. Together they created an
incredibly rich body of popular oral stories that
include, but range well beyond, mythology-from
heroic legends, fairy tales, and fables to ghost
stories, urban legends, and jokes.
Myth and Society in Ancient Greece - Jean-Pierre
Vernant 1988
Jean-Pierre Vernant delineates a compelling new
vision of ancient Greece that takesus far from
the calm and familiar images of Polykleitos and
the Parthenon, and reveals a culture ofslavery,
of blood sacrifice, of perpetual and ritualized
myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

warfare, of ceremonial hunting andecstasies.In
his provocative discussions of various
institutions and practices including
war,marriage, and the city state, Vernant unveils
a complex and previously unexplored
intersection ofthe religious, social, and political
structures of ancient Greece. He concludes with
a genealogy ofthe study of myth from antiquity
to the present, and offers a critique of
structuralism.Jean-PierreVernant is Professor
Emeritus of Comparative Study of Ancient
Religions at the College de France inParis.
Greek Myths & Tales - 2018-12-15
A potent pantheon of gods, heroes engaged in
epic battles, fearsome mythical creatures and
supernatural transformations – such fantastical
elements infuse Greek myths with a wonder and
excitement that’s hard to beat. These tales of
love, courage, conflict and intrigue, shared for
thousands of years, still exercise a powerful
influence on our modern lives.
Myths and Tragedies in Their Ancient Greek
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Contexts - Richard Buxton 2013-07-25
This work brings together Richard Buxton's
studies of Greek mythology and Greek tragedy,
focusing especially on the interrelationship
between the two. Situating and contextualising
topics and themes within the world of ancient
Greece, he traces the intricate variations and
retellings which they underwent in Greek
antiquity.
The Glory of Hera - Philip Elliot Slater
2014-07-14
The ancient Athenians were "quarrelsome as
friends, treacherous as neighbors, brutal as
masters, faithless as servants, shallow as lovers-all of which was in part redeemed by their
intelligence and creativity." Thus writes Philip
Slater in this classic work on narcissism and
family relationships in fifth-century Athenian
society. Exploring a rich corpus of Greek
mythology and drama, he argues that the
personalities and social behavior of the gods
were neurotic, and that their neurotic conditions
myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

must have mirrored the family life of the people
who perpetuated their myths. The author traces
the issue of narcissism to mother-son
relationships, focusing primarily on the literary
representation of Hera and the male gods and
showing how it related to devalued women
raising boys in an ambitious society dominated
by men. "The role of homosexuality in society,
fatherless families, working mothers, women's
status, and violence, male pride, and male
bonding--all these find their place in Slater's
analysis, so honestly and carefully addressed
that we see our own societal dilemmas reflected
in archaic mythic narratives all the more
clearly."--Richard P. Martin, Princeton
University Originally published in 1992. The
Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest printon-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University
Press. These editions preserve the original texts
of these important books while presenting them
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in durable paperback and hardcover editions.
The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to
vastly increase access to the rich scholarly
heritage found in the thousands of books
published by Princeton University Press since its
founding in 1905.
Percy Jackson's Greek Heroes - Rick Riordan
2015-08-18
Who cut off Medusa's head? Who was raised by
a she-bear? Who tamed Pegasus? It takes a
demigod to know, and Percy Jackson can fill you
in on the all the daring deeds of Perseus,
Atalanta, Bellerophon, and the rest of the major
Greek heroes. Told in the funny, irreverent style
readers have come to expect from Percy, ( I've
had some bad experiences in my time, but the
heroes I'm going to tell you about were the
original old school hard luck cases. They boldly
screwed up where no one had screwed up
before. . .) and enhanced with vibrant artwork by
Caldecott Honoree John Rocco, this story
collection will become the new must-have classic
myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

for Rick Riordan's legions of devoted fans--and
for anyone who needs a hero. So get your
flaming spear. Put on your lion skin cape. Polish
your shield and make sure you've got arrows in
your quiver. We're going back about four
thousand years to decapitate monsters, save
some kingdoms, shoot a few gods in the butt,
raid the Underworld, and steal loot from evil
people. Then, for dessert, we'll die painful tragic
deaths. Ready? Sweet. Let's do this.
The Meaning of Myth - Neel Burton
2021-04-15
Not just the stories, but what they mean. What is
myth, and why does it have such a hold on the
human mind? How does myth relate to near
forms such as legend and fairy tale, and to other
modes of understanding such as religion and
science? What is a hero, what is a monster, and
what function does magic serve? How has our
relationship with myth and mythology changed
over the centuries? And are there any modern
myths? These are a few of the fascinating
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questions that psychiatrist and philosopher Neel
Burton explores in the first part of this book. In
the second part, he puts theory into practice to
unravel 12 of the most captivating Greek myths,
including Echo and Narcissus, Eros and Psyche,
and Prometheus and Pandora. These myths have
been haunting us for millennia, but are they
really, as has been claimed, the repositories of
deep wisdom and mystical secrets? Get your
copy now to find out.
Egyptian Myth: A Very Short Introduction Geraldine Pinch 2004-04-22
This text explains the cultural and historical
background to the fascinating and complex
world of Egyptian myth, with each chapter
dealing with a particular theme.
The McElderry Book of Greek Myths - Eric A.
Kimmel 2008-02-05
The story of Pandora and her box, snake-haired
Medusa, and the greedy King Midas are three of
the twelve myths presented in a colorfully
illustrated collection of Greek myths.
myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

Tragedy and Myth in Ancient Greece - JeanPierre Vernant 1981
A Companion to Greek Mythology - Ken Dowden
2014-01-28
A Companion to Greek Mythology presents a
series of essays that explore the phenomenon of
Greek myth from its origins in shared IndoEuropean story patterns and the Greeks’
contacts with their Eastern Mediterranean
neighbours through its development as a shared
language and thought-system for the GrecoRoman world. Features essays from a
prestigious international team of literary experts
Includes coverage of Greek myth’s intersection
with history, philosophy and religion Introduces
readers to topics in mythology that are often
inaccessible to non-specialists Addresses the
Hellenistic and Roman periods as well as
Archaic and Classical Greece
The Occult Truths of Myths and Legends - Rudolf
Steiner 2022-10-31
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In this series of previously-untranslated lectures,
Rudolf Steiner describes how myths and legends
portray humanity’s most ancient evolutionary
and spiritual history. Folklore presents ancient
mystical wisdom in the form of stories – clothed
in pictures by initiates – that enable individuals
to understand their content in a more
intellectual form at a later time. Focusing on
Greek and Germanic mythology, the lectures in
the first part of this volume cover the chronicles
of Prometheus, Daedalus and Icarus, Parzival
and Lohengrin, the Argonauts and the Odyssey,
and the heroic dragon-slayer Siegfried. From
these focal points, Rudolf Steiner discusses a
variety of themes – from the mysteries of the
Druids and the founding of Rome to the esoteric
background of Wolfram von Eschenbach; from
good and evil and the unjust death sentence on
Socrates to the significance of marriage.. The
second part of this book features lectures on the
nature and significance of the musical dramas of
Richard Wagner. Wagner’s works, from his
myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

earliest attempts to his most mature opera
Parsifal, are discussed from spiritual viewpoints.
Although Wagner did not have a fully conscious
awareness of the deeper meanings of his
compositions, Steiner suggests that his shaping
of Germanic legends was driven by an
instinctive, creative and artistic certainty that
accords with deep occult truths.
The Complete World of Greek Mythology (The
Complete Series) - Richard Buxton 2004-06-28
A full, authoritative, and wholly engaging
account of these endlessly fascinating tales and
of the ancient society in which they were
created. Greek myths are among the most
complex and influential stories ever told. From
the first millennium BC until today, the myths
have been repeated in an inexhaustible series of
variations and reinterpretations. They can be
found in the latest movies and television shows
and in software for interactive computer games.
This book combines a retelling of Greek myths
with a comprehensive account of the world in
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which they developed—their themes, their
relevance to Greek religion and society, and
their relationship to the landscape. "Contexts,
Sources, Meanings" describes the main literary
and artistic sources for Greek myths, and their
contexts, such as ritual and theater. "Myths of
Origin" includes stories about the beginning of
the cosmos, the origins of the gods, the first
humans, and the founding of communities. "The
Olympians: Power, Honor, Sexuality" examines
the activities of all the main divinities. "Heroic
exploits" concentrates on the adventures of
Perseus, Jason, Herakles, and other heroes.
"Family sagas" explores the dramas and
catastrophes that befall heroes and heroines. "A
Landscape of Myths" sets the stories within the
context of the mountains, caves, seas, and rivers
of Greece, Crete, Troy, and the Underworld.
"Greek Myths after the Greeks" describes the
rich tradition of retelling, from the Romans,
through the Renaissance, to the twenty-first
century. Complemented by lavish illustrations,
myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

genealogical tables, box features, and specially
commissioned drawings, this will be an essential
book for anyone interested in these classic tales
and in the world of the ancient Greeks.
Stealing Helen - Lowell Edmunds 2020-04-28
It's a familiar story: a beautiful woman is
abducted and her husband journeys to recover
her. This story’s best-known incarnation is also a
central Greek myth—the abduction of Helen that
led to the Trojan War. Stealing Helen surveys a
vast range of folktales and texts exhibiting the
story pattern of the abducted beautiful wife and
makes a detailed comparison with the Helen of
Troy myth. Lowell Edmunds shows that certain
Sanskrit, Welsh, and Old Irish texts suggest
there was an Indo-European story of the
abducted wife before the Helen myth of the Iliad
became known. Investigating Helen’s status in
ancient Greek sources, Edmunds argues that if
Helen was just one trope of the abducted wife,
the quest for Helen’s origin in Spartan cult can
be abandoned, as can the quest for an Indo18/20
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European goddess who grew into the Helen
myth. He explains that Helen was not a divine
essence but a narrative figure that could
replicate itself as needed, at various times or
places in ancient Greece. Edmunds recovers
some of these narrative Helens, such as those of
the Pythagoreans and of Simon Magus, which
then inspired the Helens of the Faust legend and
Goethe. Stealing Helen offers a detailed critique
of prevailing views behind the "real" Helen and
presents an eye-opening exploration of the many
sources for this international mythical and
literary icon.
Greek Mythology Activities - Marcia WorthBaker 2005
This teacher-written resource will help kids
learn about the genre of mythology and build
important vocabulary. Activities include a mock
interview with a god or goddess, a reproducible
board game, mapping activities, a read-aloud
play, and lots more. For use with Grades 5 & Up.
Mythologizing Performance - Richard P. Martin
myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

2017-09-15
Building on numerous original close readings of
works by Homer, Hesiod, and other ancient
Greek poets, Richard P. Martin articulates a
broad and precise poetics of archaic Greek
verse. The ancient Greek hexameter poetry of
such works as the Iliad and the Odyssey differ
from most modern verbal art because it was
composed for live, face-to-face performance,
often in a competitive setting, before an
audience well versed in mythological and ritual
lore. The essays collected here span Martin?s
acclaimed career and explore ways of reading
this poetic heritage using principles and
evidence from the comparative study of oral
traditions, literary and speech-act theories, and
the ethnographic record. Among topics analyzed
in depth are the narrative structures of Homer?s
epics, the Hesiodic Works and Days, and the
Homeric Hymn to Apollo; the characterization of
poetic and musical performers within the poems;
the social context for verses ascribed to the
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legendary singer Orpheus; the significance of
various rituals as stylized by poetic
performances; and the interrelations, at the level
of diction and theme, among the major genres of
epic and hymn, as well as "genres of speaking"
such as lament, praise, advice, and proverbial
wisdom.
Ancient Greece: From Prehistoric to
Hellenistic Times - Thomas R. Martin
2013-04-16
"First edition 1996. Updated in 2000 with new
suggested readings and illustrations"--Title page
verso.
Oh My Gods - Philip Freeman 2013
A professor of classics and visiting scholar at the
Harvard Divinity school presents modern
interpretations of traditional Greek and Roman
myths that render classic themes accessible to a
new generation of readers. By the author of

myths-of-the-ancient-greeks-richard-p-martin

Alexander the Great.
Greek Gods and Heroes - Robert Graves
2014-03-06
A retelling of the greatest myths and legends of
the ancient Greek gods and heroes for readers of
all ages by a celebrated historical novelist. In the
ancient past, the Gods and Goddesses of ancient
Greece lived on Mount Olympus and ruled the
world of mortals. Famous heroes shaped the
course of history, beautiful women drew the
gazes of gods and men alike, and the gods were
both fickle in their favors and breathtakingly
generous to those they smiled upon. From
Midas’ tragic gift to the exploits of Hercules and
the curse of Pandora, renowned classicist and
historical novelist Robert Graves brings the
legends of ancient Greece to life in a lively,
accessible way that’s sure to appeal to everyone;
from children to adults, and from casual readers
to serious scholars.
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