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Broken Verses - Kamila Shamsie 2011-06-06
Fourteen years ago Aasmaani's mother Samina,
a blazing beauty and fearless activist, walked out
of her house and was never seen again.
Aasmaani refuses to believe she is dead and still
dreams of her glorious return. Now grown up
and living in Karachi, Aasmaani receives what
could be the longed-for proof that her mother is
still alive. As she comes closer to the truth she is
also irresistibly drawn to Ed, her ally and
sparring partner, and the only person who can
understand the profound hurt - and the profound
love - that drives her.
Molly Fox's Birthday - Deirdre Madden
2010-04-27
A Finalist for the Orange Prize It is the height of
summer, and celebrated actor Molly Fox has
loaned her house in Dublin to a friend while she
is away performing in New York. Alone among
all of Molly's possessions, struggling to finish
her latest play, she looks back on the many years
and many phases of her friendship with Molly
and their college friend Andrew, and comes to
wonder whether they really knew each other at
all. She revisits the intense closeness of their
early days, the transformations they each made
in the name of success and security, the lies they
told each other, and betrayals they never
acknowledged. Set over a single midsummer's
day, Molly Fox's Birthday is a mischievous,
insightful novel about a turning point--a moment
when past and future suddenly appear in a new
light.
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Under the Skin - Michel Faber 2001
In a surreal portrait of contemporary society run
amok, Isserley spends her life picking up
hitchhikers, a diverse array of trailer trash,
graduate students, thugs, and philosophers,
whose only interest for Isserley is whether they
have families and whether they have muscles. A
first novel. Reader's Guide included. Reprint.
20,000 first printing.
The Reluctant Fundamentalist - Mohsin Hamid
2009-06-05
From the author of the award-winning Moth
Smoke comes a perspective on love, prejudice,
and the war on terror that has never been seen
in North American literature. At a café table in
Lahore, a bearded Pakistani man converses with
a suspicious, and possibly armed, American
stranger. As dusk deepens to night, he begins
the tale that has brought them to this fateful
meeting. . . Changez is living an immigrant’s
dream of America. At the top of his class at
Princeton, he is snapped up by Underwood
Samson, an elite firm that specializes in the
“valuation” of companies ripe for acquisition. He
thrives on the energy of New York and the
intensity of his work, and his infatuation with
regal Erica promises entrée into Manhattan
society at the same exalted level once occupied
by his own family back in Lahore. For a time, it
seems as though nothing will stand in the way of
Changez’s meteoric rise to personal and
professional success. But in the wake of
September 11, he finds his position in his
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adopted city suddenly overturned, and his
budding relationship with Erica eclipsed by the
reawakened ghosts of her past. And Changez’s
own identity is in seismic shift as well,
unearthing allegiances more fundamental than
money, power, and perhaps even love. Elegant
and compelling, Mohsin Hamid’s second novel is
a devastating exploration of our divided and yet
ultimately indivisible world. “Excuse me, sir, but
may I be of assistance? Ah, I see I have alarmed
you. Do not be frightened by my beard: I am a
lover of America. I noticed that you were looking
for something; more than looking, in fact you
seemed to be on a mission, and since I am both a
native of this city and a speaker of your
language, I thought I might offer you my
services as a bridge.” —from The Reluctant
Fundamentalist
Maps for Lost Lovers - Nadeem Aslam
2012-09-25
Set in a nameless British town that its Pakistaniborn immigrants have renamed Dasht-e-Tanhaii,
the Desert of Solitude, Maps for Lost Lovers is
an exploration of cultural tension and religious
bigotry played out in the personal breakdown of
a single family. As the book begins, Jugnu and
Chanda, whose love is both passionate and illicit,
have disappeared from their home. Rumours
about their disappearance abound, but five
months pass before anything certain is known.
Finally, on a snow-covered January morning,
Chanda’s brothers are arrested for the murder
of their sister and Jugnu. Maps for Lost Lovers
traces the year following Jugnu and Chanda’s
disappearance. Seen principally through the
eyes of Jugnu’s brother Shamas, the cultured,
poetic director of the local Community Relations
Council and Commission for Racial Equality, and
his wife Kaukab, mother of three increasingly
estranged children and devout daughter of a
Muslim cleric, the event marks the beginning of
the unravelling of all that is sacred to them. It
fills Shamas’s own house and life with grief and,
in exploring the lovers’ disappearance and its
aftermath, Nadeem Aslam discloses a legacy of
miscomprehension and regret not only for
Shamas and Kaukab but for their children and
neighbours as well. An intimate portrait of a
community searingly damaged by traditions, this
is a densely imagined, beautiful and deeply
troubling book written in heightened prose
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saturated with imagery. It casts a deep gaze on
themes as timeless as love, nationalism and
religion, while meditating on how these forces
drive us apart.
Claire of the Sea Light - Edwidge Danticat
2013-08-27
From the national bestselling author of Brother,
I’m Dying and The Dew Breaker: a “fiercely
beautiful” novel (Los Angeles Times) that brings
us deep into the intertwined lives of a small
seaside town where a little girl, the daughter of
a fisherman, has gone missing. Just as her father
makes the wrenching decision to send her away
for a chance at a better life, Claire Limyè
Lanmè—Claire of the Sea Light—suddenly
disappears. As the people of the Haitian seaside
community of Ville Rose search for her, painful
secrets, haunting memories, and startling truths
are unearthed. In this stunning novel about
intertwined lives, Edwidge Danticat crafts a
tightly woven, breathtaking tapestry that
explores the mysterious bonds we share—with
the natural world and with one another.
What Night Brings - Carla Trujillo 2003-04-01
What Night Brings focuses on a Chicano
working-class family living in California during
the 1960s. Marci-smart, feisty and funny-tells
the story with the wisdom of someone twice her
age as she determines to defy her family and
God in order to find her identity, sexuality and
freedom. "Carla Trujillo's What Night Brings
puts one more wonderful Latina novelist on the
must-read list right up there beside Sandra
Cisneros, Julia Alvarez and Cristina Garcia. This
moving story, told in the completely convincing
voice of its young protagonist, explores living
with domestic abuse and longing for the
maternal protection that always fails to
materialize. We touch the mysteries of religion
in a child's life, and are completely captivated by
a young girl's budding lesbian identity.
Character and situation building are exemplary,
yet we are hit hard when the book takes its final
turn. What Night Brings is a page-turner that
lingers long after the last page has been
turned."-Margaret Randall "A story that is at
once heartbreaking and hilarious, beautifully
told by a wise and wise-cracking young girl."Sandra Cisneros
The Map of Love - Ahdaf Soueif 2011-01-26
Booker Prize Finalist Here is an extraordinary
2/11

Downloaded from mccordia.com on by
guest

cross-cultural love story that unfurls across
Egypt, England, and the United States over the
course of a century. Isabel Parkman, a divorced
American journalist, has fallen in love with a
gifted and difficult Egyptian-American
conductor. Shadowing her romance is the
courtship of her great-grandparents Anna and
Sharif nearly one hundred years before. In 1900
the recently widows Anna Winterbourne left
England for Egypt, an outpost of the Empire
roiling with political sentiment. She soon found
herself enraptured by the real Egypt and in love
with Sharif Pasha al-Baroudi, an Egyptian
nationalist. When Isabel, in an attempt to
discover the truth behind her heritage, reenacts
Anna’s excursion to Egypt, the story of her
great-grandparents unravels before her,
revealing startling parallels for her own life.
Combining the romance and intricate narrative
of a nineteenth-century novel with a very
modern sense of culture and politics—both
sexual and international—Ahdaf Soueif has
created a thoroughly seductive and mesmerizing
tale.
A Case of Exploding Mangoes - Mohammed
Hanif 2010-10-29
Teasing, provocative, and very funny,
Mohammed Hanif’s debut novel takes one of the
subcontinent’s enduring mysteries and out if it
spins a tale as rich and colourful as a beggar’s
dream. Why did a Hercules C130, the world’s
sturdiest plane, carrying Pakistan’s military
dictator General Zia ul Haq, go down on 17
August, 1988? Was it because of: 1. Mechanical
failure 2. Human error 3. The CIA’s impatience
4. A blind woman’s curse 5. Generals not happy
with their pension plans 6. The mango season Or
could it be your narrator, Ali Shigri? Here are
the facts: • A military dictator reads the Quran
every morning as if it was his daily horoscope. •
Under Officer Ali Shigri carries a deadly
message on the tip of his sword. • His friend
Obaid answers all life’s questions with a splash
of eau de cologne and a quote from Rilke. • A
crow has crossed the Pakistani border illegally.
As young Shigri moves from a mosque hall to his
military barracks before ending up in a Mughal
dungeon, there are questions that haunt him:
What does it mean to betray someone and still
love them? How many names does Allah really
have? Who killed his father, Colonel Shigri? Who
burnt-shadows-by-shamsie-kamila-author-apr-27-2009-paperback

will kill his killers? And where the hell has Obaid
disappeared to?
Salt and Saffron - Kamila Shamsie 2013-06-04
Aliya may not have inherited her family's
patrician looks, but she is as much a prey to the
legends of her family that stretch back to the
days of Timur Lang. Aristocratic and eccentricthe clan has plenty of stories to tell, and secrets
to hide. Like salt and saffron, which both flavor
food but in slightly different ways, it is the small,
subtle differences that cause the most trouble in
Aliya's family. The family problems and scandals
caused by these minute differences echo the
history of the sub-continent and the story of
Partition. A superb storyteller, Kamila Shamsie
writes with warmth and gusto. Through the
many anecdotes about Pakistani family life, she
hints at the larger tale of a divided nation.
Spanning the subcontinent from the Muslim
invasions to the Partition, this is a magical novel
about the shapes stories can take- turning into
myths, appearing in history books and entering
into our lives.
Burnt Shadows - Kamila Shamsie 2009-05-29
Hiroko steps out onto the veranda. Her body
from neck down a silk column, white with three
black cranes swooping across her back. She
looks out towards the mountains, and everything
is more beautiful to her than it was early this
morning. Nagasaki is more beautiful to her than
ever before. She turns her head and sees the
spires of Urakami Cathedral, which Konrad is
looking up at when he notices a gap open
between the clouds. Sunlight streams through,
pushing the clouds apart even further. Hiroko.
And then the world goes white. —From Burnt
Shadows by Kamila Shamsie -- The morning of
August 9, 1945 breaks dreary and unspectacular
in the city of Nagasaki. Nonetheless, twenty-one
year-old Hiroko Tanaka is elated: she is in love.
Her emerging romance with the displaced
German Konrad Weiss offers release from the
greyness of wartime deprivation. In this time of
heightened xenophobia, their affair must be kept
secret, particularly as Hiroko’s father has
recently been outcast for questioning the
patriotism of sending children on kamikaze
missions. As Hiroko and Konrad furtively plan
for a future after the war, there is no way they
can comprehend the unspeakable devastation
bearing down upon them. Two years later,
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Hiroko arrives in Delhi at the home of Konrad’s
sister Ilse and his brother-in-law James Burton.
Upon Hiroko’s back are crane-shaped scars,
seared into her skin when her kimono was
incinerated by the bomb. She is on the run from
unbearable memories, as well as from the stigma
of being branded a hibakusha, a survivor of the
bomb. Ilse, in an uncharacteristically impulsive
move, welcomes Hiroko into her home, seeing in
the brave young woman a possibility of release
from her own conscripted existence. Hiroko
quickly destabilizes the frigid hierarchy of the
household, much to the relief of Sajjad Ashraf,
James’s bored servant. Tensions are running
high in the Mohalla with the looming partition of
India and Pakistan. Will Sajjad remain in his
beloved Dilli/Delhi, or depart with so many
others for the promise of Pakistan? Sajjad’s
family has secured for him a wife, and he yearns
for a legal career, still half-clinging to the hope
that James will assist him. But James’s only use
for him is as a chess opponent, an idle
distraction as the Raj winds to a close. The
Burtons are preparing to decamp for England,
having already dispatched their son Harry to
boarding school. But what James does not know
is that Ilse is making other plans. A romance
blooms between Hiroko and Sajjad, much to the
incredulity of the Burtons, whose own emotional
lives have become entwined in the futures of
their charismatic young charges. Despite
outbursts of jealousies and a terrible act of
betrayal, the Burtons nevertheless assist Hiroko
and Sajjad in their flight to married life in
Istanbul. Later the Ashrafs will move to Karachi
to raise their son, Raza. The lives of the Ashrafs
and the Burtons will remain entwined for
decades, though in ways they cannot anticipate.
Across continents and through geopolitical flux,
each family will continue to act as a catalytic
force upon the other, sometimes in life-saving
ways, and sometimes causing great peril. Why is
it that some bonds flourish in times of crisis, and
why do some fail? What defines the character
that survives the cruelest of circumstances? And
how is it that entire populations can support
unspeakable acts en masse, while relating as
individuals with compassion? Longlisted for the
prestigious Orange Prize for Fiction, Kamila
Shamsie’s Burnt Shadows is an enthralling metacultural epic, the panoramic tale of two families
burnt-shadows-by-shamsie-kamila-author-apr-27-2009-paperback

tangled together in some of the most devastating
conflicts of modern history.
Narrating South Asian Partition - Anindya
Raychaudhuri 2019-06-03
The history of the 1947 Indian/Pakistani
partition is one of separation: a country and
people newly divided. However, in telling this
story, Anindya Raychaudhuri, the son of a
partition participant, looks to unity, joining for
the first time the public and private memory
narratives of this pivotal moment in time.
Narrating Partition features in-depth interviews
with more than 120 individuals across India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, and the United Kingdom,
each reflecting on a direct or inherited
experience of the 1947 Indian/Pakistani
partition. Through the collection of these oral
history narratives, Raychaudhuri is able to place
them into comparison with the literary,
cinematic, and artistic representations of
partition, and in doing so, examine the ways this
event is remembered, re-interpreted, and
reconstructed--and the narrator's role in this
process. These stories also reflect on the themes
of home, family, violence, childhood, trains, and
rivers within these public and private narratives.
Crucially, Raychaudhuri is the first writer to use
oral history in addressing the Bengal/Punjab
partition as part of this same event, examining
the memorial legacy in both the Bengali and
Punjabi communities.
Vishnu's Crowded Temple - Maria Misra
2008-01-01
As it enters its sixtieth year of independence,
India stands on the threshold of superpower
status. Yet India is strikingly different from all
other global colossi. While it is the world's most
populous democracy and enjoys the benefits of
its internationally competitive high-tech and
software industries, India also contends with
extremes of poverty, inequality, and political and
religious violence. This accessible and vividly
written book presents a new interpretation of
India's history, focusing particular attention on
the impact of British imperialism on Independent
India. Maria Misra begins with the rebellion
against the British in 1857 and tracks the
country's advance to the present day. India's
extremes persist, the author argues, because its
politics rest upon a peculiar foundation in which
traditional ideas of hierarchy, difference, and
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privilege coexist to a remarkable degree with
modern notions of equality and democracy. The
challenge of India's leaders today, as in the last
sixty years, is to weave together the disparate
threads of the nation's ancient culture, colonial
legacy, and modern experience.
In the City by the Sea - Kamila Shamsie
2011-06-06
Hasan is eleven years old. He loves cricket,
pomegranates, the night sky, his clever, vibrant
artistic mother and his etymologically obsessed
lawyer father, and he adores his next-door
neighbour Zehra. One early summer morning,
while lazing happily on the roof, Hasan watches
a young boy flying a yellow kite fall to his death.
Soon after, Hasan's idyllic, sheltered family life
is shattered when his beloved uncle Salman, a
dissenting politician, is arrested and charged
with treason... Set in a land ruled by an
oppresive military regime, this eloquent,
charming and quietly political novel vividly
recreates the confusing world of a young boy on
the edge of adulthood, and beautifully illustrates
the transformative power of the imagination.
How Late It Was How Late - James Kelman
2012-09-30
WINNER OF 1994 THE BOOKER PRIZE.
Sammy's had a bad week. Most of it's just a
blank space in his mind, and the bits that he can
remember, he'd rather not. His wallet's gone,
along with his new shoes, he's been arrested
then beaten up by the police and thrown out on
the street - and he's just gone blind. He
remembers a row with his girlfriend, but she
seems to have disappeared; and he might have
been trying to fix a bit of business up with an old
mate, he's not too sure. Things aren't looking too
good for Sammy and his problems have hardly
begun. 'A passionate, scintillating, brilliant song
of a book' Guardian
Helium - Jaspreet Singh 2013-08-06
On 1 November 1984, a day after Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi's assassination, a nineteen-yearold student, Raj, travels back from a class trip
with his mentor, Professor Singh. As the group
disembark at Delhi station a mob surrounds the
professor, throws a tire over him, douses him in
gasoline, and sets him alight. Years later, after
moving to the United States, Raj finds himself
compelled to return to India to find his
professor's widow, the beautiful and enigmatic
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Nelly. As the two walk through the misty
mountains of Shimla, painful memories emerge,
and Raj realizes he must face the truth about his
father's role in a genocidal pogrom. But, as they
soon discover, the path leads inexorably back to
that day at the train station. In this lyrical and
haunting exploration of one of the most shocking
moments in the history of the Indian nation,
Jaspreet Singh has crafted an affecting and
important story of memory, collective silences
and personal trauma.
The Wall - William Sutcliffe 2014-01-01
A powerful, searing story of a divided city where one boy strays on to the wrong side of the
wall, and finds his life changed for ever . . .
Brick Lane - Monica Ali 2008-12-26
BY THE BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF LOVE
MARRIAGE SHORTLISTED FOR THE MAN
BOOKER PRIZE THE SUNDAY TIMES and NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A RICHARD AND
JUDY PICK 'Written with a wisdom and skill that
few authors attain in a lifetime' SUNDAY TIMES
Still in her teenage years, Nazneen finds herself
in an arranged marriage with a disappointed
older man. Away from her Bangladeshi village,
home is now a cramped flat in a high-rise block
in London's East End. Nazneen knows not a
word of English, and is forced to depend on her
husband. Confined in her tiny flat, Nazneen sews
furiously for a living, shut away with her buttons
and linings - until the radical Karim steps
unexpectedly into her life. On a background of
racial conflict and tension, they embark on a
love affair that forces Nazneen finally to take
control of her fate. A GRANTA BEST OF
BRITISH YOUNG NOVELIST SHORTLISTED
FOR THE GUARDIAN FIRST BOOK AWARD 'A
brilliant evocation of sensuality' DAILY
TELEGRAPH 'A novel that will last' GUARDIAN
'Highly evolved and accomplished' OBSERVER
Reader's love for BRICK LANE: 'Memorable and
gripping' ***** 'The kind of book that changes
your perception of the world' ***** 'This has
become a classic and i can see why'***** 'Funny,
sharp and very touching' *****
Rethinking Identities in Contemporary
Pakistani Fiction - A. Kanwal 2015-03-09
This book focuses on the way that notions of
home and identity have changed for Muslims as
a result of international 'war on terror' rhetoric.
It uniquely links the post-9/11 stereotyping of
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Muslims and Islam in the West to the roots of
current jihadism and the resurgence of
ethnocentrism within the subcontinent and
beyond.
Does My Head Look Big in This? - Randa
Abdel-Fattah 2014-05-01
Don't panic - I'm Islamic! Amal is a 16-year-old
Melbourne teen with all the usual obsessions
about boys, chocolate and Cosmo magazine.
She's also a Muslim, struggling to honour the
Islamic faith in a society that doesn't understand
it. The story of her decision to "shawl up" is
funny, surprising and touching by turns.
Kartography - Kamila Shamsie 2011-06-06
What is the moment, that exact moment when
everything changes and the friends you have
been, become the lovers you might be? Soul
mates from birth Karim and Raheen finish one
another's sentences, speak in anagrams and lie
spine to spine as children. They are irrevocably
bound to one another and to Karachi, Pakistan.
It beats in their hearts - violent, polluted,
corrupt, vibrant, brave and ultimately, home.
However, Raheen is fiercely loyal and naively
blinkered and she resents Karim's need to map
their city, his need to name its streets and to
expand the privileged world they know. When
Karim is forced to leave for London their
differences of opinion become a painful quarrel.
As the years go by they let a barrier of silence
build between them until, finally, they are
brought together during a dry summer of strikes
and ethnic violence and their relationship is
poised between strained friendship and fated
love. Impassioned and touching, KARTOGRAPHY
is a love song to Karachi. In her extraordinary
new novel, Kamila Shamsie shows us that
whatever happens in the world, we must never
forget the complicated war in our own hearts.
The Scatter Here Is Too Great - Bilal Tanweer
2013-12-04
The Scatter Here Is Too Great heralds a major
new voice from Pakistan with a stunning
debut—a novel told in a rich variety of
distinctive voices that converge at a single
horrific event: a bomb blast at a station in the
heart of the city. Comrade Sukhansaz, an old
communist poet, is harassed on a bus full of
college students minutes before the blast. His
son, a wealthy middle-aged businessman, yearns
for his own estranged child. A young man,
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Sadeq, has a dead-end job snatching cars from
people who have defaulted on their bank loans,
while his girlfriend spins tales for her young
brother to conceal her own heartbreak. An
ambulance driver picking up the bodies after the
blast has a shocking encounter with two strangelooking men whom nobody else seems to notice.
And in the midst of it all, a solitary writer,
tormented with grief for his dead father and his
decimated city, struggles to find words.
Elegantly weaving together a striking portrait of
a city and its people, The Scatter Here Is Too
Great is a love story written to Karachi—as
vibrant and varied in its characters, passions,
and idiosyncrasies as the city itself.
The State of Islam - Saadia Toor 2011-08-15
The State of Islam tells the story of the Pakistani
nation-state through the lens of the Cold War,
and more recently the War on Terror, in order to
shed light on the domestic and international
processes behind the rise of militant Islam
across the world. Unlike existing scholarship on
nationalism, Islam, and the state in Pakistan,
which tends to privilege events in a narrowlydefined political realm, The State of Islam is a
Gramscian analysis of cultural politics in
Pakistan from its origins to the contemporary
period. The author uses the tools of cultural
studies and postcolonial theory to understand
what is at stake in discourses of Islam, socialism,
and the nation in Pakistan. Among other things,
The State of Islam seeks to explain how Pakistan
went from being a place where the strategic
battle for hegemony was fought between two
secular forces -- the liberal nationalists and the
Marxist cultural Left or Progressives -- to one
where the national discourse has become
increasingly defined by the agenda of the
religious right. Toor argues how this was
directly tied to the Cold War context in which
political Islam was advanced, along with the
marginalization and active repression of the
organized Left and attempts to marginalize its
alternate visions of Pakistani society.
States of Emergency - Stephen Morton
2013-01-01
States of Emergency examines how violent
anticolonial struggles and the legal, military, and
political techniques employed by colonial
governments to contain them have been
imagined in both literary and legal narratives.
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Through a series of case studies, Stephen
Morton considers how colonial states of
emergency have been defined and represented
in the contexts of Ireland, India, South Africa,
Algeria, Kenya, and Israel- Palestine, concluding
with a compelling assessment of the continuities
between colonial states of emergency and the
war on terror in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan.
Dialogue of the Dogs - Miguel de Cervantes
Saavedra 2004
The Dialogue of the Dogs is an inspired work of
psychological observation by the master of the
picaresque novel. In it, Cervantes displays all the
clarity and warmth that marks the rich prose of
Don Quixote. Given the gift of speech for a day,
two dogs set about satirizing humans, their
supposed superiors. In an exchange reminiscent
of the ancient Greek Dialogues, they recount
their experiences under their various masters.
But whether butcher, constable, merchant, or
gypsy, each is decried as corrupt to the core.
Through the scathing Berganza and the critical
Scipio, Cervantes delivers an ingenious critique
of the morality of 16th-century Spain, and a
timeless and telling portrayal of the heart of
man. Author of the universally known Don
Quixote, Miguel de Cervantes is Spain’s greatest
writer.
The Age of Orphans - Laleh Khadivi 2009-07-01
Told with an evocative richness of language that
recalls Michael Ondaatje or Anita Desai, the
story of Reza Khourdi is that of the 20th century
everyman, cast out from the clan in the name of
nation, progress and modernity who cannot help
but leave behind a shadow that yearns for the
impossible dreams of love, land and home.
Before following his father into battle, he had
been like any other Kurdish boy: in love with his
Maman, fascinated by birds and the rugged
Zagros mountains, dutiful to his stern and
powerful Baba. But after he becomes orphaned
in a massacre by the armies of Iran's new Shah,
Reza Pahlavi I.; he is taken in by the very army
that has killed his parents, re-named Reza
Khourdi, and indoctrinated into the modern,
seductive ways of the newly minted nation,
careful to hide his Kurdish origins with every
step. The Age of Orphans follows Reza on his
meteoric rise in ranks, his marriage to a proud
Tehrani woman and his eventual deployment, as
Capitan, back to the Zagros Mountains and the
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ever-defiant Kurds. Here Reza is responsible for
policing, and sometimes killing, his own people,
and it is here that his carefully crafted persona
begins to fissure and crack.
Kartography - Kamila Shamsie 2002
What is the moment, that exact moment when
everything changes and the friends you have
been, become the lovers you might be? Soul
mates from birth Karim and Raheen finish one
another's sentences, speak in anagrams and lie
spine to spine as children. They are irrevocably
bound to one another and to Karachi, Pakistan.
It beats in their hearts - violent, polluted,
corrupt, vibrant, brave and ultimately, home.
However, Raheen is fiercely loyal and naively
blinkered and she resents Karim's need to map
their city, his need to name its streets and to
expand the privileged world they know. When
Karim is forced to leave for London their
differences of opinion become a painful quarrel.
As the years go by they let a barrier of silence
build between them until, finally, they are
brought together during a dry summer of strikes
and ethnic violence and their relationship is
poised between strained friendship and fated
love. Impassioned and touching, KARTOGRAPHY
is a love song to Karachi. In her extraordinary
new novel, Kamila Shamsie shows us that
whatever happens in the world, we must never
forget the complicated war in our own hearts.
All the Lives We Never Lived - Anuradha Roy
2018-11-20
From the Man Booker Prize-nominated author of
Sleeping on Jupiter and “one of India’s greatest
living authors” (O, The Oprah Magazine), a
poignant and sweeping novel set in India during
World War II and the present day about a son’s
quest to uncover the truth about his mother. In
my childhood, I was known as the boy whose
mother had run off with an Englishman. The
man was in fact German, but in small‑town India
in those days, all white foreigners were largely
thought of as British. So begins the “gracefully
wrought” (Kirkus Reviews) story of Myshkin and
his mother, Gayatri, who rebels against tradition
to follow her artist’s instinct for freedom.
Freedom of a different kind is in the air across
India. The fight against British rule is reaching a
critical turn. The Nazis have come to power in
Germany. At this point of crisis, two strangers
arrive in Gayatri’s town, opening up to her the
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vision of other possible lives. What took
Myshkin’s mother from India and Dutch-held
Bali in the 1930s, ripping a knife through his
comfortingly familiar universe? Excavating the
roots of the world in which he was abandoned,
Myshkin comes to understand the connections
between the anguish at home and a war‑torn
universe overtaken by patriotism. Evocative and
moving, “this mesmerizing exploration of the
darker consequences of freedom, love, and
loyalty is an astonishing display of Roy’s literary
prowess” (Publishers Weekly).
The Things I Would Tell You - Sabrina Mahfouz
2017-04-03
From established literary heavyweights to
emerging spoken word artists, the writers in this
ground-breaking collection blow away the
narrow image of the ‘Muslim Woman’. Hear
from users of Islamic Tinder, a disenchanted
Maulana working as a TV chat show host and a
plastic surgeon blackmailed by MI6. Follow the
career of an actress with Middle-Eastern
heritage whose dreams of playing a ghostbuster
spiral into repeat castings as a jihadi bride.
Among stories of honour killings and ill-fated
love in besieged locations, we also find heartwarming connections and powerful challenges to
the status quo. From Algiers to Brighton, these
stories transcend time and place revealing just
how varied the search for belonging can be.
Between them the writers in this anthology have
been short- or long-listed for four Orange Prizes,
two Man Booker Prizes and won countless other
awards. Alongside renowned authors are
emerging voices published here for the first
time.
Home Fire - Kamila Shamsie 2018-09-04
“Ingenious… Builds to one of the most
memorable final scenes I’ve read in a novel this
century.” —The New York Times WINNER OF
THE 2018 WOMEN'S PRIZE FOR FICTION
FINALIST FOR THE 2019 INTERNATIONAL
DUBLIN LITERARY AWARD LONGLISTED FOR
THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE The suspenseful and
heartbreaking story of an immigrant family
driven to pit love against loyalty, with
devastating consequences, from the author of
the forthcoming novel Best of Friends Isma is
free. After years of watching out for her younger
siblings in the wake of their mother’s death,
she’s accepted an invitation from a mentor in
burnt-shadows-by-shamsie-kamila-author-apr-27-2009-paperback

America that allows her to resume a dream long
deferred. But she can’t stop worrying about
Aneeka, her beautiful, headstrong sister back in
London, or their brother, Parvaiz, who’s
disappeared in pursuit of his own dream, to
prove himself to the dark legacy of the jihadist
father he never knew. When he resurfaces half a
globe away, Isma’s worst fears are confirmed.
Then Eamonn enters the sisters’ lives. Son of a
powerful political figure, he has his own
birthright to live up to—or defy. Is he to be a
chance at love? The means of Parvaiz’s
salvation? Suddenly, two families’ fates are
inextricably, devastatingly entwined, in this
searing novel that asks: What sacrifices will we
make in the name of love?
A God in Every Stone - Kamila Shamsie
2015-06-11
In the summer of 1914 a young Englishwoman,
Vivian Rose Spencer, joins an archaeological dig
in Turkey, fulfilling a long-held dream. Working
alongside Germans and Turks, she falls in love
with archaeologist Tahsin Bey and joins him in
his quest to find an ancient silver circlet. But the
outbreak of war in Europe brings her idyllic
summer to a sudden end, and her new friends
become her nation's enemies. Thousands of
miles away, twenty-year-old Pathan Qayyum Gul
is learning about brotherhood and loyalty in the
British Indian army. When he loses an eye in
battle and is sent to England to recuperate, his
allegiances falter. Returning home at last,
Qayyum shares a train carriage with Vivian
Rose, whose continued search for the circlet has
led her to Peshawar in the heart of the British
Raj. Many years later, the two cross paths again,
and their loyalties will be tested once more
amidst massacres, cover-ups, and the
disappearance of a young man they both love.
The Calligrapher - Edward Docx 2005
After meeting the enigmatic Madeleine, Jasper, a
calligrapher and notorious seducer, finds himself
falling in love and discovers in the poems of John
Donne, which he has been transcribing, the
meaning of love and life.
The Tiger Queens - Stephanie Thornton
2014-11-04
In the late twelfth century, across the sweeping
Mongolian grasslands, brilliant, charismatic
Temujin ascends to power, declaring himself the
Great, or Genghis, Khan. But it is the women
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who stand beside him who ensure his triumph....
After her mother foretells an ominous future for
her, gifted Borte becomes an outsider within her
clan. When she seeks comfort in the arms of
aristocratic traveler Jamuka, she discovers he is
the blood brother of Temujin, the man who
agreed to marry her and then abandoned her
long before they could wed. Temujin will return
and make Borte his queen, yet it will take many
women to safeguard his fragile new kingdom.
Their daughter, the fierce Alaqai, will ride and
shoot an arrow as well as any man. Fatima, an
elegant Persian captive, will transform her
desire for revenge into an unbreakable loyalty.
And Sorkhokhtani, a demure widow, will position
her sons to inherit the empire when it begins to
fracture from within. In a world lit by fire and
ruled by the sword, the tiger queens of Genghis
Khan come to depend on one another as they
fight and love, scheme and sacrifice, all for the
good of their family...and the greatness of the
People of the Felt Walls.
The Lacuna - Barbara Kingsolver 2009-11-05
** NOW INCLUDES THE FIRST CHAPTER OF
DEMON COPPERHEAD: THE NEW BARBARA
KINGSOLVER NOVEL** ** DEMON
COPPERHEAD AVAILABLE FOR PRE-ORDER
NOW ** 'Lush.' Sunday Times 'Superb.' Daily
Mail 'Elegantly written.' Sunday Telegraph From
Pulitzer Prize nominee and award winning
author of Homeland, The Poisonwood Bible and
Flight Behaviour, The Lacuna is the
heartbreaking story of a man torn between the
warm heart of Mexico and the cold embrace of
1950s America in the shadow of Senator
McCarthy. Born in America and raised in
Mexico, Harrison Shepherd is a liability to his
social-climbing flapper mother, Salome. When he
starts work in the household of Mexican artists
Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo - where the
Bolshevik leader, Lev Trotsky, is also being
harboured as a political exile - he inadvertently
casts his lot with art, communism and
revolution. A compulsive diarist, he records and
relates his colourful experiences of life with
Diego Rivera, Frida Kahlo and Trotsky in the
midst of the Mexican revolution. A violent
upheaval sends him back to America; but
political winds continue to throw him between
north and south, in a plot that turns many times
on the unspeakable breach - the lacuna burnt-shadows-by-shamsie-kamila-author-apr-27-2009-paperback

between truth and public presumption.
The Shadow of the Crescent Moon - Fatima
Bhutto 2015-03-24
Long-listed for the Baileys Women’s Prize for
Fiction, a lyrical novel set over the course of one
morning in a small town in Pakistan Fatima
Bhutto’s stunning debut novel chronicles the
lives of five young people trying to live and love
in a world on fire. Set during the American
invasion of Afghanistan, The Shadow of the
Crescent Moon begins and ends one rain-swept
Friday morning in Mir Ali, a small town in
Pakistan’s Tribal Areas close to the Afghan
border. Three brothers meet for breakfast. Soon
after, the eldest, Aman Erum, recently returned
from America, hails a taxi to the local mosque.
Sikandar, a doctor, drives to the hospital where
he works, but must first stop to collect his
troubled wife, who has not joined the family that
morning. No one knows where Mina goes these
days. Sikandar is exhausted by Mina’s instability
and by the pall of grief that has enveloped his
family. But when, later in the morning, the two
are taken hostage by members of the Taliban,
Mina will prove to be stronger than anyone
could have imagined. The youngest of the three
leaves for town on a motorbike. An idealist,
Hayat holds strong to his deathbed promise to
their father—to free Mir Ali from oppressors.
Seated behind him is a beautiful, fragile girl
whose life and thoughts are overwhelmed by the
war that has enveloped the place of her birth.
Three hours later their day will end in
devastating circumstances. In this beautifully
observed novel, individuals are pushed to make
terrible choices. And as the events of this single
morning unfold, one woman is at the center of it
all. Praise for The Shadow of the Crescent Moon
"Bhutto writes of an extraordinary place where
beauty lives alongside brutality, with superb
poise and a kind of defiant lyricism." —The
Times (UK) "[The Shadow of the Crescent Moon]
is... a human story, with love as well as ideology
- Bhutto blends the two adroitly (and) writes
with great poignancy, keeping the emotional
pitch high." —Financial Times
Fifty Shades of Feminism - Lisa Appignanesi
2013-03-28
Half a century after the publication of The
Feminine Mystique, have women really
exchanged purity and maternity to become
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desiring machines inspired only by variations of
sex, shopping and masochism - all coloured a
brilliant neuro-pink? In this volume, fifty women
young and old - writers, politicians, actors,
scientists, mothers - reflect on the shades that
inspired them and what being woman means to
them today. Contributors include: Margaret
Atwood, Joan Bakewell, Bidisha, Lydia Cacho,
Shami Chakrabarti, Lennie Goodings, Linda
Grant, Natalie Haynes, Siri Hustvedt, Kathy
Lette, Kate Mosse, Pussy Riot, Bee Rowlatt, Elif
Shafak, Ahdaf Soueif, Sandi Toksvig, Natasha
Walter, Timberlake Wertenbaker Jeanette
Winterson - alongside the three editors.
Funny Boy - Shyam Selvadurai 2013-01-29
In this remarkable debut novel, a boy’s
bittersweet passage to maturity and sexual
awakening is set against escalating political
tensions in Sri Lanka, during the seven years
leading up to the 1983 riots. Arjie Chelvaratnam
is a Tamil boy growing up in an extended family
in Colombo. It is through his eyes that the story
unfolds and we meet a delightful, sometimes
eccentric cast of characters. Arjie’s journey from
the luminous simplicity of childhood days into
the more intricately shaded world of adults –
with its secrets, its injustices, and its capacity
for violence – is a memorable one, as time and
time again the true longings of the human heart
are held against the way things are.
Critique and Utopia in Postcolonial
Historical Fiction - Greg Forter 2019-01-17
This bold and ambitious volume argues that
postcolonial historical fiction offers readers
valuable resources for thinking about history
and the relationship between past and present.
It shows how the genre's treatment of
colonialism illustrates continuities between the
colonial era and our own and how the genre
distils from our colonial pasts the evanescent,
utopian intimations of a properly postcolonial
future. Critique and Utopia in Postcolonial
Historical Fiction arrives at these insights by
juxtaposing novels from the Atlantic world with
books from the Indian subcontinent. Attending
to the links across these regions, the volume
develops luminous readings of novels by Patrick
Chamoiseau, J. G. Farrell, Amitav Ghosh, Marlon
James, Hari Kunzru, Toni Morrison, Marlene van
Niekerk, Arundhati Roy, Kamila Shamsie, and
Barry Unsworth. It shows how these works not
burnt-shadows-by-shamsie-kamila-author-apr-27-2009-paperback

only transform our understanding of the colonial
past and the futures that might issue from it, but
also contribute to pressing debates in
postcolonial theory—debates about the politics
of literary forms, the links between cycles of
capital accumulation and the emergence of new
genres, the meaning of 'working through'
traumas in the postcolonial context, the
relationship between colonial and panoptical
power, the continued salience of hybridity and
mimicry for the study of colonialism, and the
tension between national liberation struggles
and transnational forms of solidarity. Beautifully
written and meticulously theorized, Critique and
Utopia in Postcolonial Historical Fiction will be
of interest to students of world literature,
Marxist critics, postcolonial theorists, and
thinkers of the utopian.
The Decameron Project - The New York Times
2020-11-10
A stunning collection of short stories originally
commissioned by The New York Times Magazine
as the COVID-19 pandemic swept the world,
from twenty-nine authors including Margaret
Atwood, Tommy Orange, Edwidge Danticat, this
year's National Book Award winner Charles Yu,
and more. When reality is surreal, only fiction
can make sense of it. In 1353, Giovanni
Boccaccio wrote The Decameron: one hundred
nested tales told by a group of young men and
women passing the time at a villa outside
Florence while waiting out the gruesome Black
Death, a plague that killed more than 25 million
people. Some of the stories are silly, some are
bawdy, some are like fables. In March 2020, the
editors of The New York Times Magazine
created The Decameron Project, an anthology
with a simple, time-spanning goal: to gather a
collection of stories written as our current
pandemic first swept the globe. How might new
fiction from some of the finest writers working
today help us memorialize and understand the
unimaginable? And what could be learned about
how this crisis will affect the art of fiction?
These twenty-nine new stories, from authors
including Margaret Atwood, Tommy Orange,
Edwidge Danticat, Charles Yu, Rachel Kusher,
Colm Toibin, and David Mitchell vary widely in
texture and tone. Their work will be
remembered as a historical tribute to a time and
place unlike any other in our lifetimes, and will
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offer perspective and solace to the reader now
and in a future where COVID-19 is, hopefully,
just a memory. Table of Contents: “Preface” by
Caitlin Roper “Introduction” by Rivka Galchen
“Recognition” by Victor LaValle “A Blue Sky Like
This” by Mona Awad “The Walk” by Kamila
Shamsie “Tales from the LA River” by Colm
Tóibín “Clinical Notes” by Liz Moore “The Team”
by Tommy Orange “The Rock” by Leila Slimani
“Impatient Griselda” by Margaret Atwood
“Under the Magnolia” by Yiyun Li “Outside” by
Etgar Keret “Keepsakes” by Andrew O’Hagan
“The Girl with the Big Red Suitcase” by Rachel
Kushner “The Morningside” by Téa Obreht
“Screen Time” by Alejandro Zambra “How We
Used to Play” by Dinaw Mengestu “Line 19
Woodstock/Glisan” by Karen Russell “If Wishes
Was Horses” by David Mitchell “Systems” by
Charles Yu “The Perfect Travel Buddy” by Paolo
Giordano “An Obliging Robber” by Mia Couto
“Sleep” by Uzodinma Iweala “Prudent Girls” by
Rivers Solomon “That Time at My Brother’s
Wedding” by Laila Lalami “A Time of Death, The
Death of Time” by Julián Fuks “The Cellar” by
Dina Nayeri “Origin Story” by Matthew Baker

burnt-shadows-by-shamsie-kamila-author-apr-27-2009-paperback

“To the Wall” by Esi Edugyan “Barcelona: Open
City” by John Wray “One Thing” by Edwidge
Danticat
A Map of Home - Randa Jarrar 2008-09-02
Nidali, the rebellious daughter of an EgyptianGreek mother and a Palestinian father, narrates
the story of her childhood in Kuwait, her teenage
years in Egypt (to where she and her family fled
the 1990 Iraqi invasion), and her family's last
flight to Texas. Nidali mixes humor with a sharp,
loving portrait of an eccentric middle-class
family, and this perspective keeps her buoyant
through the hardships she encounters: the
humiliation of going through a checkpoint on a
visit to her father's home in the West Bank; the
fights with her father, who wants her to become
a famous professor and stay away from boys; the
end of her childhood as Iraq invades Kuwait on
her thirteenth birthday; and the scare she gives
her family when she runs away from home.
Funny, charming, and heartbreaking, A Map of
Home is the kind of book Tristram Shandy or
Huck Finn would have narrated had they been
born Egyptian-Palestinian and female in the
1970s.
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