Okinawa The History Of An
Island People
If you ally infatuation such a referred Okinawa The History Of
An Island People ebook that will come up with the money for
you worth, get the enormously best seller from us currently from
several preferred authors. If you desire to entertaining books, lots
of novels, tale, jokes, and more fictions collections are also
launched, from best seller to one of the most current released.
You may not be perplexed to enjoy every ebook collections
Okinawa The History Of An Island People that we will utterly
offer. It is not a propos the costs. Its roughly what you need
currently. This Okinawa The History Of An Island People , as one
of the most operational sellers here will extremely be in the
course of the best options to review.

The Okinawan Diaspora in
Japan - Steve Rabson
2012-01-31
The experiences of Okinawans
in mainland Japan, like those of
migrant minorities elsewhere,
derive from a legacy of
colonialism, war, and alien
rule. Okinawans have long
coped with a society in which
differences are often
considered “strange” or
“wrong,” and with a central
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government that has imposed a
mono-cultural standard in
education, publicly priding
itself on the nation’s mythical
“homogeneity.” They have felt
strong pressures to assimilate
by adopting mainland Japanese
culture and concealing or
discarding their own. Recently,
however, a growing pride in
roots has inspired more
Okinawan migrants and their
descendants to embrace their
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own history and culture and to
speak out against inequities.
Their experiences, like those of
minorities in other countries,
have opened them to an acute
and illuminating perspective,
given voice in personal
testimony, literature, and song.
Although much has been
written on Okinawan
emigration abroad, this is the
first book in English to
consider the Okinawan
diaspora in Japan. It is based
on a wide variety of secondary
and primary sources, including
interviews conducted by the
author in the greater Osaka
area over a two-year period.
The work begins with the
experiences of women who
worked in Osaka’s spinning
factories in the early twentieth
century, covers the years of the
Pacific War and the prolonged
U.S. military occupation of
Okinawa, and finally treats the
period following Okinawa’s
reversion to Japan in 1972.
Throughout, it examines the
impact of government and
corporate policies, along with
popular attitudes, for a
compelling account of the
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

Okinawan diaspora in the
context of contemporary
Japan’s struggle to
acknowledge its multiethnic
society. The Okinawan
Diaspora in Japan will find a
ready audience among
students of contemporary
Japanese history and East
Asian societies, as well as
general readers interested in
Okinawans and other
minorities living in Japan.
Militarized Currents - Setsu
Shigematsu 2010
Foregrounding indigenous and
feminist scholarship, this
collection analyzes
militarization as an extension
of colonialism from the late
twentieth to the twenty-first
century in Asia and the Pacific.
The contributors theorize the
effects of militarization across
former and current territories
of Japan and the United States,
such as Guam, Okinawa, the
Marshall Islands, the
Philippines, and Korea,
demonstrating that the
relationship between
militarization and colonial
subordination—and their
gendered and racialized
2/25

Downloaded from
mccordia.com on by guest

processes—shapes and
produces bodies of memory,
knowledge, and resistance.
Contributors: Walden Bello, U
of the Philippines; Michael
Lujan Bevacqua, U of Guam;
Patti Duncan, Oregon State U;
Vernadette Vicuña Gonzalez, U
of Hawai‘i, M noa; Insook
Kwon, Myongji U; Laurel A.
Monnig, U of Illinois,
Urbana–Champaign; Katharine
H. S. Moon, Wellesley College;
Jon Kamakawiwo‘ole Osorio, U
of Hawai‘i, M noa; Naoki Sakai,
Cornell U; Fumika Sato,
Hitotsubashi U; Theresa
Cenidoza Suarez, California
State U, San Marcos; Teresia
K. Teaiwa, Victoria U,
Wellington; Wesley Iwao
Ueunten, San Francisco State
U.
Okinawan Diaspora - Ronald Y.
Nakasone 2002-02-28
The first Okinawan immigrants
arrived in Honolulu in January
1900 to work as contract
laborers on Hawai'i's sugar
plantations. Over time
Okinawans would continue
migrating east to the
continental U.S., Canada,
Brazil, Peru, Argentina, Bolivia,
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

Mexico, Cuba, Paraguay, New
Caledonia, and the islands of
Micronesia. The essays in this
volume commemorate these
diasporic experiences within
the geopolitical context of East
Asia. Using primary sources
and oral history, individual
contributors examine how
Okinawan identity was
constructed in the various
countries to which Okinawans
migrated, and how their
experiences were shaped by
the Japanese nation-building
project and by globalization.
Essays explore the return to
Okinawan sovereignty, or what
Nobel Laureate Oe Kenzaburo
called an "impossible
possibility," and the role of the
Okinawan labor diaspora in
Japan's imperial expansion into
the Philippines and Micronesia.
Contributors: Arakaki Makoto,
Robert K. Arakaki, Hokama
Shuzen, Edith M. Kaneshiro,
Ronald Y. Nakasone, Nomura
Koya, Shirota Chika, Tomiyama
Ichiro, Wesley Ueunten.
Military Government in the
Ryukyu Islands 1945- 1950 Arnold G. Fisch 1988
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Night in the American
Village - Akemi Johnson
2019-06-18
“A lively encounter with
identity and American military
history in Okinawa. Night in
the American Village is by
turns intellectual, hip, and
sexy. I admire it for its ferocity,
style, and vigor. A wonderful
book.” —Anthony Swofford,
author of Jarhead A beautifully
written examination of the
complex relationship between
the women living near the U.S.
bases in Okinawa and the
servicemen who are stationed
there At the southern end of
the Japanese archipelago lies
Okinawa, host to a vast
complex of U.S. military bases.
A legacy of World War II, these
bases have been a fraught
issue in Japan for
decades—with tensions
exacerbated by the often
volatile relationship between
islanders and the military,
especially after the brutal rape
of a twelve-year-old girl by
three servicemen in the 1990s.
But the situation is more
complex than it seems. In
Night in the American Village,
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

journalist Akemi Johnson takes
readers deep into the “border
towns” surrounding the
bases—a world where cultural
and political fault lines compel
individuals, both Japanese and
American, to continually
renegotiate their own
identities. Focusing on the
women there, she follows the
complex fallout of the murder
of an Okinawan woman by an
ex–U.S. serviceman in 2016
and speaks to protesters, to
women who date and marry
American men and groups that
help them when problems
arise, and to Okinawans whose
family members survived World
War II. Thought-provoking and
timely, Night in the American
Village is a vivid look at the
enduring wounds of U.S.Japanese history and the
cultural and sexual politics of
the American military empire.
Language Crisis in the Ryukyus
- Mark Anderson 2015-01-12
Long denigrated as dialects of
Japanese, the Ryukyuan
languages are today
recognized as languages in
their own right. However,
speakers of Ryukyuan
4/25

Downloaded from
mccordia.com on by guest

languages have suffered from
stigmatization, oppressive
language policies and
domination from outside the
Ryukyu Archipelago. As a
result, the Ryukyuan languages
are now severely endangered.
This volume depicts, roughly in
chronological order, aspects
which have led to the language
crisis in the Ryukyus today.
Taking account of these factors
is important because
endangered languages can only
be maintained and revitalized
on the basis of a
comprehensive understanding
of why these languages became
endangered in the first place.
The chapters of this book have
been written by leading experts
in Ryukyuan sociolinguistics
and the scope encompasses the
entire field. It sheds light on
the dark side of language
modernization, on a misplaced
obsession with monolingualism,
and on Japan’s difficulties in
surmounting its invented selfimage.
Dancing with the Dead Christopher T. Nelson
2008-11-21
Challenging conventional
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

understandings of time and
memory, Christopher T. Nelson
examines how contemporary
Okinawans have contested,
appropriated, and transformed
the burdens and possibilities of
the past. Nelson explores the
work of a circle of Okinawan
storytellers, ethnographers,
musicians, and dancers deeply
engaged with the legacies of a
brutal Japanese colonial era,
the almost unimaginable
devastation of the Pacific War,
and a long American military
occupation that still casts its
shadow over the islands. The
ethnographic research that
Nelson conducted in Okinawa
in the late 1990s—and his
broader effort to understand
Okinawans’ critical and
creative struggles—was
inspired by his first visit to the
islands in 1985 as a lieutenant
in the U.S. Marine Corps.
Nelson analyzes the practices
of specific performers, showing
how memories are recalled,
bodies remade, and actions
rethought as Okinawans work
through fragments of the past
in order to reconstruct the
fabric of everyday life. Artists
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such as the popular Okinawan
actor and storyteller Fujiki
Hayato weave together genres
including Japanese stand-up
comedy, Okinawan celebratory
rituals, and ethnographic
studies of war memory,
encouraging their audiences to
imagine other ways to live in
the modern world. Nelson
looks at the efforts of
performers and activists to
wrest the Okinawan past from
romantic representations of
idyllic rural life in the Japanese
media and reactionary
appropriations of traditional
values by conservative
politicians. In his consideration
of eisā, the traditional dance
for the dead, Nelson finds a
practice that reaches beyond
the expected boundaries of
mourning and commemoration,
as the living and the dead come
together to create a moment in
which a new world might be
built from the ruins of the old.
Okinawa: the last battle - Roy
Edgar Appleman 1948
Grenade - Alan Gratz
2019-01-03
It's 1945, and the world is in
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

the grip of war. Hideki lives
with his family on the island of
Okinawa, near Japan. When the
Second World War crashes
onto his shores, Hideki is
drafted to fight for the
Japanese army. He is handed a
grenade and a set of
instructions: Don't come back
until you've killed an American
soldier. Ray, a young American
Marine, has just landed on
Okinawa. This is Ray's firstever battle, and he doesn't
know what to expect -- or if
he'll make it out alive. All he
knows that the enemy is
everywhere. Hideki and Ray
each fight their way across the
island, surviving heartpounding ambushes and
dangerous traps. But then the
two of them collide in the
middle of the battle... And
choices they make in that
single instant will change
everything. Alan Gratz, New
York Times bestselling author
of Refugee, returns with this
high-octane story of how fear
and war tear us apart, but how
hope and redemption tie us
together. Reviews for Refugee:
"An absolute must read for
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people of all ages" - Hannah
Greendale, Goodreads "Like RJ
Palacio's Wonder, this book
should be mandatory
reading..." - Skip, Goodreads "I
liked how the book linked
history with adventure, and
combined to make a realistic
storyline for all three
characters" - AJH, aged 11,
Toppsta
OKINAWA - ジョージ・カー 2015
Okinawa and the U.S.
Military - Masamichi S. Inoue
2007
Inoue traces these
developments as well,
revealing the ways in which
Tokyo has assisted the United
States in implementing a
system of governance that
continues to expand through
the full participation and
cooperation of residents.".
The Ryukyu Kingdom Mamoru Akamine 2016-12-31
This English translation of a
key work by one of Okinawa’s
most respected historians,
Mamoru Akamine, provides a
compelling new picture of the
role played by the Ryukyu
Kingdom in the history of East
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

Asia. Okinawa Island, from
which the present-day
Japanese prefecture derives its
name, is the largest of the
Ryukyu Islands, an archipelago
that stretches between Japan
and Taiwan. In the present
volume, Akamine chronicles
the rise of the Ryukyu Kingdom
in the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries, when it played a
major part in East Asian trade
and diplomacy. Then Ryukyu
was indeed the cornerstone in
a vibrant East Asian trade
sphere centered on Ming
China, linking what we now
call Japan, Korea, and China to
Southeast Asia. With historical
and cultural connections to
both Japan and China, Ryukyu
also mediated diplomatically
between the two nations,
whose leaders more often than
not refused to deal with each
other directly. But eventually
the kingdom became a victim
of its own success. Political
developments in China and
Japan starting in the sixteenth
century brought great changes
to the region, and in 1609
Ryukyu was invaded by
Satsuma, Japan’s southernmost
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domain. The China-Japan
geopolitical rivalry would in
time be acted out within
Ryukyu itself, as one faction
strove to maintain ties with
China while another supported
union with rapidly modernizing
Japan. Throughout the work
Akamine’s approach to Ryukyu
history is distinguished by his
expert use of Chinese and
Korean sources, which allows
him to examine events from
several different angles. This
contributes to a broad,
sweeping narrative, revealing
an East Asia made up of many
shifting and interrelated
parts—not just nation states
pursuing their own interests.
Akamine’s facility with Chinese
texts in particular uncovers
telling details that add
considerably to the historical
record. His meticulous account
of one of Ryukyu’s tribute
missions to China, for example,
or the role of feng shui in the
design of Shuri Castle, the
royal and administrative center
of the kingdom, is detailed
without being pedantic. As a
result, readers will come away
with a broader, more informed
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

understanding of Ryukyu’s
significance in the region and
the complexity of its relations
with its neighbors.
Visions of Ryukyu - Gregory
Smits 1999-01-01
Between 1609 and 1879, the
geographical, political, and
ideological status of the
Kingdom of Ryukyu (modern
Okinawa) was characterized by
its ambiguity. It was
subordinate to its larger
neighbors, China and Japan,
yet an integral part of neither.
A Japanese invasion force from
Satsuma had conquered the
kingdom in 1609, resulting in
its partial incorporation into
Tokugawa Japan’s bakuhan
state. Given Ryukyu’s longstanding ties with China and
East Asian foreign relations
following the rise of the Qing
dynasty, however, the bakufu
maintained only an indirect
link with Ryukyu from the midseventeenth century onward.
Thus Ryukyu was able to exist
as a quasi-independent
kingdom for more than two
centuries—albeit amidst a
complex web of trade and
diplomatic agreements
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involving the bakufu, Satsuma,
Fujian, and Beijing. During this
time, Ryukyu’s ambiguous
position relative to China and
Japan prompted its elites to
fashion their own visions of
Ryukyuan identity. Created in a
dialogic relationship to both a
Chinese and Japanese Other,
these visions informed political
programs intended to remake
Ryukyu. In this innovative and
provocative study, Gregory
Smits explores early modern
perceptions of Ryukyu and
their effect on its political
culture and institutions. He
describes the major historical
circumstances that informed
early modern discourses of
Ryukyuan identity and
examines the strategies used
by leading intellectual and
political figures to fashion,
promote, and implement their
visions of Ryukyu. Early
modern visions of Ryukyu were
based on Confucianism,
Buddhism, and other ideologies
of the time. Eventually one
vision prevailed, becoming the
theoretical basis of the early
modern state by the middle of
the eighteenth century.
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

Employing elements of
Confucianism, the scholar and
government official Sai On
(1682–1761) argued that the
kingdom’s destiny lay primarily
with Ryukyuans themselves
and that moral parity with
Japan and China was within its
grasp. Despite Satsuma’s
control over its diplomatic and
economic affairs, Sai
envisioned Ryukyu as an ideal
Confucian state with
government and state rituals
based on the Chinese model. In
examining Sai’s thought and
political program, this volume
sheds new light on Confucian
praxis and, conversely,
uncovers one variety of an East
Asian “prenational” imagined
political/cultural community.
Okinawa Diet - Marco Carestia
2018-11-19
Food and diet play a crucial
role in determining the lifespan
of an individual. "Okinawa
Diet" is a short book packed
full of information about the
longevity aspect of living in
Okinawa, and how that came to
be. The book provides a great
deal of history about the
culture of Okinawa, militaristic
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and otherwise.The diet itself is
not that complicated, low in
salt, high in vegetables and
fruit, which is something we
can all aspire to.However, the
book delves further into the
culture that enables so many
centenarians to live out their
lives in Okinawa. Physical
activity, being revered in
society, familial connections
and generally staying active
both physically and mentally,
may all be things that
contribute to a long, healthy
life. This is an ancient diet that
has stood the test of time, the
proof is self evident in the long
lives that many lead in
Okinawa. Okinawa is one of the
healthiest places in the world
and one where people have the
longest lifespans. Readers
don't find a hard time reading
this book :this short book is for
easy understanding by
everyone, young or old.
Democracy Betrayed - Kensei
Yoshida 2001-01-01
Military Government in the
Ryukyu Islands, 1945-1950 Arnold G. Fisch 1988
Military government on
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

Okinawa from the first stages
of planning until the transition
toward a civil administration.
Islands of Protest - Davinder
L. Bhowmik 2016-01-31
Literature is an important
vehicle to further knowledge of
other cultures, and English
translations of Okinawan
literary works have had a
major impact on the field of
Okinawan studies. Yet the
riches of Okinawa's literature
have yet to be adequately
mined. Islands of Protest
attempts to address this lacuna
with this new selection of
critically acclaimed modern
and contemporary works in
English. The anthology
includes poetry, fiction, and
drama, drawing on Okinawa's
distinct culture and subtropical
natural environment to convey
the emotions and tensions
present in everyday life. Tōma
Hiroko's poem "Backbone"
juxtaposes the natural
environment of aquamarine
beaches and subtropical flora
and fauna with the built
environment of America's
military bases. Stories by two
of Okinawa's most dynamic
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contemporary authors display
wide breadth, from the
preservation of island dances
and burial practices in
Sakiyama Tami's "Island
Confinement" and "Come
Swaying, Come Swinging" to
the bold, disquieting themes of
violence and comfort women in
Medoruma Shun's "Hope,"
"Taiwan Woman," and "Tree of
Butterflies." The crown jewel of
the anthology, Chinen Seishin's
play The Human Pavilion, is
based on an infamous historical
incident in which Okinawans
were put on display during a
1903 industrial exhibition in
Osaka. In his 1978
masterpiece, Chinen depicts
the relentless pressure on
Okinawans to become more
Japanese. Given the
controversial presence of U.S.
military forces in Okinawa, this
book is particularly timely.
Disputes between the United
States and Japanese
governments over construction
of a new marine airbase at
Henoko have led to the
resignation of Japan's prime
minister, the election of an
anti-base governor, and
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

repeated protests. Islands of
Protest offers a compelling
entrée into a complex culture,
one marked by wartime
decimation, relentless
discrimination, and fierce
resistance, yet often
overshadowed by the clichéd
notion of a gentle Okinawa so
ceaselessly depicted in Japan's
mass media.
Maritime Ryukyu, 1050–1650 Gregory Smits 2018-11-30
Why do Ryukyu’s official
histories locate the origins of
its early dynastic founders in
Iheya and Izena, small islands
located northwest of Okinawa?
Why did the Ming court extend
favorable trade terms to
Ryukyuan rulers? What was the
nature of Okinawa’s enigmatic
principalities, Sannan, Chūzan,
and Hokuzan? When and how
did the Ryukyu islands become
united under a single ruler?
Was this Ryukyuan state an
empire, why did it go to war
with the powerful Japanese
domain of Satsuma in 1609,
and what actually happened
during that war? Answers to
these and other key questions
concerning early Ryukyuan
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history can be found in this
bold reappraisal by a leading
authority on the subject.
Conventional portrayals of
early Ryukyu are based on
official histories written
between 1650 and 1750.
Taking an interdisciplinary
approach, Gregory Smits
makes extensive use of
scholarship in archaeology and
anthropology and leverages
unconventional sources such as
the Omoro sōshi (a collection of
ancient songs) to present a
fundamental rethinking of early
Ryukyu. Instead of treating
Ryukyu as a natural, selfcontained cultural or political
community, he examines it as
part of a maritime network
extending from coastal Korea
to the islands of Tsushima and
Iki, along the western shore of
Kyushu, and through the
Ryukyu Arc to coastal China.
Smits asserts that Ryukyuan
culture did not spring from the
soil of Okinawa: He highlights
Ryukyu’s northern roots and
the role of wakō (piratemerchant seafarers) in the
formation of power centers
throughout the islands,
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

uncovering their close
historical connections with the
coastal areas of western Japan
and Korea. Unlike conventional
Ryukyuan histories that open
with Okinawa, Maritime
Ryukyu starts with the
northern island of Kikai, an
international crossroads during
the eleventh century. It also
focuses on other important but
often overlooked territories
such as the Tokara islands and
Kumejima, in addition to
bringing the northern and
southern Ryukyu islands into a
story that all too often centers
almost exclusively on Okinawa.
Readers interested in the
history of the Ryukyu islands,
premodern Japan, and East
Asia, as well as maritime
history, will welcome this
original and persuasive
volume.
Above the East China Sea Sarah Bird 2015-04-28
A Seattle Times Best Book of
the Year Okinawa, present day:
Luz, a teenage military brat,
has moved to the island’s U.S.
Air Force base with her
mother, a no-nonsense
sergeant. Luz’s mother hopes
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that the move will reconnect
them with the Okinawan
branch of their family—and
help them heal from the death
of Luz’s beloved older sister.
This is an island where
departed spirits mingle with
the living, and interwoven with
Luz’s narrative is the story of
an Okinawan girl, Tamiko
Kokuba, who in 1945 was
plucked from her high school
and trained to work in the
Imperial Army’s horrific cave
hospitals. Both of these
extraordinary young women
are seeking peace, and as Luz
digs deeper and deeper into
her past, their quests will
intersect. Above the East China
Sea tells the entwined stories
of two lives connected across
time by the shared experience
of loss, the strength of an
ancient culture, and the power
of family love.
Islands of Discontent - Laura
Elizabeth Hein 2003
Examining contemporary
Okinawan culture, politics, and
historical memory, this book
traces the dynamic
reconstruction and reframing
of Okinawan identity. The
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

contributors explore the
cultural and political
expression that has flowered in
the past decade with the
vigorous growth of local
museums and memorials and of
the popularity of distinctive
Okinawan music and literature,
as well as of political
movements targeting both U.S.
military bases and Japanese
national policy on ecological,
developmental, and equity
grounds. A key strategy has
been the mobilization of
historical memory, particularly
recalling the violent
subordination of Okinawan
interests to those of the
Japanese and American
wartime and occupation
governments. With its
intertwining themes of
memory, nationality, ethnicity,
and cultural conflict in
contemporary society, the book
will be valuable reading for
scholars and students across
the social sciences and
humanities.
Okinawa: A People and
Their Gods - Robinson,
2005-05-15
Okinawa is a fascinating
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account of the most unusual
religious practices of the
Okinawan people. Subject
throughout their long history to
many foreign influences, the
Okinawan people still retain to
a remarkable degree a strong
reverence for their prehistoric
animistic beliefs. nevertheless,
in accommodating themselves
to the infiltration of Buddhist,
Confucian, Shinto, and
Christian influences they have
been most receptive, with the
result that what might seem
confusing, illogical, and
inconsistent to others, is quite
compatible to them. This brief
but authoritative account not
only correlates present-day
practices with their historical
development, but also takes
notice of current trends and
likely future developments in
Okinawa. The text is enhanced
with sixteen significant
photographs and with nine fullpage maps to guide sightseers
to Okinawa's most culturally
significant places.
Uchinanchu, a History of
Okinawans in Hawaii Center for Oral History History
1981
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

Uchinanchu is the term used by
Okinawan immigrants and their
descendants in Hawai'i to
identify themselves as an
ethnic group distinct from the
Yamatunchu or Naichi of
Japan's four main islands.
Though Japanese, linguistic
and cultural differences as well
as their late arrival in the
islands made the Uchinanchu
targets of Naichi prejudice in
the past. Pressure from without
and determination from within
the group caused Hawai'i's
Uchinanchu to pull together
with pride in the face of
adversity. Some 25,000 men,
women, and children left their
impoverished Okinawan
homeland between 1900 and
1924, hoping for a better life in
Hawai'i. Their early
experiences were marked by
hard, lean years on sugar and
pineapple plantations. In this
book, eighty- and ninety-yearold issei, first generation
immigrants, describe through
interviews what it was like to
pull up roots in their homeland
and make new lives in the
islands. The story of the
gradual development and
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progress of the Okinawan
community is unfolded through
articles on labor, religion,
culture, business, agriculture,
government, son (village)
clubs, and community-wide
organizations. Uchinanchu
supports and promotes pride in
the culture, history, and
contributions of Okinawans in
Hawai'i. It also adds another
chapter to our understanding
of Hawai'i's rich, diverse, multiethnic heritage.
Myth, Protest and Struggle
in Okinawa - Miyume Tanji
2007-01-24
Okinawan people have
developed a unique tradition of
protest in their long history of
oppression and
marginalization. Beginning
with the Ryukyu Kingdom’s
annexation to Japan in the late
nineteenth century, Miyume
Tanji charts the devastation
caused by the Second World
War, followed by the direct
occupation of post-war
Okinawa and continued
presence of the US military
forces in the wake of reversion
to Japan in 1972. With ever
more fragmented
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

organizations, identities and
strategies, Tanji explores how
the unity of the Okinawan
community of protest has come
to rest increasingly on the
politics of myth and the
imagination. Drawing on
original interview material with
Okinawan protestors and indepth analysis of protest
history, Myth, Protest and
Struggle in Okinawa will
appeal to scholars of Japanese
history and politics, and those
working on social movements
and protest.
Okinawan-English
Wordbook - Mitsugu Sakihara
2006-06-30
The Okinawan-English
Wordbook, written by the late
Mitsugu Sakihara, historian
and native speaker of the Naha
dialect of Okinawa, is an allnew concise dictionary of the
modern Okinawan language
with definitions and
explanations in English. The
first substantive OkinawanEnglish lexicon in more than a
century, it represents a muchneeded addition to the library
of reference materials on the
language. The Wordbook opens
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to lay user and linguist alike an
area heretofore accessible
almost exclusively in Japanese
works and adds to the general
body of scholarship on various
Ryukyuan languages and
dialects by providing a succinct
but comprehensive picture of
modern colloquial Okinawan.
The current work comprises
nearly 10,000 entries, many
with encyclopedic discussion,
drawn from a wide variety of
sources in addition to the
author’s native knowledge and
from numerous areas of
interest, with emphasis on the
cultural traditions of Okinawa.
Entries reflect both
contemporary Naha usage and
archaisms and areal variants
when these are of cultural,
historical, or linguistic interest.
Thus, in addition to being a
comprehensive portrait of the
modern Okinawan language,
the Wordbook serves as an
implicit introduction to the rich
field of Japanese dialect
studies. Prefatory material
discusses the phonology of
Okinawan and the
romanization scheme employed
in the book, with particular
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

attention to phonological
features of the language likely
to be unfamiliar to native
English speakers and those
acquainted only with Japanese.
A general introduction to the
conjugation of verbs and
adjectives in Okinawan is made
as well.
Okinawa - 1954
Women of Okinawa - Ruth
Ann Keyso 2000
Okinawan women discuss how
their lives have been affected
by the United States military
presence on the island.
Stay Off The Skyline - Laura
Homan Lacey 2011-09
The Sixth Marine Division
holds a unique place in U.S.
Marine Corps history, because
it was retired after one great
battle. The division was formed
on Guadalcanal in September
1944, its ranks filled with
battle-hardened veterans and
untested replacement troops.
The Sixth Division fought its
only action on the island of
Okinawa from April to June
1945 but entered the fight with
more combat experience
overall than any other Marine
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division in its initial battle. It
disappointed no one. The
Okinawa campaign involved
eight Army and Marine
divisions, but the Sixth
captured most of the ground in
some of the bloodiest fighting
of the war. Weeks later, atomic
attacks on two Japanese cities
in early August 1945 swiftly
ended the war. Before
Hiroshima there was Okinawa.
Because of Okinawa, in
considerable part there was
Hiroshima, wrote one reporter.
With the invasion of Japan
canceled, the Sixth Division
went to China on occupation
duty and, on 1 April 1946, was
reorganized out of existence.
As it was created overseas, so
was it disbanded. This book
tells the story of these Marines
in their own words. Historian
Laura Lacey - a Marine family
member who has lived on
Okinawa -sympathetically
portrays the men who in 1945
fought a tremendous battle
that she contends has not
received its full share of
attention from historians.
Lacey considers the gritty
details of close quarters
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

combat and considers the
myriad physical and
psychological wounds that war
wreaks. With Marines now
engaged in a tough fight in
Iraq, Laceyas book reminds us
that whether or not a war is
popular, war is indeed hell."
Ancient Ryukyu - Richard
Pearson 2013-11-30
Who are the people of the
Ryukyu Islands? How could
they survive and prosper on
small, isolated islands? How
did the independent Ryukyu
Kingdom become a major
player in East Asian medieval
trade? Ancient Ryukyu explores
30,000 years of human
occupation in the Ryukyu
Islands, from the earliest
human presence in the region
up to A.D. 1609 and the
emergence of the Ryukyu
Kingdom. It focuses on the
unique geopolitical position of
the islands, their environment,
and the many human
communities whose historical
activities can be discerned.
Drawing on the impressive
work of dozens of local
archaeologists who have
brought the islands’ early
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history to life, Richard Pearson
describes explorers and
sojourners and colonists who
arrived thousands of years ago,
and their ancient trade links to
Japan, Korea, and China.
Through a case study focused
on the medieval castles and
palaces of the Ryukyu
Kingdom, he demonstrates the
vigorous trade taking place in
East Asia before the arrival of
the Europeans in the sixteenth
century A.D. He also shows
how archaeologists have
sought to reconstruct
monuments on Okinawa Island
that were obliterated in the
Battle of Okinawa in 1945.
Through analysis of work
completed at about 120 sites
described in dozens of rare
Japanese government reports
with limited circulation,
Pearson is able to show that
many modern features of the
culture, politics, and economy
of the Ryukyu Islands have
very deep roots. The book
concludes with a discussion of
aspects of Ryukyu archaeology
that are significant for world
archaeology and the
archaeology of islands. Ancient
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

Ryukyu offers an up-to-date
treatment of an unusually long
span of human history in the
Ryukyu Islands and will
become the definitive work in
English on the premodern era.
Okinawa: The History of an
Island People - George Kerr
2000-10-01
"The first full–length
monograph on the history of
the Ryukyu Islands in any
Western language…a standard
work."—Pacific Affairs This
book is the definitive work on
Okinawan History and an
important scholarly work in the
fields of Japanese studies and
Japanese history. Few people
can point to Okinawa on a map,
yet this tiny island sitting
between China and Japan was
and continues to be one of the
most crucial Asian nerve
centers in all U.S. strategic
defense. Ninety percent of all
U.S. military forces in Japan
are located on Okinawa, one of
the Ryukyu Islands, and it was
through these troops that the
martial art of karate was
exported to the United States.
In Okinawa: History of an
Island People, noted Eastern
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affairs specialist George Kerr
recounts the fascinating history
of the island and its environs,
from 1314 A.D. to the late
twentieth century. The
histories of Japan, Okinawa and
the entire Pacific region are
crucially intertwined, so the
study of this fascinating chain
of islands is crucial to
understanding all of East Asia.
First published in 1958, this
edition features a new
introduction and appendix by
Okinawa history scholar
Mitsugu Sakihara, making this
the most comprehensive
resource on the small, vital,
and intriguing island of
Okinawa.
The Taiwan Confrontation
Crisis - George H. Kerr 1986
Okinawa: The History of an
Island People - George Kerr
2018-03-06
"The first full–length
monograph on the history of
the Ryukyu Islands in any
Western language…a standard
work."—Pacific Affairs
Okinawa: The History of an
Island People is the definitive
book available in English on
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

the history of Okinawa and the
Ryukyu Islands, and an
influential scholarly work in
the field of Japanese studies.
The histories of Japan,
Okinawa, and the entire Pacific
region are crucially
intertwined; therefore the
review of this fascinating chain
of islands is crucial to
understanding all of East Asia.
Few people can point to
Okinawa on a map, yet this tiny
island sitting between China
and Japan was and continues to
be one of the most crucial
Asian nerve centers in all U.S.
strategic defense. Ninety
percent of all U.S. military
forces in Japan are located on
Okinawa, and more than
500,000 military personnel and
their families have lived there.
In Okinawa: The History of an
Island People, noted Eastern
affairs specialist George Kerr
recounts the fascinating history
of the island and its environs,
from 1314 A.D. to the late
twentieth century. First
published in 1958, this edition
features an introduction and
appendix by Okinawa history
scholar Mitsugu Sakihara,
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making this the most
comprehensive resource on the
intriguing island of Okinawa.
Liminality of the Japanese
Empire - Hiroko Matsuda
2018-10-31
Okinawa, one of the smallest
prefectures of Japan, has
drawn much international
attention because of the longstanding presence of US bases
and the people’s resistance
against them. In recent years,
alternative discourses on
Okinawa have emerged due to
the territorial disputes over the
Senkaku Islands, and the
media often characterizes
Okinawa as the borderland
demarcating Japan, China
(PRC), and Taiwan (ROC).
While many politicians and
opinion makers discuss
Okinawa’s national and
security interests, little
attention is paid to the local
perspective toward the national
border and local residents’
historical experiences of
border crossings. Through
archival research and firsthand oral histories, Hiroko
Matsuda uncovers the stories
of common people’s move from
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

Okinawa to colonial Taiwan
and describes experiences of
Okinawans who had made their
careers in colonial Taiwan.
Formerly the Ryukyu Kingdom
and a tributary country of
China, Okinawa became the
southern national borderland
after forceful Japanese
annexation in 1879. Following
Japanese victory in the First
Sino-Japanese War and the
cession of Taiwan in 1895,
Okinawa became the
borderland demarcating the
Inner Territory from the Outer
Territory. The borderland
paradoxically created
distinction between the two
sides, while simultaneously
generating interactions across
them. Matsuda’s analysis of the
liminal experiences of
Okinawan migrants to colonial
Taiwan elucidates both
Okinawans’ subordinate status
in the colonial empire and their
use of the border between the
nation and the colony. Drawing
on the oral histories of former
immigrants in Taiwan currently
living in Okinawa and the
Japanese main islands,
Matsuda debunks the
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conventional view that
Okinawa’s local history and
Japanese imperial history are
two separate fields by
demonstrating the
entanglement of Okinawa’s
modernity with Japanese
colonialism. The first Englishlanguage book to use the oral
historical materials of former
migrants and settlers—most of
whom did not experience the
Battle of Okinawa—Liminality
of the Japanese Empire
presents not only the
alternative war experiences of
Okinawans but also the way in
which these colonial memories
are narrated in the politics of
war memory within the public
space of contemporary
Okinawa.
Okinawa, Japan - Hudson
Benjamin 2017-10-14
Okinawa, Japan. The People,
History, World War II, Culture
and Tradition. Travel and
Tourism. Before Okinawa,
there was Ryukyu, an
independent kingdom ruled by
its kings, its people seafarers
prospering through trade with
China and other neighboring
countries. In 1609, Ryukyu was
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

invaded by Satsuma Han forces
and incorporated into mainland
Japan's Tokugawa Era
"bakuhan" feudal regime.
Okinawa prefecture was
created in 1879 when Japan's
new Meiji government
abolished hans (feudal
domains).During the Pacific
War, the people of Okinawa
were engulfed in the war's only
land battle on Japanese
territory. After the war,
America retained control of
Okinawa until 1972 when
sovereignty reverted to Japan.
Japan's only prefecture in the
subtropical latitudes, Okinawa
enjoys a mild climate all year
round. With schools of brightly
tropical fish, the coral reef seas
support a rich profusion of life.
In the forests of northern
Okinawa island and Iriomote
island, rare animals Yambaru
Kuina (Okinawa Rail) and
Iriomote Wildcat live, and they
are known worldwide as rare
and important creatures.
Okinawa is one of most popular
resorts in Japan and there are a
great number of fine hotels.
Okinawa is located at
southernmost area in Japan
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and its north latitude is
between 24 degrees and 28
degrees. Okinawa is the only
region in Japan that belongs to
the subtropical oceanic
climate. Okinawa has
interesting cultures, heritages,
nature and delicious foods. The
committee members believe
that all participants will have
excellent experiences in
Okinawa, Japan.
Speak, Okinawa - Elizabeth
Miki Brina 2021-02-23
A “hauntingly beautiful memoir
about family and identity”
(NPR) and a young woman's
journey to understanding her
complicated parents—her
mother an Okinawan war bride,
her father a Vietnam
veteran—and her own, fraught
cultural heritage. Elizabeth's
mother was working as a
nightclub hostess on U.S.occupied Okinawa when she
met the American soldier who
would become her husband.
The language barrier and
power imbalance that defined
their early relationship
followed them to the
predominantly white, upstate
New York suburb where they
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

moved to raise their only
daughter. There, Elizabeth
grew up with the trappings of a
typical American childhood and
adolescence. Yet even though
she felt almost no connection
to her mother's distant home,
she also felt out of place among
her peers. Decades later,
Elizabeth comes to recognize
the shame and self-loathing
that haunt both her and her
mother, and attempts a form of
reconciliation, not only to come
to terms with the embattled
dynamics of her family but also
to reckon with the injustices
that reverberate throughout
the history of Okinawa and its
people. Clear-eyed and
profoundly humane, Speak,
Okinawa is a startling
accomplishment—a heartfelt
exploration of identity,
inheritance, forgiveness, and
what it means to be an
American.
Okinawa: The History of an
Island People - George H. Kerr
2011-10-11
"The first full–length
monograph on the history of
the Ryukyu Islands in any
Western language…a standard
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work."—Pacific Affairs
Okinawa: The History of an
Island People is the definitive
book available in English on
the history of Okinawa and the
Ryukyu Islands, and an
influential scholarly work in
the field of Japanese studies.
The histories of Japan, Okinawa
and the entire Pacific region
are crucially intertwined;
therefore the review of this
fascinating chain of islands is
crucial to understanding all of
East Asia. Few people can
point to Okinawa on a map, yet
this tiny island sitting between
China and Japan is a hub for
international affairs. The island
was, and continues to be, one
of the most crucial Asian nerve
centers in all U.S. strategic
defense. Ninety percent of all
U.S. military forces in Japan
are located on Okinawa, and
more than 500,000 military
personnel and their families
have lived there. In Okinawa:
The History of an Island
People, noted Eastern affairs
specialist George Kerr recounts
the fascinating history of the
island and its environs, from
1314 A.D. to the late twentieth
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

century. First published in
1958, this edition features an
introduction and appendix by
Okinawa history scholar
Mitsugu Sakihara, making this
the most comprehensive
resource on the intriguing
island of Okinawa.
Resistant Islands - Gavan
McCormack 2018-03-08
Resistant Islands offers an
overview of Okinawan history,
focusing on the colonization by
Japan, its fate during World
War II, and its status as a US
military base. This new edition
includes an analysis of events
since the book first published,
including the deployment of
MV-22 Ospreys, the approval of
the new base, and the “allOkinawa movement.”
Okinawa - Tatsuhiro Ōshiro
1989
Health in Japan - Eric
Brunner 2020-10-19
In the latter half of the 20th
century, Japan developed into a
thriving economy, and the
Japanese remain one of the
healthiest populations in the
world to this day. However, in
the past 25 years, low-growth,
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mounting debt, and rapid
ageing have complicated this
image, and global interest in
the longevity and social
cohesion of the Japanese
populace is now greater than
ever. Health in Japan brings
together the perspectives and
research of Japan's leading
social epidemiologists in
English for the first time,
creating an enriching reading
experience for both Japanese
and international readers. With
chapters on key topics such as
Chronic Disease, Disasters and
Health, and Mental Health and
Wellbeing, this textbook offers
a comprehensive examination
of all major health issues facing
the country. Focusing on the
primary, upstream causes of
health and disease, as well as
novel evidence on the wider
determinants of well-being and
illness, this is a must-read for
any public health professional
or researcher with an interest
in Japanese society, culture,
and healthcare.
Southern Exposure - Michael
Molasky 2000-08-01
Southern Exposure is the first
anthology of Okinawan
okinawa-the-history-of-an-island-people

literature to appear in English
translation, and it appears at a
propitious time. Although
Okinawa Prefecture comprises
only one percent of Japan's
population, its writers have
been winning a
disproportionate number of
literary awards in recent years-including the prestigious
Akutagawa Prize for fiction,
which was awarded to
Matayoshi Eiki in 1996 and to
Medoruma Shun in 1997. Both
Matayoshi and Medoruma are
represented in this anthology,
which includes a wide range of
fiction as well as a sampling of
poetry from the 1920s to the
present day. Modern Okinawa
has been forged by a history of
conquest and occupation by
mainland Japan and the United
States. Its sense of dual
subjugation and the propensity
of its writers to confront their
own complicity with Japanese
militarism imbues Okinawa's
literary tradition with insightful
perspectives on a wide range of
issues. But this tradition is as
deeply rooted in the region's
lush semitropical landscape as
in the forces of history. As this
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anthology demonstrates,
Okinawan writers often suffuse
their works with a lyricism and
humor that disarms readers
while bringing them face to
face with the region's richly
ambiguous legacy.
Rethinking Postwar Okinawa Pedro Iacobelli 2017-11-22
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This collection provides a
multidisciplinary study of
postwar and contemporary
Okinawa. The contributors
analyze the unique social and
cultural transformations that
have occurred outside the
context of American military
control or US–Japan relations.
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