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Still Alright - Kenny Loggins 2022-06-14
You know Kenny Loggins for his megahit soundtrack themes and chart-topping collaborations. Now you can
know him through the intimate stories behind his five-decade career as a legendary songwriter and pop
icon. In a remarkable career, Kenny Loggins has rocked stages worldwide, released ten platinum albums,
and landed hits all over the Billboard charts. His place in music history is marked by a unique gift for
collaboration combined with the vision to evolve, adapt, and persevere in an industry that loves to eat its
own. Loggins served as a pivotal figure in the folk-rock movement of the early ’70s when he paired with
former Buffalo Springfield member Jim Messina, recruited Stevie Nicks for the classic duet “Whenever I
Call You ‘Friend,’” then pivoted to smooth rock in teaming up with Michael McDonald on their back-to-back
Grammy-winning hits “What a Fool Believes” and “This Is It” (a seminal moment in the history of what
would come to be known as yacht rock). In the ’80s, Loggins became the king of soundtracks with hit
recordings for Caddyshack, Footloose, and Top Gun; and a bona fide global superstar singing alongside
Bruce Springsteen and Michael Jackson on “We Are the World.” In Still Alright, Kenny Loggins gives fans a
candid and entertaining perspective on his life and career as one of the most noteworthy musicians of the
1970s and ’80s. He provides an abundance of compelling, insightful, and terrifically amusing behind-thescenes tales. Loggins draws readers back to the musical eras they’ve loved, as well as addressing the
challenges and obstacles of his life and work—including two marriages that ended in divorce, a difficult but
motivating relationship with the older brother for which “Danny’s Song” is named, struggles with his
addiction to benzodiazepines, and the revelations of turning seventy and looking back at everything that
has shaped his music—and coming to terms with his rock-star persona and his true self.
Mickey and Willie - Allen Barra 2014-04-01
Acclaimed sportswriter Allen Barra exposes the uncanny parallels--and lifelong friendship--between two of
the greatest baseball players ever to take the field. Culturally, Mickey Mantle and Willie Mays were lightyears apart. Yet they were nearly the same age and almost the same size, and they came to New York at the
same time. They possessed virtually the same talents and played the same position. They were both
products of generations of baseball-playing families, for whom the game was the only escape from a lifetime
of brutal manual labor. Both were nearly crushed by the weight of the outsized expectations placed on
them, first by their families and later by America. Both lived secret lives far different from those their fans
knew. What their fans also didn't know was that the two men shared a close personal friendship--and that
each was the only man who could truly understand the other's experience.
The Game from Where I Stand - Doug Glanville 2010-05-11
An insider's revealing look at the hidden world of major league baseball Doug Glanville, a former major
league outfielder and Ivy League graduate, draws on his nine seasons in the big leagues to reveal the
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human side of the game and of the men who play it. In The Game from Where I Stand, Glanville shows us
how players prepare for games, deal with race and family issues, cope with streaks and slumps, respond to
trades and injuries, and learn the joyful and painful lessons the game imparts. We see the flashpoints that
cause misunderstandings and friction between players, and the imaginative ways they work to find common
ground. And Glanville tells us with insight and humor what he learned from Jimmy Rollins, Alex Rodriguez,
Randy Johnson, Barry Bonds, Curt Schilling, and other legendary and controversial stars. In his professional
career, Glanville experienced every aspect of being a player—the first-round pick, the prospect, the
disappointment, the can't-miss, the cornerstone, the veteran, the traded, the injured, the comeback kid. His
eye-opening book gives fans a new level of understanding of day-to-day life in the big leagues.
They Bled Blue - Jason Turbow 2019
The wildly entertaining narrative of the outrageous 1981 Dodgers from the award-winning author of
Dynastic, Fantastic, Bombastic and The Baseball Codes In the Halberstam tradition of capturing a season
through its unforgettable figures, They Bled Blue is a sprawling, mad tale of excess and exuberance, the
likes of which could only have occurred in that place, at that time. That it culminated in an unlikely World
Series win--during a campaign split by the longest player strike in baseball history--is not even the most
interesting thing about this team. The Dodgers were led by the garrulous Tommy Lasorda--part manager,
part cheerleader--who unyieldingly proclaimed devotion to the franchise through monologues about
bleeding Dodger blue and worshiping the "Big Dodger in the Sky," and whose office hosted a regular
stream of Hollywood celebrities. Steve Garvey, the All-American, All-Star first baseman, had anchored the
most durable infield in major league history, and, along with Davey Lopes, Bill Russell, and Ron Cey, was
glaringly aware that 1981 would represent the end of their run together. The season's real story, however,
was one that nobody expected at the outset: a chubby lefthander nearly straight out of Mexico, twenty
years old with a wild delivery and a screwball as his flippin' out pitch. The Dodgers had been trying for
decades to find a Hispanic star to activate the local Mexican population; Fernando Valenzuela was the first
to succeed, and it didn't take long for Fernandomania to sweep far beyond the boundaries of Chavez
Ravine. They Bled Blue is the rollicking yarn of the Los Angeles Dodgers' crazy 1981 season.
Watching Baseball Smarter - Zack Hample 2008-12-24
This smart and funny fan’s guide to baseball explains the ins and outs of pitching, hitting, running, and
fielding, while offering insider trivia and anecdotes that will appeal to anyone—whether you're a major
league couch potato, life-long season ticket-holder, or a beginner. What is the difference between a slider
and a curveball? At which stadium did “The Wave” first make an appearance? How do some hitters use
iPods to improve their skills? Which positions are never played by lefties? Why do some players urinate on
their hands? Combining the narrative voice and attitude of Michael Lewis with the compulsive brilliance of
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Schott’s Miscellany, Watching Baseball Smarter will increase your understanding and enjoyment of the
sport–no matter what your level of expertise. Features an glossary of baseball slang, an appendix of
important baseball stats, and an appendix of uniform numbers.
Why Is The Foul Pole Fair? - Vince Staten 2004-04-30
Chicken soup for the baseball lover's soul -- the inimitable Vince Staten takes you out to the ol' ballgame
and answers all the baseball questions your dad hoped you wouldn't ask.
The Geometry of Genocide - Bradley Campbell 2015-10-29
In The Geometry of Genocide, Bradley Campbell argues that genocide is best understood not as deviant
behavior but as social control—a response to perceived deviant behavior on the part of victims. Using
Donald Black’s method of pure sociology, Campbell considers genocide in relation to three features of
social life: diversity, inequality, and intimacy. According to this theory, genocidal conflicts begin with
changes in diversity and inequality, such as when two previously separated ethnic groups come into
contact, or when a subordinate ethnic group attempts to rise in status. Further, conflicts are more likely to
result in genocide when they occur in a context of social distance and inequality and when aggressors and
victims cannot be easily separated. Campbell applies his approach to five cases: the killings of American
Indians in 1850s California, Muslims in 2002 India and 1992 Bosnia, Tutsis in 1994 Rwanda, and Jews in
1940s Europe. These case studies, which focus in detail on particular incidents within each instance of
genocide, demonstrate the theory’s ability to explain an array of factors, including why genocide occurs and
who participates. Campbell’s theory uniquely connects the study of genocide to the larger study of conflict
and social control. By situating genocide among these broader phenomena, The Geometry of Genocide
provides a novel and compelling explanation of genocide, while furthering our understanding of why
humans have conflicts and why they respond to conflict as they do.
The Greatest Baseball Stories Ever Told - Jeff Silverman 2001-10-01
Twenty-seven essays, profiles, and stories about baseball feature some of the best writing on the game,
with selections from John Updike, George Plimpton, Pete Hamill, Roy Blount Jr., Zane Grey, Jimmy Breslin,
Red Smith, P. G. Wodehouse, and many others.
So You Think You Know Baseball?: A Fan's Guide to the Official Rules - Peter E. Meltzer 2013-06-10
Examines rules in baseball, illustrating each with actual plays from historical and contemporary games to
understand the mechanics of a play or how it should be scored.
Sweetness - Jeff Pearlman 2012-08-28
Traces the life and career of the late Chicago Bears star, from his early athletic triumphs that helped bridge
racial gaps in his segregated Mississippi childhood community through the tragic illness that ended his life.
Where Nobody Knows Your Name - John Feinstein 2015-03-17
Minor league baseball is quintessentially American: small towns, small stadiums, $5 tickets, $2 hot dogs,
the never-ending possibility of making it big. But looming above it all is always the real deal: Major League
Baseball. John Feinstein takes the reader behind the curtain into the guarded world of the minor leagues,
like no other writer can. Where Nobody Knows Your Name explores the trials and travails of the inhabitants
of Triple-A, focusing on nine men, including players, managers and umpires, among many colorful
characters, living on the cusp of the dream. The book tells the stories of former World Series hero Scott
Podsednik, giving it one more shot; Durham Bulls manager Charlie Montoya, shepherding generations
across the line; and designated hitter Jon Lindsey, a lifelong minor leaguer, waiting for his day to come.
From Raleigh to Pawtucket, from Lehigh Valley to Indianapolis and beyond, this is an intimate and exciting
look at life in the minor leagues, where you’re either waiting for the call or just passing through.
The Code - Ross Bernstein 2009
Explains the unwritten rules and the code of conduct that professional football players in the United States
are bound to follow, covering rules about sportsmanship, retaliation, and intimidation, and discussing
memorable violations of the unwritten rules about trash-talking, brawling, sign-stealing, and more.
Mentor Like Jesus - Regi Campbell 2009-05-01
More time, spent with fewer people, equals greater kingdom impact. Desiring to see God widely embraced
as more than a remote concept, entrepreneur Regi Campbell began a deeply successful mentoring program
years ago that has become one of his greatest joys. Though it seemed radical at first—spending more time
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with less people to further an all important message—he soon realized this is the discipleship model Jesus
set out during his ministry; today two billion people worldwide embrace the wisdom He entrusted to a small
band of disciples two thousand years ago. Mentor Like Jesus is Campbell’s revelation of what he now calls
“next generation mentoring,” an exponentially rewarding process that is resulting in “lives changed,
marriages saved, children dealt with in a more loving way.” Readers of any age and in any situation will
clearly understand how the return on a meaningful investment in another person is truly immeasurable.
Baseball as a Road to God - John Sexton 2014-03-04
Describes how baseball appreciation can lead to a transcendental experience that borders on the spiritual
and discusses the shared connection between the sport and religion and the path to enlightenment.
American Triumvirate - James Dodson 2013-02-26
With compelling detail and pure passion, James Dodson recounts the singular brilliance of three golf titans
and how they saved the professional tour and created the game as we know it today. During the Depression
golf was in crisis. As a spectator sport it was on the verge of extinction. This was the unhappy prospect
facing Sam Snead, Byron Nelson, and Ben Hogan –two dirt-poor boys from Texas and another from Virginia,
who had dedicated themselves to the sport. But then lightning struck, and from the late thirties into the
fifties these three men were so thoroughly dominant that they transformed both how the game was played
and how society regarded it. Paving the way for the subsequent popularity of players from Arnold Palmer to
Tiger Woods, they were, and will always remain, a triumvirate for the ages.
Astroball - Ben Reiter 2019-03-26
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The inside story of the Houston Astros, whose relentless innovation
took them from the worst team in baseball to the World Series in 2017 and 2019 “Reiter’s superb narrative
of how the team got there provides powerful insights into how organizations—not just baseball clubs—work
best.”—The Wall Street Journal Astroball picks up where Michael Lewis’s acclaimed Moneyball leaves off,
telling the thrilling story of a championship team that pushed both the sport and business of baseball to the
next level. In 2014, the Astros were the worst baseball team in half a century, but just three years later they
defied critics to win a stunning World Series. In this book, Ben Reiter shows how the Astros built a system
that avoided the stats-versus-scouts divide by giving the human factor a key role in their decision-making.
Sitting at the nexus of sports, business, and innovation, Astroball is the story of the next wave of thinking in
baseball and beyond, at once a remarkable underdog tale and a fascinating look at the cutting edge of
evaluating and optimizing human potential.
Wherever I Wind Up - R.A. Dickey 2013-03-26
The perfect gift for baseball fans, now with a new epilogue by author R.A. Dickey, winner of the 2012 Cy
Young award. "An astounding memoir—haunting and touching, courageous and wise."—Jeremy Schaap,
bestselling author, Emmy award-winning journalist, ESPN In 1996, R.A. Dickey was the Texas Rangers’
much-heralded No. 1 draft choice. Then, a routine physical revealed that his right elbow was missing its
ulnar collateral ligament, and his lifelong dream—along with his $810,000 signing bonus—was ripped away.
Yet, despite twice being consigned to baseball’s scrap heap, Dickey battled back. Sustained by his Christian
faith, the love of his wife and children, and a relentless quest for self-awareness, Dickey is now the starting
pitcher for the Toronoto Blue Jays (he was previously a star pitcher for the New York Mets) and one of the
National League’s premier players, as well as the winner of the 2012 Cy Young award. In Wherever I Wind
Up, Dickey eloquently shares his quintessentially American tale of overcoming extraordinary odds to
achieve a game, a career, and a life unlike any other.
A Nice Little Place on the North Side - George Will 2014-03-25
Now with bonus material on the Chicago Cubs' World Series win, the New York Times-bestselling history of
America's most beloved baseball stadium, Wrigley Field, and the Cubs’ century-long search for World
Series glory In A Nice Little Place on the North Side, leading columnist George Will returns to baseball with
a deeply personal look at his hapless Chicago Cubs and their often beatified home, Wrigley Field, as it
enters its second century. Baseball, Will argues, is full of metaphors for life, religion, and happiness, and
Wrigley is considered one of its sacred spaces. But what is its true, hyperbole-free history? Winding
beautifully like Wrigley’s iconic ivy, Will’s meditation on “The Friendly Confines” examines both the
unforgettable stories that forged the field’s legend and the larger-than-life characters—from Wrigley and
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Ruth to Veeck, Durocher, and Banks—who brought it glory, heartbreak, and scandal. Drawing upon his
trademark knowledge and inimitable sense of humor, Will also explores his childhood connections to the
team, the Cubs’ future, and what keeps long-suffering fans rooting for the home team after so many years
of futility. In the end, A Nice Little Place on the North Side is more than just the history of a ballpark. It is
the story of Chicago, of baseball, and of America itself.
Million Dollar Arm - J.B. Bernstein 2014-04-10
Now a major film starring Jon Hamm, this is the wonderful story of two young Indians who became pro
baseball pitchers. JB Bernstein seemed to have it all. One of the top sports agents in the US, he worked
hard and enjoyed the bachelor lifestyle to the full. But he hankered for more, and when he set himself a
challenge - to unearth someone in India capable of becoming a pro baseball pitcher - most people thought
he was mad and doomed to face a costly and public failure. The reality show Million Dollar Armbrought
thousands of contestants hoping for a shot at glory, but eventually they unearthed two candidates: Rinku
and Dinesh. Bernstein brought them back to the US, put them up in his home and helped them to get used
to a very different world, while they also worked hard to learn the game that was second nature to most
American sportsmen. Finally, they got their chance and - against all the odds - they were both awarded pro
contracts. This heartwarming story has now been made into a film starring Jon Hamm (Mad Men) and Suraj
Sharma (The Life of Pi). A true-life version of Slumdog Millionairemeets Jerry Maguire, Million Dollar
Armshows what can happen when you dream big.
Moneyball (Movie Tie-in Edition) (Movie Tie-in Editions) - Michael Lewis 2011-08-22
Explains how Billy Beene, the general manager of the Oakland Athletics, is using a new kind of thinking to
build a successful and winning baseball team without spending enormous sums of money.
The Bonjour Effect - Julie Barlow 2016-04-19
Jean-Benoît Nadeau and Julie Barlow spent a decade traveling back and forth to Paris as well as living
there. Yet one important lesson never seemed to sink in: how to communicate comfortably with the French,
even when you speak their language. In The Bonjour Effect Jean-Benoît and Julie chronicle the lessons they
learned after they returned to France to live, for a year, with their twin daughters. They offer up all the
lessons they learned and explain, in a book as fizzy as a bottle of the finest French champagne, the most
important aspect of all: the French don't communicate, they converse. To understand and speak French
well, one must understand that French conversation runs on a set of rules that go to the heart of French
culture. Why do the French like talking about "the decline of France"? Why does broaching a subject like
money end all discussion? Why do the French become so aroused debating the merits and qualities of their
own language? Through encounters with school principals, city hall civil servants, gas company employees,
old friends and business acquaintances, Julie and Jean-Benoît explain why, culturally and historically,
conversation with the French is not about communicating or being nice. It's about being interesting. After
reading The Bonjour Effect, even readers with a modicum of French language ability will be able to hold
their own the next time they step into a bistro on the Left Bank.
Guide to Naturalization Records of the United States - Christina K. Schaefer 1997
K: A History of Baseball in Ten Pitches - Tyler Kepner 2020-03-03
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • From The New York Times baseball columnist, an enchanting, enthralling
history of the national pastime as told through the craft of pitching, based on years of archival research and
interviews with more than three hundred people from Hall of Famers to the stars of today. The baseball is
an amazing plaything. We can grip it and hold it so many different ways, and even the slightest calibration
can turn an ordinary pitch into a weapon to thwart the greatest hitters in the world. Each pitch has its own
history, evolving through the decades as the masters pass it down to the next generation. From the earliest
days of the game, when Candy Cummings dreamed up the curveball while flinging clamshells on a Brooklyn
beach, pitchers have never stopped innovating. In K: A History of Baseball in Ten Pitches, Tyler Kepner
traces the colorful stories and fascinating folklore behind the ten major pitches. Each chapter highlights a
different pitch, from the blazing fastball to the fluttering knuckleball to the slippery spitball. Infusing every
page with infectious passion for the game, Kepner brings readers inside the minds of combatants sixty feet,
six inches apart. Filled with priceless insights from many of the best pitchers in baseball history--from Bob
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Gibson, Steve Carlton, and Nolan Ryan to Greg Maddux, Mariano Rivera, and Clayton Kershaw--K will be
the definitive book on pitching and join such works as The Glory of Their Times and Moneyball as a classic
of the genre.
The Baseball - Zack Hample 2011-03-08
The Baseball is a salute to the ball, filled with insider trivia, anecdotes, and generations of ball-induced
insanity—from Zack Hample, the bestselling author of Watching Baseball Smarter • Which Hall of Famer
once caught a ball dropped from an airplane? • Why do balls get stamped with invisible ink? • What’s the
best ticket to buy for catching a foul ball? • Which part of the ball once came from dog food companies? •
How could a 10,000-year-old glacier help a pitcher grip the ball? In this enlightening, entertaining, and
often wildly funny book, Zack Hample shares ballpark legends and lore, explores the history of the baseball
souvenir craze, and also details the evolution of the ball. Finally, Hample—who has snagged more than
4,600 balls from 48 different major league stadiums—offers up his secret methods for snagging your own
ball from major league games. Features a ballhawk glossary, profiles of legendary ballhawks, top 10 lists,
and black-and-white photos throughout.
The Baseball Codes - Jason Turbow 2011-03-22
An insider’s look at baseball’s unwritten rules, explained with examples from the game’s most fascinating
characters and wildest historical moments. Everyone knows that baseball is a game of intricate regulations,
but it turns out to be even more complicated than we realize. All aspects of baseball—hitting, pitching, and
baserunning—are affected by the Code, a set of unwritten rules that governs the Major League game. Some
of these rules are openly discussed (don’t steal a base with a big lead late in the game), while others are
known only to a minority of players (don’t cross between the catcher and the pitcher on the way to the
batter’s box). In The Baseball Codes, old-timers and all-time greats share their insights into the game’s
most hallowed—and least known—traditions. For the learned and the casual baseball fan alike, the result is
illuminating and thoroughly entertaining. At the heart of this book are incredible and often hilarious stories
involving national heroes (like Mickey Mantle and Willie Mays) and notorious headhunters (like Bob Gibson
and Don Drysdale) in a century-long series of confrontations over respect, honor, and the soul of the game.
With The Baseball Codes, we see for the first time the game as it’s actually played, through the eyes of the
players on the field. With rollicking stories from the past and new perspectives on baseball’s informal
rulebook, The Baseball Codes is a must for every fan.
Cheated - Andy Martino 2021-06-08
“A baseball book that reads like a spy novel—a story about cheaters and the cheated that has the power to
forever change how we feel about the game.” —Brian Williams, MSNBC anchor and host of The 11th Hour
The definitive insider story of one of the biggest cheating scandals to ever rock Major League Baseball,
bringing down high-profile coaches and players, and exposing a long-rumored "sign-stealing" dark side of
baseball The ensuing scandal rivaled that of the 1919 "Black Sox" and the more recent steroid era, and
became one of the most significant that the game had ever seen. The fallout ensnared many other teams,
either as victims, alleged cheaters or both. The Los Angeles Dodgers felt robbed of a World Series title, and
fended off accusations about their organization. Same for the New York Yankees. The Boston Red Sox were
soon under investigation themselves. The New York Mets lost a promising manager before he ever
managed a game. Andy Martino, an award-winning journalist who has covered Major League Baseball for
more than a decade, has broken numerous stories about the Astros and sign-stealing in baseball. In
Cheated, Martino takes readers behind the scenes and into the heart of the events that shocked the
baseball world. With inside access to the people directly involved, Martino breaks down not only exactly
what happened and when, but reveals the fascinating explanations of why it all came about. The nuance
and detail of the scandal reads like a true sports whodunnit. How did otherwise good people like Astros'
manager A.J. Hinch, bench coach Alex Cora and veteran leader Carlos Beltran find themselves on the
wrong side of clear ethical lines? And did they even know when those lines had been crossed? Cheated is an
explosive, electrifying read.
Dictionary of Jargon (Routledge Revivals) - Jonathon Green 2013-10-02
First published in 1987, the Dictionary of Jargon expands on its predecessor Newspeak (Routledge
Revivals, 2014) as an authoritative reference guide to specialist occupational slang, or jargon. Containing
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around 21, 000 entries, the dictionary encompasses a truly eclectic range of fields and includes extensive
coverage of both British and U.S. jargon. Areas dealt with range from marketing to medicine, from
advertising to artificial intelligence and from skiing to sociology. This is a fascinating resource for students
of lexicography and professional lexicographers, as well as the general inquisitive reader.
The Captain & Me - Ron Blomberg 2021-04-20
The deeply personal story of a friendship between two teammates, and of a human bond which ultimately
transcends the game itself. As back-to-back No. 1 draft picks for the New York Yankees, Ron Blomberg and
Thurman Munson made for an odd couple. One was a good-looking, gregarious kid from Atlanta who
cheerfully talked anyone's ear off at the slightest provocation; the other was a dumpy, grumpy dude from
the Midwest rust belt who was about as fond of making idle chit-chat as he was of shaving. Despite the
surface differences, the two men would form a close attachment as they ignited a youth movement with the
1970s Yankees. Now, over 40 years after Munson's shocking death in a plane crash at age 32, Blomberg
opens up to author Dan Epstein about the beloved Yankees captain in an extraordinary memoir that reaches
far beyond baseball.? By turns hilarious and heartbreaking, The Captain & Me shares tales of clubhouse
hijinks during the infamous Bronx Zoo era, adventures on the road, and even rubbing shoulders with
mobsters. Blomberg also offers a fascinating glimpse into baseball history, including the first-ever strike
and lockout, the escalation of the Yankees–Red Sox rivalry, and the start of full-scale free agency. This
illuminating remembrance of Munson is filled with untold stories about his analytical-yet-hard-nosed
approach to baseball, as well as his kindness and generosity off the field.
Paper Tiger - Tom Coyne 2006
Traces the author's year-long attempt to earn a competitor's spot at the PGA Tour Qualifying School, an
endeavor marked by such challenges as crash diets, sports psychiatrists, and obscure tournaments. 30,000
first printing.
Big Data Baseball - Travis Sawchik 2015-05-19
New York Times Bestseller After twenty consecutive losing seasons for the Pittsburgh Pirates, team morale
was low, the club's payroll ranked near the bottom of the sport, game attendance was down, and the city
was becoming increasingly disenchanted with its team. Pittsburghers joked their town was the city of
champions...and the Pirates. Big Data Baseball is the story of how the 2013 Pirates, mired in the longest
losing streak in North American pro sports history, adopted drastic big-data strategies to end the drought,
make the playoffs, and turn around the franchise's fortunes. Award-winning journalist Travis Sawchik takes
you behind the scenes to expertly weave together the stories of the key figures who changed the way the
small-market Pirates played the game. For manager Clint Hurdle and the front office staff to save their
jobs, they could not rely on a free agent spending spree, instead they had to improve the sum of their parts
and find hidden value. They had to change. From Hurdle shedding his old-school ways to work closely with
Neal Huntington, the forward-thinking data-driven GM and his team of talented analysts; to pitchers like A.
J. Burnett and Gerrit Cole changing what and where they threw; to Russell Martin, the undervalued catcher
whose expert use of the nearly-invisible skill of pitch framing helped the team's pitchers turn more balls
into strikes; to Clint Barmes, a solid shortstop and one of the early adopters of the unconventional on-field
shift which forced the entire infield to realign into positions they never stood in before. Under Hurdle's
leadership, a culture of collaboration and creativity flourished as he successfully blended whiz kid analysts
with graybeard coaches—a kind of symbiotic teamwork which was unique to the sport. Big Data Baseball is
Moneyball on steroids. It is an entertaining and enlightening underdog story that uses the 2013 Pirates
season as the perfect lens to examine the sport's burgeoning big-data movement. With the help of datatracking systems like PitchF/X and TrackMan, the Pirates collected millions of data points on every pitch
and ball in play to create a tome of color-coded reports that revealed groundbreaking insights for how to
win more games without spending a dime. In the process, they discovered that most batters struggled to hit
two-seam fastballs, that an aggressive defensive shift on the field could turn more batted balls into outs,
and that a catcher's most valuable skill was hidden. All these data points which aren't immediately visible to
players and spectators, are the bit of magic that led the Pirates to spin straw in to gold, finish the 2013
season in second place, end a twenty-year losing streak.
Fair Ball - Bob Costas 2001-11-15
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From his perspective as a journalist and a true fan, Bob Costas, NBC's award-winning broadcaster, shares
his views on the forces that are diminishing the appeal of Major League Baseball and proposes realistic
changes that can be made to protect and promote the game's best interests. In this cogent--and
provocative--book, Costas examines the growing financial disparities that have resulted in nearly two-thirds
of the teams in Major League Baseball having virtually no chance of contending for the World Series. He
argues that those who run baseball have missed the crucial difference between mere change and real
progress. And he presents a withering critique of the positions of both the owners and players while
providing insights on the wild-card system, the designated-hitter rule, and interleague play. Costas answers
each problem he cites with an achievable strategy for restoring genuine competition and rescuing fans from
the forces that have diluted the sheer joy of the game. Balanced by Costas's unbridled appreciation for what
he calls the "moments of authenticity" that can still make baseball inspiring, Fair Ball offers a vision of our
national pastime as it can be, a game that retains its traditional appeal while initiating meaningful changes
that will allow it to thrive into the next century.
Leo Durocher - Paul Dickson 2017-03-21
From the Casey Award–winning author of Bill Veeck: Baseball's Greatest Maverick, the first full biography
of Leo Durocher, one of the most colorful and important figures in baseball history. Leo Durocher
(1906–1991) was baseball's all-time leading cocky, flamboyant, and galvanizing character, casting a shadow
across several eras, from the time of Babe Ruth to the Space Age Astrodome, from Prohibition through the
Vietnam War. For more than forty years, he was at the forefront of the game, with a Zelig-like ability to be
present as a player or manager for some of the greatest teams and defining baseball moments of the
twentieth century. A rugged, combative shortstop and a three-time All-Star, he became a legendary
manager, winning three pennants and a World Series in 1954. Durocher performed on three main stages:
New York, Chicago, and Hollywood. He entered from the wings, strode to where the lights were brightest,
and then took a poke at anyone who tried to upstage him. On occasion he would share the limelight, but
only with Hollywood friends such as actor Danny Kaye, tough-guy and sometime roommate George Raft,
Frank Sinatra, and his third wife, movie star Laraine Day. As he did with Bill Veeck, Dickson explores
Durocher's life and times through primary source materials, interviews with those who knew him, and
original newspaper files. A superb addition to baseball literature, Leo Durocher offers fascinating and fresh
insights into the racial integration of baseball, Durocher's unprecedented suspension from the game, the
two clubhouse revolts staged against him in Brooklyn and Chicago, and Durocher's vibrant life off the field.
Aces - Mychael Urban 2006-04-14
San Francisco Chronicle Bestseller From the speedy rise of the Big Three to their stunning breakup,
Urban's book says it all." - John Shea, National baseball Writer, San Francisco Chronicle During the 2004
season, each of Oakland's Big Three aces had something to prove. Tim Hudson was determined to
demonstrate his recovery from a recurring injury. Barry Zito had to show the world that after a ho-hum
2003, his 2002 Cy Young Award was not a fluke. Mark Mulder missed the 203 playoffs entirely with a stress
fracture, but the way he saw it, he simply needed to be himself-the natural-born pitcher. Given
unprecedented access to the Big Three , Mychael Urban recreates their tumultuous season through their
eyes. he explores the nuts and bolts of major league pitching, examining each player's unique approach to
this craft while revealing how three very different personalities cope with the demands, rewards, and
challenges of sports stardom. Now with a new afterword on the 2005 season Urban traces the fortunes of
the Big Three after Hudson was sent to Atlanta and Mulder to St. Louis, trades which held the dramatic
promise of them being reunited again-as opponents-in the playoffs. "Written with great color, style, humor,
and grace, Aces takes readers on a captivating ride." - Mike Silver, Sports Illustrated "Mychael Urban's
book is a fabulous read... This is hardly just a baseball book. It's about life, and he tremendous burden each
pitcher carried while trying to lead the Oakland A's to the playoffs. I absolutely loved it." - Bob Nightengale,
Senor Writer/Columnist, USA Today Sports Weekly "From the southern fried heat of Tim Hudson to Mark
Mulder's cool aloofness to Barry Zito's cerebral wanderings, Urban captures the engine of Oakland's Little
Engine That Could of a team with grace and aplomb." - Scott Miller, National Baseball Columnist,
CBS.SportsLine.com
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The wildly entertaining narrative of the outrageous 1981 Dodgers from the award-winning author of
Dynastic, Fantastic, Bombastic and The Baseball Codes In the Halberstam tradition of capturing a season
through its unforgettable figures, They Bled Blue is a sprawling, mad tale of excess and exuberance, the
likes of which could only have occurred in that place, at that time. That it culminated in an unlikely World
Series win--during a campaign split by the longest player strike in baseball history--is not even the most
interesting thing about this team. The Dodgers were led by the garrulous Tommy Lasorda--part manager,
part cheerleader--who unyieldingly proclaimed devotion to the franchise through monologues about
bleeding Dodger blue and worshiping the "Big Dodger in the Sky," and whose office hosted a regular
stream of Hollywood celebrities. Steve Garvey, the All-American, All-Star first baseman, had anchored the
most durable infield in major league history, and, along with Davey Lopes, Bill Russell, and Ron Cey, was
glaringly aware that 1981 would represent the end of their run together. The season's real story, however,
was one that nobody expected at the outset: a chubby lefthander nearly straight out of Mexico, twenty
years old with a wild delivery and a screwball as his flippin' out pitch. The Dodgers had been trying for
decades to find a Hispanic star to activate the local Mexican population; Fernando Valenzuela was the first
to succeed, and it didn't take long for Fernandomania to sweep far beyond the boundaries of Chavez
Ravine. They Bled Blue is the rollicking yarn of the Los Angeles Dodgers' crazy 1981 season.
Reglas Oficiales Del Beisbol - Tom Lepperd 2019
Catcher in the Wry - Bob Uecker 1984-11-01
A former major league baseball player recounts anecdotes of his years behind the plate and on the road,
recalling the antics of his famous teammates, including Hank Aaron, Bob Gibson, Richie Allen, and Warren
Spahn
Dynastic, Bombastic, Fantastic - Jason Turbow 2017-03-07
“An exciting and engrossing book with stories that are worth telling. This work will engage fans of Charlie
O. Finley and the Oakland Athletics, along with anyone captivated by baseball history.” — Library Journal,
starred review The Oakland A’s of the early 1970s: Never before had an entire organization so collectively
traumatized baseball’s establishment with its outlandish behavior and business decisions. The high drama
that played out on the field—five straight division titles and three straight championships—was exceeded
only by the drama in the clubhouse and front office. Under the visionary leadership of owner Charles O.
Finley, the team assembled such luminary figures as Reggie Jackson, Catfish Hunter, Rollie Fingers, and
Vida Blue, and with garish uniforms and revolutionary facial hair, knocked baseball into the modern age.
Finley’s insatiable need for control—he was his own general manager and dictated everything from the
ballpark organist’s playlist to the menu for the media lounge—made him ill-suited for the advent of free
agency. Within two years, his dynasty was lost. A sprawling, brawling history of one of the game’s most
unforgettable teams, Dynastic, Bombastic, Fantastic is a paean to the sport’s most turbulent, magical team,
during one of major league baseball’s most turbulent, magical times.
Baseball - George Vecsey 2008-03-11
“Football is force and fanatics, basketball is beauty and bounce. Baseball is everything: action, grace, the
seasons of our lives. George Vecsey’s book proves it, without wasting a word.”—Lee Eisenberg, author of
The Number In Baseball, one of the great bards of America’s Grand Old Game gives a rousing account of
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the sport, from its pre-Republic roots to the present day. George Vecsey casts a fresh eye on the game,
illuminates its foibles and triumphs, and performs a marvelous feat: making a classic story seem
refreshingly new. Baseball is a narrative of America’s can-do spirit, in which stalwart immigrants such as
Henry Chadwick could transplant cricket and rounders into the fertile American culture and in which diehard unionist baseballers such as Charles Comiskey and Connie Mack could eventually become the
tightfisted avatars of the game’s big-money establishment. It’s a celebration of such underdogs as a ragarmed catcher turned owner named Branch Rickey and a sure-handed fielder named Curt Flood, both of
whom flourished as true great men of history. But most of all, Baseball is a testament to the unbreakable
bond between our nation’s pastime and the fans, who’ve remained loyal through the fifty-year-long interdict
on black athletes, the Black Sox scandal, franchise relocation, and the use of performance-enhancing drugs
by some major stars. Reverent, playful, and filled with Vecsey’s charm, Baseball begs to be read in the span
of a rain-delayed doubleheader, and so enjoyable that, like a favorite team’s championship run, one hopes it
never ends. “Vecsey possesses a journalist’s eye for detail and a historian’s feel for the sweep of action. His
research is scrupulous and his writing crisp. This book is an instant classic—a highly readable guide to
America’s great enduring pastime.”—The Louisville Courier Journal
Baseball Is a Funny Game - Joe Garagiola 1990
A former major-league catcher provides a view of the lighter side of baseball as he relates his professional
experience
Creating the National Pastime - G. Edward White 2014-04-10
At a time when many baseball fans wish for the game to return to a purer past, G. Edward White shows how
seemingly irrational business decisions, inspired in part by the self-interest of the owners but also by their
nostalgia for the game, transformed baseball into the national pastime. Not simply a professional sport,
baseball has been treated as a focus of childhood rituals and an emblem of American individuality and fair
play throughout much of the twentieth century. It started out, however, as a marginal urban sport
associated with drinking and gambling. White describes its progression to an almost mythic status as an
idyllic game, popular among people of all ages and classes. He then recounts the owner's efforts, often
supported by the legal system, to preserve this image. Baseball grew up in the midst of urban
industrialization during the Progressive Era, and the emerging steel and concrete baseball parks
encapsulated feelings of neighborliness and associations with the rural leisure of bygone times. According
to White, these nostalgic themes, together with personal financial concerns, guided owners toward
practices that in retrospect appear unfair to players and detrimental to the progress of the game. Reserve
clauses, blacklisting, and limiting franchise territories, for example, were meant to keep a consistent roster
of players on a team, build fan loyalty, and maintain the game's local flavor. These practices also violated
anti-trust laws and significantly restricted the economic power of the players. Owners vigorously fought
against innovations, ranging from the night games and radio broadcasts to the inclusion of AfricanAmerican players. Nonetheless, the image of baseball as a spirited civic endeavor persisted, even in the
face of outright corruption, as witnessed in the courts' leniency toward the participants in the Black Sox
scandal of 1919. White's story of baseball is intertwined with changes in technology and business in
America and with changing attitudes toward race and ethnicity. The time is fast approaching, he concludes,
when we must consider whether baseball is still regarded as the national pastime and whether protecting
its image is worth the effort.

5/5

Downloaded from mccordia.com on by guest

