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The Black Banners - Ali Soufan 2011-09-12
'If you see the Black Banners coming from Khurasan, join that army, even if you have to crawl over ice; no
power will be able to stop them' Hadith attributed to the Prophet Muhammad The Black Banners is the
ultimate insider's account of the realities of counter-terrorism. During a decade on the front lines, as the
FBI's lead investigator into Al Qaeda, Ali Soufan thwarted plots around the world and won some of the most
important confessions from terrorists - without laying so much as a hand on them. Most of these stories
have never been reported before, and never by anyone with such intimate firsthand knowledge. Soufan
takes us into the interrogation rooms, into the hideouts. He even gives us a ringside seat at bin Laden's
personal celebration of the 9/11 bombings. This is a gripping blow-by-blow account of the ten-year hunt for
the most dangerous and well-connected Islamist terrorists - some of whom are still at large. In The Black
Banners Soufan also explains why the pervasive use of torture is not helping in the 'War on Terror', and
how a more enlightened approach to intelligence is not only possible, but essential. This is a story not just
of intrigue and bravery, but of empathy. He shows us how terrorists think and operate. And he shows that
through this understanding, they can be stopped and finally brought to justice. Ali Soufan knows the truth
about the successes and failures of countering terrorism. His knowledge is essential to us all.
Black Banners of ISIS - David J. Wasserstein 2017-01-01
Introduction: the Islamic State -- Caliphate -- Administration -- Revenue -- Religion -- Women, and children
too -- Christians and Jews and ... -- Apocalypse now -- Conclusion
Guantánamo and Beyond - Fionnuala Ni Aoláin 2013-08-26
The Military Commissions scheme established by President George W. Bush in November 2001 has
garnered considerable controversy. In parallel with the detention facilities at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, the
creation of military courts has focused significant global attention on the use of such courts to process and
try persons suspected of committing terrorist acts or offenses during armed conflict. This book brings
together the viewpoints of leading scholars and policy makers on the topic of exceptional courts and
military commissions with a series of unique contributions setting out the current 'state of the field'. The
book assesses the relationship between such courts and other intersecting and overlapping legal arenas
including constitutional law, international law, international human rights law, and international
humanitarian law. By examining the comparative patterns, similarities and disjunctions arising from the use
of such courts, this book also analyzes the political and legal challenges that the creation and operation of
exceptional courts produces both within democratic states and for the international community.
Under the Black Banners - K. Elle Morrison 2021-07-25
When I was approached for this unusual assignment, I wasn't sure if I should take it or not. It was rare for
an assassin to be recruited to protect someone, and even rarer still that an Incubo would reach out to a
Mortal for help. The money was good, and the job seemed easy enough. Keep a young Incubo woman alive
until her wedding day. Not long after arriving at the stately manor of her betrothed did I realize that there
was more to this mysterious species than Mortals were led to believe. Secret royal families. Unspoken
alliances. Murder plots. If I'm to live long enough to see this job through, I may end up seeing society as I
know it topple. Under The Black Banners is the first book of this urban fantasy series. Follow Isa Nera as
she learns more about the secret societies that even her found family, The Black Banners, hadn't known
about. This urban fantasy weaves subtle magic and realistic romance into an exciting journey from neutral
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third party to possibly the only Mortal with the skills to stop a war from devouring and ending an entire
species.
Bloodlands - Timothy Snyder 2012-10-02
From the author of the international bestseller On Tyranny, the definitive history of Hitler’s and Stalin’s
politics of mass killing, explaining why Ukraine has been at the center of Western history for the last
century. Americans call the Second World War “the Good War.” But before it even began, America’s ally
Stalin had killed millions of his own citizens—and kept killing them during and after the war. Before Hitler
was defeated, he had murdered six million Jews and nearly as many other Europeans. At war’s end, German
and Soviet killing sites fell behind the Iron Curtain, leaving the history of mass killing in darkness.
Assiduously researched, deeply humane, and utterly definitive, Bloodlands is a new kind of European
history, presenting the mass murders committed by the Nazi and Stalinist regimes as two aspects of a
single story. With a new afterword addressing the relevance of these events to the contemporary decline of
democracy, Bloodlands is required reading for anyone seeking to understand the central tragedy of modern
history and its meaning today.
Enhanced Interrogation - James E. Mitchell (Psychologist) 2016
"The creator of the CIA's controversial Enhanced Interrogation Program provides a dramatic firsthand
account of the design, implementation, flaws and aftermath of the program, including personally
interrogating 9/11 mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed and learning from America's enemies what we
need to know to win the continuing struggle against global jihad"-The Flag Book - Lonely Planet Kids 2019-09-01
Did you know that flags are actually pictures that send a message to everyone who sees them? In The Flag
Book you'll uncover the hidden meanings of flags- from country and state colours to flags used in sports, on
ships and aeroplanes, and by the most dastardly of Caribbean pirates.
The Torture Debate in America - Karen J. Greenberg 2005-11-21
As a result of the work assembling the documents, memoranda, and reports that constitute the material in
The Torture Papers the question of the rationale behind the Bush administration's decision to condone the
use of coercive interrogation techniques in the interrogation of detainees suspected of terrorist connections
was raised. The condoned use of torture in any society is questionable but its use by the United States, a
liberal democracy that champions human rights and is a party to international conventions forbidding
torture, has sparked an intense debate within America. The Torture Debate in America captures these
arguments with essays from individuals in different discipines. This volume is divided into two sections with
essays covering all sides of the argument from those who embrace absolute prohibition of torture to those
who see it as a viable option in the war on terror and with documents complementing the essays.
Black Banners from the East - Moshe Sharon 1983
The Black Banners: The Inside Story of 9/11 and the War Against al-Qaeda - Ali Soufan 2011-09-12
A book that will change the way we think about al-Qaeda, intelligence, and the events that forever changed
America. On September 11, 2001, FBI Special Agent Ali H. Soufan was handed a secret file. Had he
received it months earlier—when it was requested—the attacks on New York and Washington could have
been prevented. During his time on the front lines, Soufan helped thwart plots around the world and
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elicited some of the most important confessions from terrorists in the war against al-Qaeda—without laying
so much as a hand on them. Most of these stories have never been reported before, and never by anyone
with such intimate firsthand knowledge. This narrative account of America's successes and failures against
al-Qaeda is essential to an understanding of the terrorist group. We are taken into hideouts and
interrogation rooms. We have a ringside seat at bin Laden's personal celebration of the 9/11 bombings.
Such riveting details show us not only how terrorists think and operate but also how they can be beaten
and brought to justice.
The Rage - Julia Ebner 2017-09-30
The early twenty-first century has been defined by a rise in Islamist radicalisation and a concurrent rise in
far right extremism. This book explores the interaction between the 'new' far right and Islamist extremists
and considers the consequences for the global terror threat. Julia Ebner argues that far right and Islamist
extremist narratives - 'The West is at war with Islam' and 'Muslims are at war with the West' - complement
each other perfectly, making the two extremes rhetorical allies and building a spiralling torrent of hatred 'The Rage'. By looking at extremist movements both online and offline, she shows how far right and Islamist
extremists have succeeded in penetrating each other's echo chambers as a result of their mutually useful
messages. Based on first-hand interviews, this book introduces readers to the world of reciprocal
radicalisation and the hotbeds of extremism that have developed - with potentially disastrous consequences
- in the UK, Europe and the US.
The Terror Courts - Jess Bravin 2013-02-19
Soon after the September 11 attacks in 2001, the United States captured hundreds of suspected al-Qaeda
terrorists in Afghanistan and around the world. By the following January the first of these prisoners arrived
at the U.S. military's prison camp in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where they were subject to President George
W. Bush's executive order authorizing their trial by military commissions. Jess Bravin, the "Wall Street
Journal"'s Supreme Court correspondent, was there within days of the prison's opening, and has continued
ever since to cover the U.S. effort to create a parallel justice system for enemy aliens. A maze of legal,
political, and moral issues has stood in the way of justice--issues often raised by military prosecutors who
found themselves torn between duty to the chain of command and their commitment to fundamental
American values.While much has been written about Guantanamo and brutal detention practices following
9/11, Bravin is the first to go inside the Pentagon's prosecution team to expose the real-world legal
consequences of those policies. Bravin describes cases undermined by inadmissible evidence obtained
through torture, clashes between military lawyers and administration appointees, and political interference
in criminal prosecutions that would be shocking within the traditional civilian and military justice systems.
With the Obama administration planning to try the alleged 9/11 conspirators at Guantanamo--and vindicate
the legal experiment the Bush administration could barely get off the ground--"The Terror Courts" could not
be more timely.
Front Burner - Kirk Lippold 2013-04-09
The former Commander of the USS Cole tells the full story of the deadly terrorist attack on his ship and its
frustrating, fateful aftermath
Black Flags - Joby Warrick 2016-09-06
WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE • In a thrilling dramatic narrative, the award-winning reporter traces
how the strain of militant Islam behind ISIS first arose in a remote Jordanian prison and spread with the
unwitting aid of two American presidents. With a new Afterword Drawing on unique high-level access to
CIA and Jordanian sources, Warrick weaves gripping, moment-by-moment operational details with the
perspectives of diplomats and spies, generals and heads of state, many of whom foresaw a menace worse
than al Qaeda and tried desperately to stop it. Black Flags is a brilliant and definitive history that reveals
the long arc of today’s most dangerous extremist threat.
The Burn Pits - Joseph Hickman 2019-07-22
“There’s a whole chapter on my son Beau… He was co-located [twice] near these burn pits.” –Joe Biden,
former Vice President of the United States of America The Agent Orange of the 21st Century… Thousands
of American soldiers are returning from the battlefields of Iraq and Afghanistan with severe wounds from
chemical war. They are not the victims of ruthless enemy warfare, but of their own military commanders.
the-black-banners-inside-story-of-9-11-and-war-against-al-qaeda-ali-h-soufan

These soldiers, afflicted with rare cancers and respiratory diseases, were sickened from the smoke and ash
swirling out of the “burn pits” where military contractors incinerated mountains of trash, including old
stockpiles of mustard and sarin gas, medical waste, and other toxic material. This shocking work, now for
the first time in paperback, includes: Illustration of the devastation in one soldier’s intimate story A plea for
help Connection between the burn pits and Major Biden’s unfortunate suffering and death The burn pits’
effects on native citizens of Iraq: mothers, fathers, and children Denial from the Department of Defense and
others Warning signs that were ignored and much more Based on thousands of government documents,
over five hundred in-depth medical case studies, and interviews with more than one thousand veterans and
active-duty GIs, The Burn Pits will shock the nation. The book is more than an explosive work of
investigative journalism—it is the deeply moving chronicle of the many young men and women who signed
up to serve their country in the wake of 9/11, only to return home permanently damaged, the victims of
their own armed forces’ criminal negligence.
Nine Lives - Aimen Dean 2018-06-07
As one of Al Qaeda's most respected scholars and bomb-makers, Aimen Dean rubbed shoulders with the
mastermind of the 9/11 attacks and met Osama Bin Laden himself. His job was already one of the most
dangerous in the world. But what the others didn't know was that he was working undercover for MI6.
Intelligence - Susan Hasler 2010-06-22
A team of Intelligence agents try to prevent an impending terrorist attack, but are thwarted by bureaucratic
hurdles in this darkly humorous debut written by a former CIA agent Maddie James and her colleagues are
terrorism experts working in a crumbling intelligence agency. They are certain another big terrorist attack
is coming, but in a post-9/11 election year the Administration is stressing its victories in the War on
Terror—and few want to hear the team’s warnings. Reluctantly, Maddie’s given a team of five analysts to
focus on the impending threat. The crew labors through bureaucratic obstacles, personal problems, and a
blossoming romance between its senior members, Doc and Fran. They come heartbreakingly close to
stopping the attack, but fail to predict a surprising twist in the terrorists’ plot. In the wake of tragedy, the
Administration pins blame on Iran despite lack of evidence—so Maddie and her team try to investigate.
With dark humor and a razor-sharp tone, they fight back against office politics, government cover-ups and
blackmail in order to set the record straight. A keenly crafted debut that could only be written by an ex-CIA
agent, Intelligence will please fans of Wag the Dog and Primary Colors. Susan Hasler is featured in the
HBO documentary "MANHUNT" about the female analysts who worked so hard to capture Bin Ladin.
Masterminds of Terror - Yusrī Fawdah 2003
A reporter for Al-Jazeera recounts his secret meetings with Al-Qaeda leaders Khalid Shaikh Mohammad and
Ramzi Binalshibh and reveals what they had to say about the September 11 attacks, the roots of terrorism,
and future plans.
The Looming Tower - Lawrence Wright 2018-02-02
Explores both the American and Arab sides of the September 11th terrorist attacks in an account of the
people, ideas, events, and intelligence failures that led to the tragedies.
The Cell - John C. Miller 2002-09-01
In The Cell, John Miller, an award-winning journalist and coanchor of ABC's 20/20, along with veteran
reporter Michael Stone and Chris Mitchell, takes readers back more than 10 years to the birth of the
terrorist cell that later metastasized into al Qaeda's New York operation. This remarkable book offers a
firsthand account of what it is to be a police officer, an FBI agent or a reporter obsessed with a case few
people will take seriously. It contains a first-person account of Miller's face-to-face meeting with bin Laden
and provides the first full-length treatment to piece together what led up to the events of 9/11, ultimately
delivering the disturbing answer to the question: Why, with all the information the intelligence community
had, was no one able to stop the 9/11 attacks?
Federal Law Enforcement - Jeffrey B. Bumgarner 2013-01-01
Federal Law Enforcement: A Primer, serves to fill a gap in criminal justice literature by examining federal
law enforcement from both historical and contemporary perspectives. Part I of the book considers the
history of federal law enforcement in the United States as well as its current status within the broader
American law enforcement community. Debate over the reach and scope of federal law enforcement is also
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addressed. Part II of the book examines the history, organization, personnel, and function of over 20
specific federal law enforcement agencies. Finally, Part III of the book addresses careers within, and the
future of, federal law enforcement in the United States.
The Devil We Know - Robert Baer 2009-08-18
Over the past thirty years, while the United States has turned either a blind or dismissive eye, Iran has
emerged as a nation every bit as capable of altering America’s destiny as traditional superpowers Russia
and China. Indeed, one of this book’s central arguments is that, in some ways, Iran’s grip on America’s
future is even tighter. As ex–CIA operative Robert Baer masterfully shows, Iran has maneuvered itself into
the elite superpower ranks by exploiting Americans’ false perceptions of what Iran is—by letting us believe
it is a country run by scowling religious fanatics, too preoccupied with theocratic jostling and terrorist
agendas to strengthen its political and economic foundations. The reality is much more frightening—and yet
contained in the potential catastrophe is an implicit political response that, if we’re bold enough to adopt it,
could avert disaster. Baer’s on-the-ground sleuthing and interviews with key Middle East players—everyone
from an Iranian ayatollah to the king of Bahrain to the head of Israel’s internal security—paint a picture of
the centuries-old Shia nation that is starkly the opposite of the one normally drawn. For example, Iran’s
hate-spouting President Ahmadinejad is by no means the true spokesman for Iranian foreign policy, nor is
Iran making it the highest priority to become a nuclear player. Even so, Baer has discovered that Iran is
currently engaged in a soft takeover of the Middle East, that the proxy method of war-making and co-option
it perfected with Hezbollah in Lebanon is being exported throughout the region, that Iran now controls a
significant portion of Iraq, that it is extending its influence over Jordan and Egypt, that the Arab Emirates
and other Gulf States are being pulled into its sphere, and that it will shortly have a firm hold on the
world’s oil spigot. By mixing anecdotes with information gleaned from clandestine sources, Baer superbly
demonstrates that Iran, far from being a wild-eyed rogue state, is a rational actor—one skilled in the game
of nations and so effective at thwarting perceived Western colonialism that even rival Sunnis relish fighting
under its banner. For U.S. policy makers, the choices have narrowed: either cede the world’s most
important energy corridors to a nation that can match us militarily with its asymmetric capabilities (which
include the use of suicide bombers)—or deal with the devil we know. We might just find that in allying with
Iran, we’ll have increased not just our own security but that of all Middle East nations.The alternative—to
continue goading Iran into establishing hegemony over the Muslim world—is too chilling to contemplate.
The Black Banners: The Inside Story of 9/11 and the War Against Al-Qaeda (First Edition) - Ali
Soufan 2011-09-12
A former FBI special agent offers an insider's account of how the September 11th attacks could have been
prevented, as well as his role in the war on terror, including his highly effective interrogation efforts.
Hard Measures - Jose A. Rodriguez 2013-04-30
Traces a leading CIA counter-terrorist's unlikely journey from a law student and CIA recruit to a top
American spy, addressing questions related to his political views and controversial decision to destroy tapes
of CIA interrogations. Reprint.
Discovering the Miracle of the Scarlet Thread in Every Book of the Bible - Richard Booker 2009-11-28
Yes you can understand the Bible! Discovering the Miracle of the Scarlet Thread in Every Book of the Bible
takes the mystery and confusion out of the Bible and makes God s Word come alive with new insights and a
fresh excitement that will have you searching for more. Dr. Richard Booker unveils the mysteries and
secrets of the Bible by explaining its master theme, and then reveals a simple plan so you can discover God
s personal revelation for yourself. The author provides Exciting biblical background, An interesting survey
of each book in the Bible, Each book s master theme, Practical principles, forms, and guidelines for your
own life-enriching Bible study. The sometimes hard-to-understand teachings of Jesus in their original
culture and context come alive and become real through discovering the miracle of the scarlet thread. Then
Jesus began to explain everything which had been written in the Scriptures about Him.Jesus started with
the books of Moses and then He talked about what the prophets had written about Him (Luke 24:27 PEB).
This book about the Bible will change the way you think about His Word His life-changing and eternal
Word.
The Man Who Warned America - Murray Weiss 2004-05-25
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Presents the life and death of John P. O'Neill, an FBI agent immersed in terrorist investigations, who
attempted to warn top officials of the growing terrorist threat and perished in the attacks on September
11th.
See No Evil - Robert Baer 2003-01-07
In his explosive New York Times bestseller, top CIA operative Robert Baer paints a chilling picture of how
terrorism works on the inside and provides startling evidence of how Washington politics sabotaged the
CIA’s efforts to root out the world’s deadliest terrorists, allowing for the rise of Osama bin Laden and Al
Qaeda and the continued entrenchment of Saddam Hussein in Iraq. A veteran case officer in the CIA’s
Directorate of Operations in the Middle East, Baer witnessed the rise of terrorism first hand and the CIA’s
inadequate response to it, leading to the attacks of September 11, 2001. This riveting book is both an
indictment of an agency that lost its way and an unprecedented look at the roots of modern terrorism, and
includes a new afterword in which Baer speaks out about the American war on terrorism and its profound
implications throughout the Middle East. “Robert Baer was considered perhaps the best on-the-ground field
officer in the Middle East.” –Seymour M. Hersh, The New Yorker From The Preface This book is a memoir
of one foot soldier’s career in the other cold war, the one against terrorist networks. It’s a story about
places most Americans will never travel to, about people many Americans would prefer to think we don’t
need to do business with. This memoir, I hope, will show the reader how spying is supposed to work, where
the CIA lost its way, and how we can bring it back again. But I hope this book will accomplish one more
purpose as well: I hope it will show why I am angry about what happened to the CIA. And I want to show
why every American and everyone who cares about the preservation of this country should be angry and
alarmed, too. The CIA was systematically destroyed by political correctness, by petty Beltway wars, by
careerism, and much more. At a time when terrorist threats were compounding globally, the agency that
should have been monitoring them was being scrubbed clean instead. Americans were making too much
money to bother. Life was good. The White House and the National Security Council became cathedrals of
commerce where the interests of big business outweighed the interests of protecting American citizens at
home and abroad. Defanged and dispirited, the CIA went along for the ride. And then on September 11,
2001, the reckoning for such vast carelessness was presented for all the world to see.
Bring Out the Banners - Geoffrey Trease 2013-05-09
An office worker and an aristocratic young lady become unlikely friends as they work together for women's
right to vote. A thrilling story of secret meetings, police oppression and social upheaval, as well as an
accurate account of the Suffragette movement in the years before the First World War. Republished to
coincide with the 100th anniversary of the death of suffragette martyr Emily Davison.
The Terror Factory: The Isis Edition - Trevor Aaronson 2018-05-29
An ISIS/Trump update to the bestselling book about the FBI's role in manufacturing terrorist plots.
The Education of Brett Kavanaugh - Robin Pogrebin 2019-09-17
"A remarkable work of slowed-down journalism...They are doing their jobs as journalists and writing the
first draft of history." —Jill Filipovic, The Washington Post "...Generous but also damning." —Hanna Rosin,
The New York Times From two New York Times reporters, a deeper look at the formative years of Supreme
Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh and his confirmation. In September 2018, the F.B.I. was given only a week
to investigate allegations of sexual misconduct against Brett Kavanaugh, President Trump's Supreme Court
nominee. But even as Kavanaugh was sworn in to his lifetime position, many questions remained
unanswered, leaving millions of Americans unsettled. During the Senate confirmation hearings that
preceded the bureau's brief probe, New York Times reporters Robin Pogrebin and Kate Kelly broke critical
stories about Kavanaugh's past, including the "Renate Alumni" yearbook story. They were inundated with
tips from former classmates, friends, and associates that couldn't be fully investigated before the
confirmation process closed. Now, their book fills in the blanks and explores the essential question: Who is
Brett Kavanaugh? The Education of Brett Kavanaugh paints a picture of the prep-school and Ivy-League
worlds that formed our newest Supreme Court Justice. By offering commentary from key players from his
confirmation process who haven't yet spoken publicly and pursuing lines of inquiry that were left hanging,
it will be essential reading for anyone who wants to understand our political system and Kavanaugh's
unexpectedly emblematic role in it.
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Unjustifiable Means - Mark Fallon 2017-10-24
The book the government doesn’t want you to read. President Trump wants to bring back torture. This is
why he’s wrong. In his more than thirty years as an NCIS special agent and counterintelligence officer,
Mark Fallon has investigated some of the most significant terrorist operations in US history, including the
first bombing of the World Trade Center and the 2000 attack on the USS Cole. He knew well how to bring
criminals to justice, all the while upholding the Constitution. But in the aftermath of September 11, 2001, it
was clear that America was dealing with a new kind of enemy. Soon after the attacks, Fallon was named
Deputy Commander of the newly formed Criminal Investigation Task Force (CITF), created to probe the alQaeda terrorist network and bring suspected terrorists to trial. Fallon was determined to do the job the
right way, but with the opening of Guantanamo Bay and the arrival of its detainees, he witnessed a shadowy
dark side of the intelligence community that emerged, peddling a snake-oil they called “enhanced
interrogation techniques.” In Unjustifiable Means, Fallon reveals this dark side of the United States
government, which threw our own laws and international covenants aside to become a nation that
tortured—sanctioned by the highest-ranking members of the Bush Administration, the Army, and the CIA,
many of whom still hold government positions, although none have been held accountable. Until now.
Follow along as Fallon pieces together how this shadowy group incrementally—and secretly—loosened the
reins on interrogation techniques at Gitmo and later, Abu-Ghraib, and black sites around the world. He
recounts how key psychologists disturbingly violated human rights and adopted harsh practices to fit the
Bush administration’s objectives even though such tactics proved ineffective, counterproductive, and
damaging to our own national security. Fallon untangles the powerful decisions the administration’s legal
team—the Bush “War Counsel”—used to provide the cover needed to make torture the modus operandi of
the United States government. As Fallon says, “You could clearly see it coming, you could wave your arms
and yell, but there wasn’t a damn thing you could do to stop it.” Unjustifiable Means is hard-hitting, raw,
and explosive, and forces the spotlight back on to how America lost its way. Fallon also exposes those
responsible for using torture under the guise of national security, as well as those heroes who risked it all
to oppose the program. By casting a defining light on one of America’s darkest periods, Mark Fallon weaves
a cautionary tale for those who wield the power to reinstate torture.
Under the Banner of Heaven - Jon Krakauer 2004-06-08
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • From the author of Into the Wild and Into Thin Air, this extraordinary work of
investigative journalism takes readers inside America’s isolated Mormon Fundamentalist communities.
Defying both civil authorities and the Mormon establishment in Salt Lake City, the renegade leaders of
these Taliban-like theocracies are zealots who answer only to God; some 40,000 people still practice
polygamy in these communities. At the core of Krakauer’s book are brothers Ron and Dan Lafferty, who
insist they received a commandment from God to kill a blameless woman and her baby girl. Beginning with
a meticulously researched account of this appalling double murder, Krakauer constructs a multi-layered,
bone-chilling narrative of messianic delusion, polygamy, savage violence, and unyielding faith. Along the
way he uncovers a shadowy offshoot of America’s fastest growing religion, and raises provocative questions
about the nature of religious belief.
The Triple Agent - Joby Warrick 2012-05-01
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • The Pulitzer-Prize winning reporter takes us deep inside the CIA's war against
al-Qaeda, with rare inside access, for an unforgettable portrait of both Humam Khalil al-Balawi and the
veteran agents whose fierce desire to avenge 9/11 led to a terrible miscalculation. In December 2009, a
group of the CIA’s top terrorist hunters gathered at a secret base in Afghanistan to greet a rising superspy:
Humam Khalil al-Balawi, a Jordanian who had infiltrated the upper ranks of al-Qaeda. For months, he had
sent shocking revelations from inside the terrorist network and now promised to help the CIA assassinate
Osama bin Laden’s top deputy. Instead, as he stepped from his car, al-Balawi detonated a thirty-pound
bomb, instantly killing seven CIA operatives and giving the agency its worst loss of life in decades.
Against All Enemies - Richard A. Clarke 2008-12-09
Richard Clarke has been one of America's foremost experts on counterterrorism measures for more than
two decades. He has served under four presidents from both parties, beginning in Ronald Reagan's State
Department becoming America's first Counter-terrorism Czar under Bill Clinton and remaining for the first
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two years of George W. Bush's administration. He has seen every piece of intelligence on Al-Qaeda from the
beginning; he was in the Situation Room on September 11th and he knows exactly what has taken place
under the United State's new Department of Homeland Security. Through gripping, thriller-like scenes, he
tells the full story for the first time and explains what the Bush Administration are doing.
The Bureau - Ronald Kessler 2016-01-12
No institution is as critically important to America's security. No American institution is as controversial.
And, after the White House, Congress, and the Supreme Court, no institution is as powerful. Yet until now,
no book has presented the full story of the FBI from its beginnings in 1908 to the present... The Bureau The
Secret History of the FBI Based on exclusive interviews-including the first interview with Robert Mueller
since his nomination as director-The Bureau reveals why the FBI was unprepared for the attacks of
September 11 and how the FBI is combating terrorism today. The book answers such questions as: Why did
the FBI know nothing useful about al-Qaeda before September 11? What is really behind the FBI's more
aggressive investigative approaches that have raised civil liberties concerns? What does the FBI think of
improvements in airline security? How safe does the FBI think America really is? An Award-winning
investigative reporter and New York Times bestselling author of Inside the White House, Ronald Kessler
answers these questions and presents the definitive history of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The
Bureau reveals startling new information-from J. Edgar Hoover's blackmailing of Congress to the
investigation of the September 11th attacks.
The Exile - Adrian Levy 2017-05-23
Startling and scandalous, this is an intimate insider's story of Osama bin Laden's retinue in the ten years
after 9/11, a family in flight and at war. From September 11, 2001 to May 2, 2011, Osama Bin Laden
evaded intelligence services and special forces units, drones and hunter killer squads. The Exile tells the
extraordinary inside story of that decade through the eyes of those who witnessed it: bin Laden's four wives
and many children, his deputies and military strategists, his spiritual advisor, the CIA, Pakistan's ISI, and
many others who have never before told their stories. Investigative journalists Cathy Scott-Clark and Adrian
Levy gained unique access to Osama bin Laden's inner circle, and they recount the flight of Al Qaeda's
forces and bin Laden's innocent family members, the gradual formation of ISIS by bin Laden's lieutenants,
and bin Laden's rising paranoia and eroding control over his organization. They also reveal that the Bush
White House knew the whereabouts of bin Laden's family and Al Qaeda's military and religious leaders, but
rejected opportunities to capture them, pursuing war in the Persian Gulf instead, and offer insights into
how Al Qaeda will attempt to regenerate itself in the coming years. While we think we know what happened
in Abbottabad on May 2, 2011, we know little about the wilderness years that led to that shocking event. As
authoritative in its scope and detail as it is propuslively readable, The Exile is a landmark work of
investigation and reporting.
The Black Banners (Declassified) - Ali H Soufan 2020-09-08
The definitive account of an FBI special agent’s al-Qaeda story, unredacted for the first time. Widely
heralded on publication as a "must-read" (Military Review) and "important window on America’s battle with
al-Qaeda" (Washington Post), Ali Soufan’s revelatory account of the war on terror as seen from its front
lines changed the way we understand al-Qaeda and how the United States prosecuted the war—and led to
hard questions being asked of our leaders. When The Black Banners was published in 2011, significant
portions of the text were redacted. After subsequent review by the Central Intelligence Agency, those
redactions have been lifted. Their removal corrects the record on how vital intelligence was obtained from
al-Qaeda suspects and brings forth important new details on the controversial use of enhanced
interrogation techniques (torture) to extract information from terror suspects. For many years, proponents
of the use of these techniques have argued that they produced actionable intelligence in the war on terror.
This edition of The Black Banners explodes this myth; it shows Soufan at work using guile and intelligent
questioning—not force or violence—to extract some of the most important confessions in the war, and it
vividly recounts the failures of the government’s torture program. Drawing on Soufan’s experiences as a
lead operative for the FBI and declassified government records, The Black Banners (Declassified)
documents the intelligence failures that lead to the tragic attacks on New York and Washington, DC, and
subsequently how torture derailed the fight against al-Qaeda. With this edition, eighteen years on from the
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first sanctioned enhanced interrogation technique, the public can finally read the complete story of what
happened in their name after the events of 9/11. The Black Banners (Declassified) includes a new foreword
from Ali Soufan that addresses the significance of the CIA’s decision to lift the redactions.
Anatomy of Terror: From the Death of bin Laden to the Rise of the Islamic State - Ali Soufan
2017-05-02
"Anyone who wants to understand the world we live in now should read this book." —Lawrence Wright To
eliminate the scourge of terrorism, we must first know who the enemy actually is, and what his motivations
are. In Anatomy of Terror, former FBI special agent and New York Times best-selling author Ali Soufan
dissects Osama bin Laden’s brand of jihadi terrorism and its major offshoots, revealing how these
organizations were formed, how they operate, their strengths, and—crucially—their weaknesses. This
riveting account examines the new Islamic radicalism through the stories of its flag-bearers, including a
U.S. Air Force colonel who once served Saddam Hussein, a provincial bookworm who declared himself
caliph of all Muslims, and bin Laden’s own beloved son Hamza, a prime candidate to lead the organization
his late father founded. Anatomy of Terror lays bare the psychology and inner workings of al-Qaeda, the
Islamic State, and their spawn, and shows how the spread of terror can be stopped. Winner of the Airey
Neave Memorial Book Prize
Sleeping with the Devil - Robert Baer 2003-07-15
“Saudi Arabia is more and more an irrational state—a place that spawns global terrorism even as it
succumbs to an ancient and deeply seated isolationism, a kingdom led by a royal family that can’t get out of
the way of its own greed. Is this the fulcrum we want the global economy to balance on?” In his explosive
New York Times bestseller, See No Evil, former CIA operative Robert Baer exposed how Washington
politics drastically compromised the CIA’s efforts to fight global terrorism. Now in his powerful new book,
Sleeping with the Devil, Baer turns his attention to Saudi Arabia, revealing how our government’s cynical
relationship with our Middle Eastern ally and America’ s dependence on Saudi oil make us increasingly
vulnerable to economic disaster and put us at risk for further acts of terrorism. For decades, the United
States and Saudi Arabia have been locked in a “harmony of interests.” America counted on the Saudis for
cheap oil, political stability in the Middle East, and lucrative business relationships for the United States,
while providing a voracious market for the kingdom’ s vast oil reserves. With money and oil flowing freely
between Washington and Riyadh, the United States has felt secure in its relationship with the Saudis and
the ruling Al Sa’ud family. But the rot at the core of our “friendship” with the Saudis was dramatically
revealed when it became apparent that fifteen of the nineteen September 11 hijackers proved to be Saudi
citizens. In Sleeping with the Devil, Baer documents with chilling clarity how our addiction to cheap oil and
Saudi petrodollars caused us to turn a blind eye to the Al Sa’ud’s culture of bribery, its abysmal human
rights record, and its financial support of fundamentalist Islamic groups that have been directly linked to
international acts of terror, including those against the United States. Drawing on his experience as a field
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operative who was on the ground in the Middle East for much of his twenty years with the agency, as well
as the large network of sources he has cultivated in the region and in the U.S. intelligence community, Baer
vividly portrays our decades-old relationship with the increasingly dysfunctional and corrupt Al Sa’ud
family, the fierce anti-Western sentiment that is sweeping the kingdom, and the desperate link between the
two. In hopes of saving its own neck, the royal family has been shoveling money as fast as it can to mosque
schools that preach hatred of America and to militant fundamentalist groups—an end game just waiting to
play out. Baer not only reveals the outrageous excesses of a Saudi royal family completely out of touch with
the people of its kingdom, he also takes readers on a highly personal search for the deeper roots of modern
terrorism, a journey that returns time again and again to Saudi Arabia: to the Wahhabis, the powerful
Islamic sect that rules the Saudi street; to the Taliban and al Qaeda, both of which Saudi Arabia helped to
underwrite; and to the Muslim Brotherhood, one of the most active and effective terrorist groups in
existence, which the Al Sa’ud have sheltered and funded. The money and arms that we send to Saudi Arabia
are, in effect, being used to cut our own throat, Baer writes, but America might have only itself to blame. So
long as we continue to encourage the highly volatile Saudi state to bank our oil under its sand—and so long
as we continue to grab at the Al Sa’ud’s money—we are laying the groundwork for a potential global
economic catastrophe.
Rogue Justice - Karen J. Greenberg 2016-05-24
The definitive account of how America’s War on Terror sparked a decade-long assault on the rule of law,
weakening our courts and our Constitution in the name of national security. The day after September 11,
President Bush tasked the attorney general with preventing another terrorist attack on the United States.
From that day forward, the Bush administration turned to the Department of Justice to give its imprimatur
to activities that had previously been unthinkable—from the NSA’s spying on US citizens to indefinite
detention to torture. Many of these activities were secretly authorized, others done in the light of day.
When President Obama took office, many observers expected a reversal of these encroachments upon civil
liberties and justice, but the new administration found the rogue policies to be deeply entrenched and, at
times, worth preserving. Obama ramped up targeted killings, held fast to aggressive surveillance policies,
and fell short on bringing reform to detention and interrogation. How did America veer so far from its
founding principles of justice? Rogue Justice connects the dots for the first time—from the Patriot Act to
today’s military commissions, from terrorism prosecutions to intelligence priorities, from the ACLU’s
activism to Edward Snowden’s revelations. And it poses a stark question: Will the American justice system
ever recover from the compromises it made for the war on terror? Riveting and deeply reported, Rogue
Justice could only have been written by Karen Greenberg, one of this country’s top experts on Guantánamo,
torture, and terrorism, with a deep knowledge of both the Bush and Obama administrations. Now she
brings to life the full story of law and policy after 9/11, introducing us to the key players and events,
showing that time and again, when liberty and security have clashed, justice has been the victim. — Kirkus,
Best Books of 2016
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