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The Lost Art of Reading - David L. Ulin 2010-06-01
Reading is a revolutionary act, an act of engagement in a culture that wants us to disengage. In The Lost
Art of Reading, David L. Ulin asks a number of timely questions - why is literature important? What does it
offer, especially now? Blending commentary with memoir, Ulin addresses the importance of the simple act
of reading in an increasingly digital culture. Reading a book, flipping through hard pages, or shuffling them
on screen - it doesn't matter. The key is the act of reading, and it's seriousness and depth. Ulin emphasizes
the importance of reflection and pause allowed by stopping to read a book, and the accompanying focus
required to let the mind run free in a world that is not one's own. Are we willing to risk our collective
interest in contemplation, nuanced thinking, and empathy? Far from preaching to the choir, The Lost Art of
Reading is a call to arms, or rather, to pages.
The Love Song of Miss Queenie Hennessy - Rachel Joyce 2015-03-03
From the New York Times bestselling author of The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry comes an exquisite
love story about Queenie Hennessy, the remarkable friend who inspired Harold’s cross-country journey.
“This lovely book is full of joy. Much more than the story of a woman’s enduring love for an ordinary, flawed
man, it’s an ode to messy, imperfect, glorious, unsung humanity.”—The Washington Post A runaway
international bestseller, The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry followed its unassuming hero on an
incredible journey as he traveled the length of England on foot—a journey spurred by a simple letter from
his old friend Queenie Hennessy, writing from a hospice to say goodbye. Harold believed that as long as he
kept walking, Queenie would live. What he didn’t know was that his decision to walk had caused her both
alarm and fear. How could she wait? What would she say? Forced to confront the past, Queenie realizes she
must write again. In this poignant parallel story to Harold’s saga, acclaimed author Rachel Joyce brings
Queenie Hennessy’s voice into sharp focus. Setting pen to paper, Queenie makes a journey of her own, a
journey that is even bigger than Harold’s; one word after another, she promises to confess long-buried
truths—about her modest childhood, her studies at Oxford, the heartbreak that brought her to Kingsbridge
and to loving Harold, her friendship with his son, the solace she has found in a garden by the sea. And,
finally, the devastating secret she has kept from Harold for all these years. A wise, tender, layered novel
that gathers tremendous emotional force, The Love Song of Miss Queenie Hennessy underscores the
resilience of the human spirit, beautifully illuminating the small yet pivotal moments that can change a
person’s life.
If I Fall, If I Die - Michael Christie 2015-01-20
A heartfelt and wondrous debut about family, fear, and skateboarding, that Karen Russell calls "A bruiser of
a tale . . . a death-defying coming-of-age story." Will has never been outside, at least not since he can
remember. And he has certainly never gotten to know anyone other than his mother, a fiercely loving yet
wildly eccentric agoraphobe who panics at the thought of opening the front door. Their world is rich and
fun- loving—full of art, science experiments, and music—and all confined to their small house. But Will’s
thirst for adventure can’t be contained. Clad in a protective helmet and unsure of how to talk to other kids,
he finally ventures outside. At his new school he meets Jonah, an artsy loner who introduces Will to the
high-flying freedoms of skateboarding. Together, they search for a missing local boy, help a bedraggled
vagabond, and evade a dangerous bootlegger. The adventure is more than Will ever expected, pulling him
far from the confines of his closed-off world and into the throes of early adulthood, and all the risks that
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everyday life offers. In buoyant, kinetic prose, Michael Christie has written an emotionally resonant and
keenly observed novel about mothers and sons, fears and uncertainties, and the lengths we’ll go for those
we love.
The Book of Self-Care - Mary Beth Janssen 2017-11-07
Real wellness isn't just the absence of injury or illness. Janssen shares a consciousness- and compassionbased system for navigating wholeness in mind, body, and soul. This whole-body approach is the start of a
vital, fulfilled life.
To Be Sung Underwater - Tom McNeal 2011-06-02
Judith Whitman always believed in the kind of love that "picks you up in Akron and sets you down in Rio."
Long ago, she once experienced that love. Willy Blunt was a carpenter with a dry wit and a steadfast sense
of honor. Marrying him seemed like a natural thing to promise. But Willy Blunt was not a person you could
pick up in Nebraska and transport to Stanford. When Judith left home, she didn't look back. Twenty years
later, Judith's marriage is hazy with secrets. In her hand is what may be the phone number for the man who
believed she meant it when she said she loved him. If she called, what would he say? To Be Sung
Underwater is the epic love story of a woman trying to remember, and the man who could not even begin to
forget.
Happy All the Time - Laurie Colwin 2014-11-18
A modern classic first published in 1978 that is as much a sophisticated romantic comedy about the love
between two partners as it is a novel about the powerful bonds shared by family members, friends,
colleagues and confidants. “A comedy of manners that reminds us that manners are comic and should be
enjoyed as such.” —The New York Times Guido and Vincent, best friends (and third cousins), aren’t
expecting to fall head-over-heels in love, but that is exactly what happens. Guido is smitten with Holly, a
dazzling young woman who chafes at the idea of complacency, while Vincent falls for Misty, a work
colleague with an acerbic sense of humor who seems as uninterested in romance as she is in Vincent (at
first). In the months that follow, both couples will experience the rituals of courtship, jealousy,
estrangement, family entanglements, and other perils of the heart as they try to find love in spite of
themselves. Colwin is a master of portraying the messiness of life: here, in hilarious and endearing prose,
she follows these two improbable pairs, and their families, as they navigate and ultimately find happiness
together—not all the time, but for most of it. With a foreword by Katherine Heiny.
How the Light Gets In - M. J. Hyland 2007-12-01
A teenager yearns to escape her roots—but feels like an outsider with the wealthy family that takes her
in—in this novel from a Booker Prize finalist. “Sixteen-year-old Australian exchange student Louise (Lou) is
ecstatic that she has left behind her rough family, who mock her for using big words, and their tiny flat
choked with cigarette smoke. Placed in a wealthy Chicago suburb, in a pristine McMansion with the
Harding family, Lou is stunned by the glossy perfection: ‘There are so many healthy, good-looking
teenagers that a few crooked teeth, or short, fat fingers, suddenly take on the proportions of deformities.’
The Hardings are earnest and warm, but Lou’s high-strung insecurity and wary independence begin to
widen the cracks in her host family’s strained domesticity, particularly when Lou turns increasingly to
booze and drugs . . . Lou’s furious, first-person voice is filled with piercing observations that beautifully
balance Lou’s teenage detachment and aching, intelligence and self-absorption, yearning and recklessness.
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And like Holden Caulfield, with whom she invites inevitable comparison, Lou is unmerciful toward those
satisfied with easy answers.” —Booklist
Our Souls at Night - Kent Haruf 2015-05-26
A spare yet eloquent, bittersweet yet inspiring story of a man and a woman who, in advanced age, come
together to wrestle with the events of their lives and their hopes for the imminent future. In the familiar
setting of Holt, Colorado, home to all of Kent Haruf’s inimitable fiction, Addie Moore pays an unexpected
visit to a neighbor, Louis Waters. Her husband died years ago, as did his wife, and in such a small town
they naturally have known of each other for decades; in fact, Addie was quite fond of Louis’s wife. His
daughter lives hours away in Colorado Springs, her son even farther away in Grand Junction, and Addie and
Louis have long been living alone in houses now empty of family, the nights so terribly lonely, especially
with no one to talk with. Their brave adventures—their pleasures and their difficulties—are hugely
involving and truly resonant, making Our Souls at Night the perfect final installment to this beloved writer’s
enduring contribution to American literature.
Tapestry of Fortunes - Elizabeth Berg 2014-04-08
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER In this superb new novel by the beloved author of Open House, Home
Safe, and The Last Time I Saw You, four women venture into their pasts in order to shape their futures,
fates, and fortunes. Cecilia Ross is a motivational speaker who encourages others to change their lives for
the better. Why can’t she take her own advice? Still reeling from the death of her best friend, and freshly
aware of the need to live more fully now, Cece realizes that she has to make a move—all the portentous
signs seem to point in that direction. She downsizes her life, sells her suburban Minnesota home and lets go
of many of her possessions. She moves into a beautiful old house in Saint Paul, complete with a garden,
chef’s kitchen, and three housemates: Lise, the home’s owner and a divorced mother at odds with her
twenty-year-old daughter; Joni, a top-notch sous chef at a first-rate restaurant with a grade A jerk of a boss;
and Renie, the youngest and most mercurial of the group, who is trying to rectify a teenage mistake. These
women embark on a journey together in an attempt to connect with parts of themselves long denied. For
Cece, that means finding Dennis Halsinger. Despite being “the one who got away,” Dennis has never been
far from Cece’s thoughts. In this beautifully written novel, leaving home brings revelations, reunions, and
unexpected turns that affirm the inner truths of women’s lives. “Maybe Freud didn’t know the answer to
what women want, but Elizabeth Berg certainly does,” said USA Today. Elizabeth Berg has crafted a novel
rich in understanding of women’s longings, loves, and abiding friendships, which weave together into a
tapestry of fortunes that connects us all. Look for special features inside. Join the Random House Reader’s
Circle for author chats and more. Praise for Tapestry of Fortunes “A testament to the power of female
friendships . . . Berg strips her writing down to what is essential and takes an unflinching look at lifelong
regrets. The characters . . . will settle in your heart.”—Booklist (starred review) “Elizabeth Berg has carved
out a place as one of America’s most beloved chroniclers of female friendship.”—Chicago Tribune
“Luminous . . . As always, her writing is spare and lyrical, filled with . . . elegant description and profound
insight.”—Library Journal “An incredibly uplifting and life-affirming story . . . Berg explores the themes of
change and personal reinvention with exquisite phrasing, sharply-focused attention to detail, and boundless
joy and heart.”—Bookreporter Praise for Elizabeth Berg “Truth rings forth clearly from every page.
[Elizabeth] Berg captures the way women think—and especially the way they talk to other women—as well
as any writer I can think of.”—The Charlotte Observer, about Talk Before Sleep “Elizabeth Berg’s gift as a
storyteller lies most powerfully in her ability to find the extraordinary in the ordinary, the remarkable in the
everyday.”—The Boston Globe “Berg’s writing is to literature what Chopin’s études are to
music—measured, delicate, and impossible to walk away from until their completion. [Grade:]
A+.”—Entertainment Weekly
Eventide - Kent Haruf 2004-05-04
One of The Best Books of The Year: Chicago Tribune, Entertainment Weekly, The Plain Dealer, and Rocky
Mountain News Kent Haruf, award-winning, bestselling author of Plainsong returns to the high-plains town
of Holt, Colorado, with a novel of masterful authority. The aging McPheron brothers are learning to live
without Victoria Roubideaux, the single mother they took in and who has now left their ranch to start
college. A lonely young boy stoically cares for his grandfather while a disabled couple tries to protect their
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a violent relative. As these lives unfold and intersect, Eventide unveils the immemorial truths about human
beings: their fragility and resilience, their selfishness and goodness, and their ability to find family in one
another.
Our Souls at Night - Kent Haruf 2015-06-01
From the Folio Prize-shortlisted author of Plainsong, Eventide and Benediction, a stunning novel about
finding happiness. SOON TO BE A MOTION PICTURE "Absolutely beautiful" The Times "Gripping and
tender" Publishers Weekly This is a love story. A story about growing old with grace. Addie Moore and
Louis Waters have been neighbours for years. Now they both live alone, their houses empty of family, their
quiet nights solitary. Then one evening Addie pays Louis a visit. Their brave adventures form the beating
heart of Our Souls at Night, Kent Haruf's exquisite final novel. MORE PRAISE FOR OUR SOULS AT NIGHT
"Luminous" Ursula K Le Guin, Guardian "I loved Kent Haruf's small-town love story" David Nicholls "A
delicate, sneakily devastating evocation of place and character . . . Haruf's story accumulates resonance
through carefully chosen details; the novel is quiet but never complacent" New Yorker "Short, spare and
moving" Wall Street Journal "Gritty, painful and human . . . Haruf's final novel is a beacon of hope; he is
sorely missed" Financial Times
Our Souls at Night - Kent Haruf 2015-05-26
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A spare yet eloquent, bittersweet yet inspiring story of a man and a woman
who, in advanced age, come together to wrestle with the events of their lives and their hopes for the
imminent future. In the familiar setting of Holt, Colorado, home to all of Kent Haruf's inimitable fiction,
Addie Moore pays an unexpected visit to a neighbor, Louis Waters. Her husband died years ago, as did his
wife, and in such a small town they naturally have known of each other for decades; in fact, Addie was quite
fond of Louis's wife. His daughter lives hours away, her son even farther, and Addie and Louis have long
been living alone in empty houses, the nights so terribly lonely, especially with no one to talk with. But
maybe that could change? As Addie and Louis come to know each other better--their pleasures and their
difficulties--a beautiful story of second chances unfolds, making Our Souls at Night the perfect final
installment to this beloved writer's enduring contribution to American literature.
The Mountain Between Us - Charles Martin 2017-08-15
Stranded in a frigid mountain wilderness after a plane crash, a gifted surgeon and a young magazine writer
are forced to rely on each other for survival while confronting painful truths about their personal lives.
The Company She Keeps - Georgia Durante 2008-10-07
A female Goodfellas—the true story of A supermodel turned getaway driver for the mob. All-American
beauty Georgia Durante was one of the most photographed models in the country when she married
mobster Joe Lamendola. It plunged her into a world she never dreamed of—and one she feared she’d never
survive—as a getaway driver for the Mafia and an eyewitness to unspeakable violence, brutality, and
murder, as she came to understand the terrifying risk of being married to the Mob.
The Tie That Binds - Kent Haruf 2010-05-12
From the bestselling author of Eventide, The Tie That Binds is a powerfully eloquent tribute to the arduous
demands of rural America, and of the tenacity of the human spirit. Colorado, January 1977. Eighty-year-old
Edith Goodnough lies in a hospital bed, IV taped to the back of her hand, police officer at her door. She is
charged with murder. The clues: a sack of chicken feed slit with a knife, a milky-eyed dog tied outdoors one
cold afternoon. The motives: the brutal business of farming and a family code of ethics as unforgiving as the
winter prairie itself. Here, Kent Haruf delivers the sweeping tale of a woman of the American High Plains,
as told by her neighbor, Sanders Roscoe. As Roscoe shares what he knows, Edith's tragedies unfold: a
childhood of pre-dawn chores, a mother's death, a violence that leaves a father dependent on his children,
forever enraged. Here is the story of a woman who sacrifices her happiness in the name of family--and then,
in one gesture, reclaims her freedom.
Secessia - Kent Wascom 2015-07-07
New Orleans, May 1862. The largest city in the ill-starred confederacy has fallen to Union troops under the
soon-to-be-infamous General Benjamin “the Beast” Butler. The city is rife with madness and rage. When
twelve-year-old Joseph Woolsack disappears from his home, he draws into the unrest his mother, Elise, a
mixed-race woman passing for white, and his father, Angel, whose long and wicked life is drawing to a
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close. What follows forces mother and son into a dark new world: Joseph must come to grips with his
father’s legacy of violence and his growing sentiment for Cuban exile Marina Fandal, the only survivor of a
shipwreck that claimed the lives of her parents. Elise must struggle to maintain a hold on her sanity, her
son and her own precarious station, but is threatened by the resurgence of a troubling figure from her past,
Dr. Emile Sabatier, a fanatical physician who adores disease and is deeply mired in the conspiracy and
intrigue surrounding the occupation of the city. Their paths all intersect with General Benjamin Butler of
Massachusetts, a man who history will call a beast, but whose avarice and brutal acumen are ideally suited
to the task of governing an “ungovernable city.” Alternating between the perspectives of the five characters
of Elise, Dr. Sabatier, Joseph, Marina, and Butler, Secessia weaves a tapestry of ravenous greed and
malformed love, of slavery and desperation, set within the baroque melting-pot that is New Orleans. A
Gothic tableaux vivant of epic scope and intimate horror, Secessia is the netherworld reflection of the
conflict between north and south.
Three Floors Up - Eshkol Nevo 2017-10-10
THE BASIS FOR THE CANNES FILM FESTIVAL'S PALMA D'OR-NOMINATED FILM Set in an uppermiddle-class Tel Aviv apartment building, this best-selling and warmly acclaimed Israeli novel examines the
interconnected lives of its residents, whose turmoils, secrets, unreliable confessions, and problematic
decisions reveal a society in the midst of an identity crisis. On the first floor, Arnon, a tormented retired
officer who fought in the First Intifada, confesses to an army friend with a troubled military past how his
obsession about his young daughter's safety led him to lose control and put his marriage in peril. Above
Arnon lives Hani, known as "the widow," whose husband travels the world for his lucrative job while she
stays at home with their two children, increasingly isolated and unstable. When her brother-in-law suddenly
appears at their door begging her to hide him from loan sharks and the police, she agrees in spite of the
risk to her family, if only to bring some emotional excitement into her life. On the top floor lives a former
judge, Devora. Eager to start a new life in her retirement, Devora joins a social movement, desperately tries
to reconnect with her estranged son, and falls in love with a man who isn't what he seems. A brilliant
novelist, Eshkol Nevo vividly depicts how the grinding effects of social and political ills play out in the
psyche of his flawed yet compelling characters, in often unexpected and explosive ways.
Minnesota Cold - Cynthia Kraack 2009-06-15
Orwellian vision of a post-nuclear future. Full of compelling family drama and characters who believe in
human dignity and the possibility of freedom even against the odds.
Meet Me at the Museum - Anne Youngson 2018-08-07
A professor in Denmark and a grandmother in England begin a correspondence, and a friendship, that
develops into something extraordinary.
Lila (Oprah's Book Club) - Marilynne Robinson 2014-10-07
Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award National Book Award Finalist A new American classic
from the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Gilead and Housekeeping Marilynne Robinson, one of the greatest
novelists of our time, returns to the town of Gilead in an unforgettable story of a girlhood lived on the
fringes of society in fear, awe, and wonder. Lila, homeless and alone after years of roaming the countryside,
steps inside a small-town Iowa church-the only available shelter from the rain-and ignites a romance and a
debate that will reshape her life. She becomes the wife of a minister, John Ames, and begins a new
existence while trying to make sense of the life that preceded her newfound security. Neglected as a
toddler, Lila was rescued by Doll, a canny young drifter, and brought up by her in a hardscrabble
childhood. Together they crafted a life on the run, living hand to mouth with nothing but their sisterly bond
and a ragged blade to protect them. Despite bouts of petty violence and moments of desperation, their
shared life was laced with moments of joy and love. When Lila arrives in Gilead, she struggles to reconcile
the life of her makeshift family and their days of hardship with the gentle Christian worldview of her
husband which paradoxically judges those she loves. Revisiting the beloved characters and setting of
Robinson's Pulitzer Prize-winning Gilead and Home, a National Book Award finalist, Lila is a moving
expression of the mysteries of existence that is destined to become an American classic.
Where You Once Belonged - Kent Haruf 2011-11-09
In Where You Once Belonged, the bestselling and award-winning novelist of Eventide, Kent Haruf tells of a
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small-town hero who is dealt an enviable hand--and cheats with all of the cards. Deftly plotted, defiantly
honest, Where You Once Belonged sings the song of a wounded prairie community in a narrative with the
earmarks of a modern American classic. In prose as lean and supple as a spring switch, Haruf describes a
high school football star who wins the heart of the loveliest girl in the county and the admiration of men
twice his age. Fun-loving, independent, Burdette engages in the occasional prank. But when he turns into a
man, his high jinks turn into crimes--with unspeakable consequences. Now, eight years later, Burdette has
returned to commit his greatest trespass of all. And the people of Holt may not be able to stop him.
Our Souls at Night - Kent Haruf 2015-06-04
Our Souls at Night, Kent Haruf's exquisite final novel, is a deeply affecting love story, adapted into a film
starring Jane Fonda and Robert Redford. 'I loved Our Souls at Night' – David Nicholls, author of One Day.
This is a love story. A story about growing old with grace. Addie Moore and Louis Waters have been
neighbours for years. Now they both live alone, their houses empty of family, their quiet nights solitary.
Then one evening Addie pays Louis a visit. Their brave adventures form the beating heart of Our Souls at
Night.
Father's Day - Simon Van Booy 2016-04-26
When devastating news shatters the life of six-year-old Harvey, she finds herself in the care of a veteran
social worker, Wanda, and alone in the world save for one relative she has never met—a disabled felon,
haunted by a violent past he can't escape. Moving between past and present, Father’s Day weaves together
the story of Harvey’s childhood on Long Island and her life as a young woman in Paris. Written in raw,
spare prose that personifies the characters, this novel is the journey of two people searching for a future in
the ruin of their past. Father's Day is a meditation on the quiet, sublime power of compassion, and the
beauty of simple, everyday things—a breakthrough work from one of our most gifted chroniclers of the
human heart.
The Bookman's Tale - Charlie Lovett 2013-05-28
A mysterious portrait ignites an antiquarian bookseller’s search through time and the works of Shakespeare
for his lost love. Charlie Lovett’s new book, The Lost Book of the Grail, is now available. Guaranteed to
capture the hearts of everyone who truly loves books, The Bookman’s Tale is a former bookseller’s
sparkling novel and a delightful exploration of one of literature’s most tantalizing mysteries with echoes of
Shadow of the Wind and A.S. Byatt's Possession. Nine months after the death of his beloved wife Amanda
left him shattered, Peter Byerly, a young antiquarian bookseller, relocates from North Carolina to the
English countryside, hoping to outrun his grief and rediscover the joy he once took in collecting and
restoring rare books. But upon opening an eighteenth-century study of Shakespeare forgeries, he discovers
a Victorian watercolor of a woman who bears an uncanny resemblance to Amanda. Peter becomes obsessed
with learning the picture’s origins and braves a host of dangers to follow a trail of clues back across the
centuries—all the way to Shakespeare’s time and a priceless literary artifact that could prove, once and for
all, the truth about the Bard’s real identity.
The Idea of Love - Patti Callahan Henry 2015-06-23
As we like to say in the south, "Don't let the truth get in the way of a good story." Ella's life has been
completely upended. She's young, beautiful, and deeply in love—until her husband dies in a tragic sailing
accident while trying save her. Or so she'll have everyone believe. Screenwriter Hunter needs a hit, but
crippling writers' block and a serious lack of motivation are getting him nowhere. He's on the look-out for a
love story. It doesn't matter who it belongs to. When Hunter and Ella meet in Watersend, South Carolina it
feels like the perfect match, something close to fate. In Ella, Hunter finds the perfect love story, full of
longing and sacrifice. It's the stuff of epic films. In Hunter, Ella finds possibility. It's an opportunity to live
out a fantasy – the life she wishes she had because hers is too painful. And more real. Besides. what's a
little white lie between strangers? But one lie leads to another, and soon Hunter and Ella find themselves
caught in a web of deceit. As they try to untangle their lies and reclaim their own lives, they feel something
stronger is keeping them together. And so they wonder: can two people come together for all the wrong
reasons and still make it right?
The Bird Saviors - William James Cobb 2012
Ruby Cole decides to abandon her baby rather than marry a man twice her age who already has two wives
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and sets off a series of reactions that involve an equestrian police officer, pawnshop clientele and a grieving
ornithologist.
West of Last Chance - Peter T. Brown 2008-01-29
Peter Brown’s haunting photographs of the high plains, interspersed with Kent Haruf’s narratives of the
people who live there. West of Last Chance is a unique collaboration between celebrated photographer
Peter Brown and award-winning author Kent Haruf. The result is a profound visual/verbal dialogue of short
prose pieces and large-format color images that brings to life this sometimes brutal and incredibly beautiful
part of the country. Awarded the Dorothea Lange–Paul Taylor Prize by the Center for Documentary Studies
at Duke University for this project in 2005, the authors write: “Our interest in this part of the world is
contemporary but also includes its history and a mix of stories that have passed down over the years,
stories that resonate with the land in interesting ways.” It is an evocative work concerned with “moments
that describe the beauty, power, tragedy, and cultural complexity of the place itself: the way the land has
been used, the way people have lived on it, and the visual record that has been left behind.”
Our Souls at Night - Kent Haruf 2016-06-28
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A spare yet eloquent, bittersweet yet inspiring story of a man and a woman
who, in advanced age, come together to wrestle with the events of their lives and their hopes for the
imminent future. In the familiar setting of Holt, Colorado, home to all of Kent Haruf's inimitable fiction,
Addie Moore pays an unexpected visit to a neighbor, Louis Waters. Her husband died years ago, as did his
wife, and in such a small town they naturally have known of each other for decades; in fact, Addie was quite
fond of Louis's wife. His daughter lives hours away, her son even farther, and Addie and Louis have long
been living alone in empty houses, the nights so terribly lonely, especially with no one to talk with. But
maybe that could change? As Addie and Louis come to know each other better--their pleasures and their
difficulties--a beautiful story of second chances unfolds, making Our Souls at Night the perfect final
installment to this beloved writer's enduring contribution to American literature.
Spiritual Literacy - Frederic Brussat 1998-08-05
A treasury of inspirational readings, accompanied by personal reflections and meditations, features works
by Helen Keller, Barbara Kingsolver, Thomas Aquinas, and others on such themes as nature, relationships,
creativity, and work
Wife - Bharati Mukherjee 1992
Hastily married off to Amit Basu, an engineer about to emigrate to the United States, Dimple Dasgupta
dreams of a glamorous existence in America. By the author of Jasmine. Reprint.
Dancing Girl and the Turtle - Karen Kao 2017-04-01
A rape. A war. A society where women are bought and sold but no one can speak of shame. Shanghai 1937.
Violence throbs at the heart of The Dancing Girl and the Turtle.Song Anyi is on the road to Shanghai and
freedom when she is raped and left for dead. The silence and shamethat mark her courageous survival
drive her to escalating self-harm and prostitution. From opium dens to high- class brothels, Anyi dances on
the edge of destruction while China prepares for war with Japan. Hers is the voice of every woman who
fights for independence against overwhelming odds.The Dancing Girl and the Turtle is one of four
interlocking novels set in Shanghai from 1929 to 1954. Through the eyes of the dancer, Song Anyi, and her
brother Kang, the Shanghai Quartet spans a tumultuous time in Chinese history: war with the Japanese, the
influx of stateless Jews into Shanghai, civil war and revolution. How does the love of a sister destroy her
brother and all those around him?
Our Eyes at Night - M Dressler 2022-03-01
A spellbinding novel of the hunter and the hunted, defiance and survival, for fans of Jennifer McMahon and
Simone St. James In a climate-ravaged town in the remote Utah desert, a house remodels itself, a cemetery
is rearranged, and an ancient valley is suddenly haunted by a glimmering visitor. Called in to "clean" the
unwanted dead, ghost hunter Philip Pratt finds himself in territory at once familiar and unfamiliar, stalking
the spirit of Emma Rose Finnis, a one-hundred-year-old phantom who has never let his own spirit rest. Yet
Emma has come to this blazing desert for her own reasons—to see just how far a ghost can go in a
changing world. And if a living man bars her path, she must find a way through him, even if it means
risking her heart and soul. Joined by other ghosts of the West, both old and new, she will make her stand
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for the unexpected chance at love and home, far from the cold ocean grave where she began. A boldly
imaginative tale of loss, hope, and danger by the award-winning author of the Last Ghost series, Our Eyes
at Night is a journey through a stunning landscape of inescapable consequences, for both the living and the
dead.
I Married You for Happiness - Lily Tuck 2011-09-06
A “captivating” portrait of a long marriage and a meditation on how chance can affect life from the National
Book Award winner (The Washington Post). “His hand is growing cold, still she holds it” is how this novel
that contemplates love, after a husband’s sudden death, begins. This riveting and deeply moving story
unfolds over a single night, as Nina, numb with grief, sits at the bedside of her husband, Philip, whose
unexpected death is the reason for her lonely vigil. There, she recalls the defining moments of their fortythree-year-long union, beginning with their meeting in Paris. She is an artist, he a mathematician—a
collision of two different worlds that merged to form an intricate and passionate love. As Nina revisits
select memories—real and imagined—Lily Tuck reveals the intimacies, dark secrets, and overwhelming joys
that shaped the couple’s life together.
Missy Piggle-Wiggle and the Whatever Cure - Ann M. Martin 2016-09-06
Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle has gone away unexpectedly and left her niece, Missy Piggle-Wiggle, in charge of the
Upside-Down House and the beloved animals who live there: Lester the pig, Wag the dog, and Penelope the
parrot, among others. Families in town soon realize that like her great-aunt, Missy Piggle-Wiggle has
inventive cures for all sorts of childhood (mis)behavior: The Whatever Cure and the Just-a-Minute Cure, for
instance. What is a stressed out parent to do? Why, call Missy Piggle-Wiggle, of course! New York Timesbestselling author Ann Martin brings her signature warmth and comic genius to a new character. And artist
Ben Hatke brings it all to life!
Plainsong - Kent Haruf 2001-04-03
National Book Award Finalist A heartstrong story of family and romance, tribulation and tenacity, set on the
High Plains east of Denver. In the small town of Holt, Colorado, a high school teacher is confronted with
raising his two boys alone after their mother retreats first to the bedroom, then altogether. A teenage
girl—her father long since disappeared, her mother unwilling to have her in the house—is pregnant, alone
herself, with nowhere to go. And out in the country, two brothers, elderly bachelors, work the family
homestead, the only world they've ever known. From these unsettled lives emerges a vision of life, and of
the town and landscape that bind them together—their fates somehow overcoming the powerful
circumstances of place and station, their confusion, curiosity, dignity and humor intact and resonant. As the
milieu widens to embrace fully four generations, Kent Haruf displays an emotional and aesthetic authority
to rival the past masters of a classic American tradition.
One Night Two Souls Went Walking - Ellen Cooney 2020-11-10
A young interfaith chaplain is joined on her hospital rounds one night by an unusual companion: a roughand-tumble dog who may or may not be a ghost. As she tends to the souls of her patients—young and old,
living last moments or navigating fundamentally altered lives—their stories provide unexpected healing for
her own heartbreak. Balancing wonder and mystery with pragmatism and humor, Ellen Cooney (A
Mountaintop School for Dogs and Other Second Chances) returns to Coffee House Press with a generous,
intelligent novel that grants the most challenging moments of the human experience a shimmer of light and
magical possibility.
The Transit of Venus - Shirley Hazzard 2021-03-09
The award-winning, New York Times bestselling literary masterpiece of Shirley Hazzard—the story of two
beautiful orphan sisters whose fates are as moving and wonderful, and yet as predestined, as the transits of
the planets themselves A Penguin Classic Considered "one of the great English-language novels of the
twentieth century" (The Paris Review), The Transit of Venus follows Caroline and Grace Bell as they leave
Australia to begin a new life in post-war England. From Sydney to London, New York, and Stockholm, and
from the 1950s to the 1980s, the two sisters experience seduction and abandonment, marriage and
widowhood, love and betrayal. With exquisite, breathtaking prose, Australian novelist Shirley Hazzard tells
the story of the displacements and absurdities of modern life. The result is at once an intricately plotted
Greek tragedy, a sweeping family saga, and a desperate love story.
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the bitter absence of their estranged son, Frank, but this cannot be willed away and remains a palpable
presence for all three of them. Next door, a young girl named Alice moves in with her grandmother and
contends with the painful memories that Dad's condition stirs up of her own mother's death. Meanwhile,
the town’s newly arrived preacher attempts to mend his strained relationships with his wife and teenaged
son, a task that proves all the more challenging when he faces the disdain of his congregation after offering
more than they are accustomed to getting on a Sunday morning. And throughout, an elderly widow and her
middle-aged daughter do everything they can to ease the pain of their friends and neighbors. Despite the
travails that each of these families faces, together they form bonds strong enough to carry them through
the most difficult of times. Bracing, sad and deeply illuminating, Benediction captures the fullness of life by
representing every stage of it, including its extinction, as well as the hopes and dreams that sustain us
along the way. Here Kent Haruf gives us his most indelible portrait yet of this small town and reveals, with
grace and insight, the compassion, the suffering and, above all, the humanity of its inhabitants.

Dale Loves Sophie to Death - Robb Forman Dew 2014-05-21
Toby's illness disrupts the routine of his parents' summer, making them see their lives and relationship in a
new light.
East of the Mountains - David Guterson 2012-05-01
When Dr Ben Givens left his Seattle home he never intended to return. It was to be a journey past snowcovered mountains to a place of canyons, sagelands and orchards, where, on the verges of the Columbia
River, Ben had entered the world and would now take his leave of it.
Benediction - Kent Haruf 2013-02-26
From the beloved and best-selling author of Plainsong and Eventide comes a story of life and death, and the
ties that bind, once again set out on the High Plains in Holt, Colorado. When Dad Lewis is diagnosed with
terminal cancer, he and his wife, Mary, must work together to make his final days as comfortable as
possible. Their daughter, Lorraine, hastens back from Denver to help look after him; her devotion softens
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