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Waiting for Eden - Elliot Ackerman 2018-09-25
“Patiently, and unflinchingly, Ackerman is becoming one of the great
poet laureates of America’s tragic adventurism across the globe.” —Pico
Iyer Eden lies in a hospital bed, unable to move or speak. His wife Mary
spends every day on the sofa in his room. We see them through the eyes
of Eden’s best friend, a fellow Marine who didn’t make it back
home—and who must relive the secrets held between all three of them as
he waits for Eden to finally, mercifully die and join him in whatever
comes after. A breathtakingly spare and shattering novel that explores
the unseen aftereffects—and unacknowledged casualties—of war,
Waiting for Eden is a piercingly insightful, deeply felt meditation on
loyalty, friendship, betrayal, and love. “The Tim O’Brien of our era.”
—Vogue “Devastating.” —The Wall Street Journal “Haunting. . . .
Daring.” —The Boston Globe “Heart-wrenching.” —NPR
Last Things - Jenny Offill 2015-03-17
Grace's father believes in science and builds his daughter a dollhouse
with lights that really work. Grace's mother takes her skinny-dipping in
the lake and teaches her about African hyena men who devour their
wives in their sleep. Grace's world, of fact and fiction, marvels and
madness, is slowly unraveling because her family is coming apart before
her eyes. Now eight-year-old Grace must choose between her two very
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different, very flawed parents, a choice that will take her on a dizzying
journey, away from her home in Vermont to the boozy, flooded streets of
New Orleans--and into the equally wondrous and frightening realm of her
own imagination. With eloquence and compassion, Jenny Offill weaves a
luminous story of a wounded family and of a young girl yearning to
understand the difference between fiction, fact, and hope. A novel of
vibrant imagination and searing intelligence, Last Things is a stunning
literary achievement.
Notes from an Apocalypse - Mark O'Connell 2020-04-14
"Harrowing, tender-hearted, and funny as hell" —Jenny Offill
“Fascinating…Oddly uplifting” —The Economist "Smart, funny,
irreverent, and philosophically rich" —Wall Street Journal By the author
of the award-winning To Be a Machine, an absorbing, deeply felt book
about our anxious present tense—and coming to grips with the future
We're alive in a time of worst-case scenarios: The weather has gone
uncanny. Old postwar alliances are crumbling. A pandemic draws our
global community to a halt. Everywhere you look there's an omen, a joke
whose punchline is the end of the world. How is a person supposed to
live in the shadow of such a grim future? What does it mean to have
children—nothing if not an act of hope—in such unsettled times? What
might it be like to live through the worst? And what on Earth is anybody
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doing about it? Dublin-based writer Mark O'Connell is consumed by
these questions—and, as the father of two young children himself, he
finds them increasingly urgent. In Notes from an Apocalypse, he crosses
the globe in pursuit of answers. He tours survival bunkers in South
Dakota. He ventures to New Zealand, a favored retreat of billionaires
banking on civilization's collapse. He engages with would-be Mars
colonists, preppers, right-wing conspiracists. And he bears witness to
those places, like Chernobyl, that the future has already visited—real-life
portraits of the end of the world as we know it. In doing so, he comes to a
resolution, while offering readers a unique window into our
contemporary imagination. Both investigative and deeply personal, Notes
from an Apocalypse is an affecting, humorous, and surprisingly hopeful
meditation on our present moment. With insight, humanity, and wit,
O'Connell leaves you to wonder: What if the end of the world isn't the
end of the world?
They Dragged Them Through the Streets - Hilary Plum 2013-03-12
Hilary Plum's grave and elegant novel They Dragged Them Through the
Streets is a bold meditation on human suffering and the sorrowful
challenges of men and women striving for collective change.
Bluets - Maggie Nelson 2009-10-01
Suppose I were to begin by saying that I had fallen in love with a color . .
. A lyrical, philosophical, and often explicit exploration of personal
suffering and the limitations of vision and love, as refracted through the
color blue. With Bluets, Maggie Nelson has entered the pantheon of
brilliant lyric essayists. Maggie Nelson is the author of numerous books
of poetry and nonfiction, including Something Bright, Then Holes (Soft
Skull Press, 2007) and Women, the New York School, and Other True
Abstractions (University of Iowa Press, 2007). She lives in Los Angeles
and teaches at the California Institute of the Arts.
How to Be Safe: A Novel - Tom McAllister 2018-04-03
A Washington Post Notable Book of the Year A Kirkus Reviews Best Book
of the Year “Explosive” –Entertainment Weekly “Scalding” –The New
Yorker “One of the most highly acclaimed novels of the year thus far.”
–Bustle FORMER TEACHER HAD MOTIVE. Recently suspended for a sodept-of-speculation-a-novel

called outburst, high school English teacher Anna Crawford is stewing
over the injustice at home when she is shocked to see herself named on
television as a suspect in a shooting at the school where she works.
Though she is quickly exonerated, and the actual teenage murderer
identified, her life is nevertheless held up for relentless scrutiny and
judgment as this quiet town descends into media mania. Gun sales
skyrocket, victims are transformed into martyrs, and the rules of public
mourning are ruthlessly enforced. Anna decides to wholeheartedly reject
the culpability she’s somehow been assigned, and the rampant sexism
that comes with it, both in person and online. A piercing feminist howl
written in trenchant prose, How to Be Safe is a compulsively readable,
darkly funny exposé of the hypocrisy that ensues when illusions of peace
are shattered.
A God in Ruins - Kate Atkinson 2015-05-05
This stunning companion to Kate Atkinson's #1 bestseller Life After Life,
"one of the best novels I've read this century" (Gillian Flynn), follows
Ursula's brother Teddy as he navigates an unknown future after a
perilous war. "He had been reconciled to death during the war and then
suddenly the war was over and there was a next day and a next day. Part
of him never adjusted to having a future." Kate Atkinson's dazzling Life
After Life explored the possibility of infinite chances and the power of
choices, following Ursula Todd as she lived through the turbulent events
of the last century over and over again. A God in Ruins tells the dramatic
story of the 20th Century through Ursula's beloved younger brother
Teddy -- would-be poet, heroic pilot, husband, father, and grandfather -as he navigates the perils and progress of a rapidly changing world. After
all that Teddy endures in battle, his greatest challenge is living in a
future he never expected to have. An ingenious and moving exploration
of one ordinary man's path through extraordinary times, A God in Ruins
proves once again that Kate Atkinson is one of the finest novelists of our
age.
How to Be Human - Paula Cocozza 2017-05-09
"On leave from work, unsettled by the proximity of her ex, and struggling
with her hostile neighbors, Mary has become increasingly captivated by
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a magnificent fox who is always in her garden. First she sees him wink at
her, then he brings her presents, and finally she invites him into her
house. As the boundaries between the domestic and the wild blur, and
the neighbors set out to exterminate the fox, it is unclear if Mary will
save the fox, or the fox save Mary"-Pitch Dark - Renata Adler 2013-03-19
A strange, thrilling novel about desperate love, paranoia, and heartbreak
by one of America's most singular writers. “What’s new. What else. What
next. What’s happened here.” Pitch Dark is a book about love. Kate Ennis
is poised at a critical moment in an affair with a married man. The
complications and contradictions pursue her from a house in rural
Connecticut to a brownstone apartment in New York City, to a small
island off the coast of Washington, to a pitch black night in backcountry
Ireland. Composed in the style of Renata Adler’s celebrated novel
Speedboat and displaying her keen journalist’s eye and mastery of
language, both simple and sublime, Pitch Dark is a bold and astonishing
work of art.
A Touch of Jen - Beth Morgan 2021-07-13
A young couple's toxic Instagram crush spins out of control and
unleashes a sinister creature in this twisted, viciously funny, "bananas
good" debut. (Carmen Maria Machado) "Um, holy shit...This novel will be
the most fun you'll have this summer." —Emily Temple, Literary Hub
Remy and Alicia, a couple of insecure service workers, are not
particularly happy together. But they are bound by a shared obsession
with Jen, a beautiful former co-worker of Remy’s who now seems to be
following her bliss as a globe-trotting jewelry designer. In and outside
the bedroom, Remy and Alicia's entire relationship revolves around
fantasies of Jen, whose every Instagram caption, outfit, and new age
mantra they know by heart. Imagine their confused excitement when
they run into Jen, in the flesh, and she invites them on a surfing trip to
the Hamptons with her wealthy boyfriend and their group. Once there,
Remy and Alicia try (a little too hard) to fit into Jen’s exalted social circle,
but violent desire and class resentment bubble beneath the surface of
this beachside paradise, threatening to erupt. As small disturbances
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escalate into outright horror, we find ourselves tumbling with Remy and
Alicia into an uncanny alternate reality, one shaped by their most
unspeakable, deviant, and intoxicating fantasies. Is this what “selfactualization” looks like? Part millennial social comedy, part psychedelic
horror, and all wildly entertaining, A Touch of Jen is a sly, unflinching
examination of the hidden drives that lurk just outside the frame of our
carefully curated selves.
Chemistry - Weike Wang 2017-05-23
Winner of the PEN/Hemingway Award A Washington Post Notable Book
One of the Best Books of the Year: NPR, Entertainment Weekly, Ann
Patchett on PBS NewsHour, Minnesota Public Radio, PopSugar, Maris
Kreizman, The Morning News Winner of Ploughshares’ John C. Zacharis
Award Winner of a Whiting Award A Belletrist Amuse Book At first
glance, the quirky, overworked narrator of Weike Wang’s debut novel
seems to be on the cusp of a perfect life: she is studying for a prestigious
PhD in chemistry that will make her Chinese parents proud (or at least
satisfied), and her successful, supportive boyfriend has just proposed to
her. But instead of feeling hopeful, she is wracked with ambivalence: the
long, demanding hours at the lab have created an exquisite pressure
cooker, and she doesn’t know how to answer the marriage question.
When it all becomes too much and her life plan veers off course, she
finds herself on a new path of discoveries about everything she thought
she knew. Smart, moving, and always funny, this unique coming-of-age
story is certain to evoke a winning reaction.
Nightbitch - Rachel Yoder 2021-07-20
In this blazingly smart and voracious debut novel, an artist turned stayat-home mom becomes convinced she's turning into a dog. • "A mustread for anyone who can’t get enough of the ever-blurring line between
the psychological and supernatural that Yellowjackets exemplifies."
—Vulture One day, the mother was a mother, but then one night, she was
quite suddenly something else... An ambitious mother puts her art career
on hold to stay at home with her newborn son, but the experience does
not match her imagination. Two years later, she steps into the bathroom
for a break from her toddler's demands, only to discover a dense patch of
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hair on the back of her neck. In the mirror, her canines suddenly look
sharper than she remembers. Her husband, who travels for work five
days a week, casually dismisses her fears from faraway hotel rooms. As
the mother's symptoms intensify, and her temptation to give in to her
new dog impulses peak, she struggles to keep her alter-canine-identity
secret. Seeking a cure at the library, she discovers the mysterious
academic tome which becomes her bible, A Field Guide to Magical
Women: A Mythical Ethnography, and meets a group of mommies
involved in a multilevel-marketing scheme who may also be more than
what they seem. An outrageously original novel of ideas about art,
power, and womanhood wrapped in a satirical fairy tale, Nightbitch will
make you want to howl in laughter and recognition. And you should. You
should howl as much as you want.
Suite for Barbara Loden - Nathalie Léger 2016-10-17
The second in Nathalie Léger’s acclaimed genre-defying triptych of
books about the struggles and obsessions of women artists. “I believe
there is a miracle in Wanda,” wrote Marguerite Duras of the only film
American actress Barbara Loden ever wrote and directed. “Usually,
there is a distance between representation and text, subject and action.
Here that distance is completely eradicated.” It is perhaps this
“miracle”—the seeming collapse of fiction and fact—that has made
Wanda (1970) a cult classic, and a fascination of artists from Isabelle
Huppert to Rachel Kushner to Kate Zambreno. For acclaimed French
writer Nathalie Léger, the mysteries of Wanda launched an obsessive
quest across continents, into archives, and through mining towns of
Pennsylvania, all to get closer to the film and its maker. Suite for Barbara
Loden is the magnificent result.
Refrigerator Mothers - Kelli Agodon 2010
Dept. of Speculation - Jenny Offill 2014-10-07
From the acclaimed author of Weather comes a slim, stunning portrait of
a marriage--a beguiling rumination on the mysteries of intimacy, trust,
faith, knowledge, and the condition of universal shipwreck that unites us
all. ONE OF THE 10 BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR - THE NEW YORK
dept-of-speculation-a-novel

TIMES BOOK REVIEW A Best Book of the Year: The New Yorker, The
Boston Globe, Minneapolis Star Tribune, Vogue.com, Electric Literature,
Buzzfeed In the beginning, it was easy to imagine their future. They were
young and giddy, sure of themselves and of their love for each other.
“Dept. of Speculation” was their code name for all the thrilling
uncertainties that lay ahead. Then they got married, had a child and
navigated the familiar calamities of family life—a colicky baby, a faltering
relationship, stalled ambitions. When their marriage reaches a sudden
breaking point, the wife tries to retrace the steps that have led them to
this place, invoking everything from Kafka to the Stoics to doomed
Russian cosmonauts as she analyzes what is lost and what remains. In
language that shimmers with rage and longing and wit, Offill has created
a brilliantly suspenseful love story—a novel to read in one sitting, even as
its piercing meditations linger long after the last page.
Fates and Furies - Lauren Groff 2015
"Every story has two sides. Every relationship has two perspectives. And
sometimes, it turns out, the key to a great marriage is not its truths but
its secrets ... At age twenty-two, Lotto and Mathilde are tall, glamorous,
madly in love, and destined for greatness. A decade later, their marriage
is still the envy of their friends, but ... things are even more complicated
and remarkable than they have seemed"-The Body Politic - Brian Platzer 2020-03-03
In the bestselling tradition of The Interestings and A Little Life, this
“cleverly constructed and emotionally compelling” (Jenny Offill, Dept. of
Speculation) novel follows four longtime friends as they navigate love,
commitment, and forgiveness while the world around them changes
beyond recognition—from the author of the “savvy, heartfelt, and utterly
engaging” (Alice McDermott) Bed-Stuy Is Burning. New York City is still
regaining its balance in the years following September 11, when four
twenty-somethings—Tess, Tazio, David, and Angelica—meet in a bar,
each yearning for something: connection, recognition, a place in the
world, a cause to believe in. Nearly fifteen years later, as their city
recalibrates in the wake of the 2016 election, their bond has
endured—but almost everything else has changed. As freshmen at
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Cooper Union, Tess and Tazio were the ambitious, talented future of the
art world—but by thirty-six, Tess is married to David, the mother of two
young boys, and working as an understudy on Broadway. Kind and
steady, David is everything Tess lacked in her own childhood—but a
recent freak accident has left him with befuddling symptoms, and she’s
still adjusting to her new role as caretaker. Meanwhile, Tazio—who once
had a knack for earning the kind of attention that Cooper Union students
long for—has left the art world for a career in creative branding and
politics. But in December 2016, fresh off the astonishing loss of his
candidate, Tazio is adrift, and not even his gorgeous and accomplished
fiancée, Angelica, seems able to get through to him. With tensions rising
on the national stage, the four friends are forced to face the reality of
their shared histories, especially a long-ago betrayal that has shaped
every aspect of their friendship. Elegant and perceptive, “The Body
Politic is a book about many things—what it means to be unwell, what it
means to heal, how deep and strange friendships can be, and how hidden
things never stay hidden for long” (Rachel Monroe, author of Savage
Appetites).
Speedboat - Renata Adler 2013-03-19
Winner of the Hemingway Foundation/PEN Award. When Speedboat
burst on the scene in the late ’70s it was like nothing readers had
encountered before. It seemed to disregard the rules of the novel, but it
wore its unconventionality with ease. Reading it was a pleasure of a new,
unexpected kind. Above all, there was its voice, ambivalent, curious, wry,
the voice of Jen Fain, a journalist negotiating the fraught landscape of
contemporary urban America. Party guests, taxi drivers, brownstone
dwellers, professors, journalists, presidents, and debutantes fill these
dispatches from the world as Jen finds it. A touchstone over the years for
writers as different as David Foster Wallace and Elizabeth Hardwick,
Speedboat returns to enthrall a new generation of readers.
Indelicacy - Amina Cain 2020-02-11
FINALIST FOR THE CENTER FOR FICTION'S FIRST NOVEL PRIZE
"Cain’s small but mighty novel reads like a ghost story and packs the
punch of a feminist classic." —The New York Times Book Review A
dept-of-speculation-a-novel

haunted feminist fable, Amina Cain’s Indelicacy is the story of a woman
navigating between gender and class roles to empower herself and fulfill
her dreams. In "a strangely ageless world somewhere between Emily
Dickinson and David Lynch" (Blake Butler), a cleaning woman at a
museum of art nurtures aspirations to do more than simply dust the
paintings around her. She dreams of having the liberty to explore them
in writing, and so must find a way to win herself the time and security to
use her mind. She escapes her lot by marrying a rich man, but having
gained a husband, a house, high society, and a maid, she finds that her
new life of privilege is no less constrained. Not only has she taken up
different forms of time-consuming labor—social and erotic—but she is
now, however passively, forcing other women to clean up after her.
Perhaps another and more drastic solution is necessary? Reminiscent of
a lost Victorian classic in miniature, yet taking equal inspiration from
such modern authors as Jean Rhys, Octavia Butler, Clarice Lispector, and
Jean Genet, Amina Cain's Indelicacy is at once a ghost story without a
ghost, a fable without a moral, and a down-to-earth investigation of the
barriers faced by women in both life and literature. It is a novel about
seeing, class, desire, anxiety, pleasure, friendship, and the battle to find
one’s true calling.
While You Were Napping - Jenny Offill 2014
A child tells an outlandish tale of what took place while a younger sibling
was taking a nap.
The Department of Rare Books and Special Collections - Eva
Jurczyk 2022-01-25
International Bestseller "With its countless revelations about the dusty
realms of rare books, a likable librarian sleuth who has just the right
balance of compassion and wit, and a library setting that is teeming with
secrets, The Department of Rare Books and Special Collections is a rare
treat for readers. I loved this book!"—Matthew Sullivan, author of
Midnight at the Bright Ideas Bookstore Anxious People meets the
delights of bookish fiction in a stunning debut following a librarian whose
quiet life is turned upside down when a priceless manuscript goes
missing. Soon she has to ask: what holds more secrets in the library—the
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ancient books shelved in the stacks, or the people who preserve them?
Liesl Weiss long ago learned to be content working behind the scenes in
the distinguished rare books department of a large university, managing
details and working behind the scenes to make the head of the
department look good. But when her boss has a stroke and she's left to
run things, she discovers that the library's most prized manuscript is
missing. Liesl tries to sound the alarm and inform the police about the
missing priceless book, but is told repeatedly to keep quiet, to keep the
doors open and the donors happy. But then a librarian unexpectedly
stops showing up to work. Liesl must investigate both disappearances,
unspooling her colleagues' pasts like the threads of a rare book binding
as it becomes clear that someone in the department must be responsible
for the theft. What Liesl discovers about the dusty manuscripts she has
worked among for so long—and about the people who care for and
revere them—shakes the very foundation on which she has built her life.
The Department of Rare Books and Special Collections is a sparkling
book-club read about a woman struggling to step out from behind the
shadows of powerful and unreliable men, and reveals the dark edge of
obsession running through the most devoted bookworms. February 2022
INDIE NEXT Selection January 2022 LIBRARY READS Selection January
2022 Loan Star Selection Pop Sugar 35 Must-Read Thrillers and Mystery
Books
Sparky! - Jenny Offill 2014-03-11
The ingenious author of 17 Things I'm Not Allowed to Do Anymore and a
brilliant illustrator and production designer of the Coraline movie have
created a hilarious, touching picture book perfect for young animal
lovers. Like the Caldecott Medal-winning Officer Buckle and Gloria,
Sparky stars a pet who has more to offer than meets the eye. When our
narrator orders a sloth through the mail, the creature that arrives isn't
good at tricks or hide-and-seek . . . or much of anything. Still, there's
something about Sparky that is irresistible. Winner of the Charlotte
Zolotow Award
Smart Ovens for Lonely People - Elizabeth Tan 2020-06-01
Conspiracies, celebrities, and therapies underpin this beguiling shortdept-of-speculation-a-novel

story collection from Elizabeth Tan. A cat-shaped oven tells a depressed
woman she doesn't have to be sorry anymore. A Yourtopia Bespoke
Terraria employee becomes paranoid about the mounting coincidences in
her life. Four girls gather to celebrate their fabulous underwear. With
her trademark wit and slicing social commentary, Elizabeth Tan’s short
stories are as funny as they are insightful. This collection cements her
role as one of Australia’s most inventive writers ‘This utterly original
book will mess with your mind and make you laugh like a drain.‘ Sydney
Morning Herald ‘Elizabeth Tan can twist ordinary suburban life into the
weirdest shapes.’ The Monthly ‘Tan twists a future that has already
arrived with one in the process of arriving.’ The Saturday Paper ‘In a
collection of consistent highlights, the brilliance of some stories is
particularly blinding.’ Australian Book Review ‘Tan’s evocation of this
dreamlike incongruity is playful, reminiscent of Murakami’s blasé
surrealism and Coupland’s crafty wryness.’ Sydney Review of Books
The Beautiful Bureaucrat - Helen Phillips 2015-08-11
A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF 2015 NAMED A BEST BOOK
OF THE YEAR by Time Out, Bustle, The Atlantic, Electric Literature,
Kobo, Kirkus and more... "Riveting... thrillerlike...drolly
surreal...Ultimately, The Beautiful Bureaucrat succeeds because it isn't
afraid to ask the deepest questions." The New York Times Book Review,
Editor's Choice "A joyride..." -Karen Russell NAMED A MUST READ OF
THE SUMMER by the Chicago Tribune, Los Angeles Times, Bustle, The
Huffington Post, Buzzfeed, HelloGiggles and more... A young wife's new
job pits her against the unfeeling machinations of the universe in a first
novel Ursula K. Le Guin hails as "funny, sad, scary, beautiful. I love it." In
a windowless building in a remote part of town, the newly employed
Josephine inputs an endless string of numbers into something known
only as The Database. After a long period of joblessness, she's not
inclined to question her fortune, but as the days inch by and the files
stack up, Josephine feels increasingly anxious in her surroundings-the
office's scarred pinkish walls take on a living quality, the drone of
keyboards echoes eerily down the long halls. When one evening her
husband Joseph disappears and then returns, offering no explanation as
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to his whereabouts, her creeping unease shifts decidedly to dread. As
other strange events build to a crescendo, the haunting truth about
Josephine's work begins to take shape in her mind, even as something
powerful is gathering its own form within her. She realizes that in order
to save those she holds most dear, she must penetrate an institution
whose tentacles seem to extend to every corner of the city and beyond.
Both chilling and poignant, The Beautiful Bureaucrat is a novel of rare
restraint and imagination. With it, Helen Phillips enters the company of
Murakami, Bender, and Atwood as she twists the world we know and
shows it back to us full of meaning and wonder-luminous and new.
The Gulf - Belle Boggs 2019-04-02
A hilarious send-up of writing workshops, for-profit education, and the
gulf between believers and nonbelievers Marianne is in a slump: barely
able to support herself by teaching, not making progress on her poetry,
about to lose her Brooklyn apartment. When her novelist ex-fiancé, Eric,
and his venture capitalist brother, Mark, offer her a job directing a lowresidency school for Christian writers at a motel they’ve inherited on
Florida’s Gulf Coast, she can’t come up with a reason to say no. The
Genesis Inspirational Writing Ranch is born, and liberal, atheist
Marianne is soon knee-deep in applications from writers whose political
and religious beliefs she has always opposed but whose money she’s glad
to take. Janine is a schoolteacher whose heartfelt poems explore the final
days of Terri Schiavo’s life. Davonte is a former R&B superstar who
hopes to reboot his career with a bestselling tale of excess and
redemption. Lorraine and Tom, eccentric writers in need of paying jobs,
join the Ranch as instructors. Mark finds an investor in God’s Word God’s
World, a business that develops for-profit schools for the Christian
market, but the conditions that come along with their support become
increasingly problematic, especially as Marianne grows closer to the
students. As unsavory allegations mount, a hurricane bears down on the
Ranch, and Marianne is faced with the consequences of her decisions.
With sharp humor and deep empathy, The Gulf is a memorable debut
novel in which Belle Boggs plumbs the troubled waters dividing America.
Mermaids in Paradise: A Novel - Lydia Millet 2014-11-03
dept-of-speculation-a-novel

“Hilariously funny. . . . Lydia Millet’s novels raise the bar for
boldness.”—Rene Steinke, New York Times Book Review On the grounds
of a Caribbean island resort, newlyweds Deb and Chip—our opinionated,
skeptical narrator and her cheerful jock husband who's friendly to a
fault—meet a marine biologist who says she's sighted mermaids in a
coral reef. As the resort's "parent company" swoops in to corner the
market on mythological creatures, the couple joins forces with other
adventurous souls, including an ex–Navy SEAL with a love of explosives
and a hipster Tokyo VJ, to save said mermaids from the "Venture of
Marvels," which wants to turn their reef into a theme park. Mermaids in
Paradise is Lydia Millet's funniest book yet, tempering the sharp satire of
her early career with the empathy and subtlety of her more recent novels
and short stories. This is an unforgettable, mesmerizing tale, darkly
comic on the surface and illuminating in its depths.
Weather - Jenny Offill 2021
From the author of Dept. of Speculation, a dazzling and deadpan new
novel about hope and despair, fear and comfort as it plays out in these
times of environmental and political turbulence
With Teeth - Kristen Arnett 2022-05-31
NAMED A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR BY THE WASHINGTON POST,
VOGUE, MARIE CLAIRE, READER'S DIGEST, AND GOOD
HOUSEKEEPING “A gripping read…Unabashedly queer, probing and
unafraid…Exceedingly engaging.” –USA Today “Sublimely weird, fluently
paced, brazenly funny and gayer still, and it richly deserves to find
readers.” –New York Times From the author of the New York
Times–bestselling sensation Mostly Dead Things: a surprising and
moving story of two mothers, one difficult son, and the limitations of
marriage, parenthood, and love If she’s being honest, Sammie Lucas is
scared of her son. Working from home in the close quarters of their
Florida house, she lives with one wary eye peeled on Samson, a sullen,
unknowable boy who resists her every attempt to bond with him.
Uncertain in her own feelings about motherhood, she tries her
best—driving, cleaning, cooking, prodding him to finish projects for
school—while growing increasingly resentful of Monika, her confident
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but absent wife. As Samson grows from feral toddler to surly teenager,
Sammie’s life begins to deteriorate into a mess of unruly behavior, and
her struggle to create a picture-perfect queer family unravels. When her
son’s hostility finally spills over into physical aggression, Sammie must
confront her role in the mess—and the possibility that it will never be
clean again. Blending the warmth and wit of Arnett’s breakout hit,
Mostly Dead Things, with a candid take on queer family dynamics, With
Teeth is a thought-provoking portrait of the delicate fabric of family—and
the many ways it can be torn apart.
The Big Goodbye - Sam Wasson 2020-02-04
From the New York Times bestselling author of Fifth Avenue, Five A.M.
and Fosse comes the revelatory account of the making of a modern
American masterpiece Chinatown is the Holy Grail of 1970s cinema. Its
twist ending is the most notorious in American film and its closing line of
dialogue the most haunting. Here for the first time is the incredible true
story of its making. In Sam Wasson's telling, it becomes the defining
story of the most colorful characters in the most colorful period of
Hollywood history. Here is Jack Nicholson at the height of his powers, as
compelling a movie star as there has ever been, embarking on his great,
doomed love affair with Anjelica Huston. Here is director Roman
Polanski, both predator and prey, haunted by the savage death of his
wife, returning to Los Angeles, the scene of the crime, where the seeds
of his own self-destruction are quickly planted. Here is the fevered
dealmaking of "The Kid" Robert Evans, the most consummate of
producers. Here too is Robert Towne's fabled script, widely considered
the greatest original screenplay ever written. Wasson for the first time
peels off layers of myth to provide the true account of its creation.
Looming over the story of this classic movie is the imminent eclipse of
the '70s filmmaker-friendly studios as they gave way to the corporate
Hollywood we know today. In telling that larger story, The Big Goodbye
will take its place alongside classics like Easy Riders, Raging Bulls and
The Devil's Candy as one of the great movie-world books ever written.
Praise for Sam Wasson: "Wasson is a canny chronicler of old Hollywood
and its outsize personalities...More than that, he understands that style
dept-of-speculation-a-novel

matters, and, like his subjects, he has a flair for it." - The New Yorker
"Sam Wasson is a fabulous social historian because he finds meaning in
situations and stories that would otherwise be forgotten if he didn't
sleuth them out, lovingly." - Hilton Als
Marry Me - Dan Rhodes 2014-01-07
For every happily-ever-after fairy tale that waxes poetic about true love,
there is a piece of flash fiction from Dan Rhodes to provide the perfect
antidote. In this collection of bite-sized vignettes, Rhodes masterfully
explores the distance between what we believe is real and what others
know to be true–and nowhere is this distance greater than in the realm
of romance. Told with inimitable humor, with, and irony, as well as deep
undrstanding and compassion, these short stories are guranteed to elicit
both yelps of laughter and winces of recognition. All offer the gift of
humor, though none are a paean to the institution of marriage. By turns
poignant, surprising, and laugh-out-loud funny, Dan Rhodes has created
a fresh and recognizable cast of scorned lovers, jilted fiancées, and
vengeful spouses who wholeheartedly subscribe to the adage that "all is
fair in love and war."
The Friend Who Got Away - Jenny Offill 2007-12-18
Losing a friend can be as painful and as agonizing as a divorce or the end
of a love affair, yet it is rarely written about or even discussed. THE
FRIEND WHO GOT AWAY is the first book to address this near-universal
experience, bringing together the brave, eloquent voices of writers like
Francine Prose, Katie Roiphe, Dorothy Allison, Elizabeth Strout, Ann
Hood, Diana Abu Jabar, Vivian Gornick, Helen Schulman, and many
others. Some write of friends who have drifted away, others of sudden
breakups that took them by surprise. Some even celebrate their
liberation from unhealthy or destructive relationships. Yet at the heart of
each story is the recognition of a loss that will never be forgotten. From
stories about friendships that dissolved when one person revealed a
hidden self or moved into a different world, to tales of relationships
sabotaged by competition, personal ambition, or careless indifference,
THE FRIEND WHO GOT AWAY casts new light on the meaning and
nature of women’s friendships. Katie Roiphe writes with regret about the
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period in her life when even close friends seemed expendable compared
to men and sex. Mary Morris reveals how a loan led to the unraveling of
a lifelong friendship. Vivian Gornick explores how intellectual differences
eroded the bond between once inseparable companions. And two
contributors, once best friends, tell both sides of the story that led to
their painful breakup. Written especially for this anthology and touched
with humor, sadness, and sometimes anger, these extraordinary pieces
simultaneously evoke the uniqueness of each situation and illuminate the
universal emotions evoked by the loss of a friend.
Days of Distraction - Alexandra Chang 2020-03-31
“Startlingly original and deeply moving.... Chang here establishes herself
as one of the most important of the new generation of American writers.”
— George Saunders A Recommended Book From Buzzfeed * TIME * USA
Today * NPR * Vanity Fair * The Washington Post * New York Magazine *
O, the Oprah Magazine * Parade * Wired * Electric Literature * The
Millions * San Antonio Express-News * Domino * Kirkus A wry, tender
portrait of a young woman—finally free to decide her own path, but
unsure if she knows herself well enough to choose wisely—from a
captivating new literary voice The plan is to leave. As for how, when, to
where, and even why—she doesn’t know yet. So begins a journey for the
twenty-four-year-old narrator of Days of Distraction. As a staff writer at a
prestigious tech publication, she reports on the achievements of smug
Silicon Valley billionaires and start-up bros while her own request for a
raise gets bumped from manager to manager. And when her longtime
boyfriend, J, decides to move to a quiet upstate New York town for grad
school, she sees an excuse to cut and run. Moving is supposed to be a
grand gesture of her commitment to J and a way to reshape her sense of
self. But in the process, she finds herself facing misgivings about her role
in an interracial relationship. Captivated by the stories of her ancestors
and other Asian Americans in history, she must confront a question at
the core of her identity: What does it mean to exist in a society that does
not notice or understand you? Equal parts tender and humorous, and told
in spare but powerful prose, Days of Distraction is an offbeat coming-ofadulthood tale, a touching family story, and a razor-sharp appraisal of
dept-of-speculation-a-novel

our times.
Why Did I Ever - Mary Robison 2018-01-01
“Tense, moving, and hilarious . . . [A] dark jewel of a novel.” —Francine
Prose, O, The Oprah Magazine Three husbands have left her. I.R.S.
agents are whamming on her door. And her beloved cat has gone
missing. She's back and forth between Melanie, her secluded Southern
town, and L.A., where she has a weakening grasp on her job as a script
doctor. Having been sacked by most of the studios and convinced that
her dealings with Hollywood have fractured her personality, Money
Breton talks to herself nonstop. She glues and hammers and paints every
item in her place. She forges loving inscriptions in all her books. Through
it all, there is her darling puzzling daughter who lives close by but seems
ever beyond reach, and her son, the damaged victim of a violent crime
under police protection in New York. While both her children seem to be
losing all their battles, Money tries for ways and reasons to keep
battling. Why Did I Ever is a book of piercing intellect and belligerent
humor. Since its first publication in 2002 it has had a profound impact,
not only on Robison’s devoted following, but on the shape of the
contemporary novel itself.
Margaret the First - Danielle Dutton 2016-03-15
A Lit Hub Best Book of 2016 • One of Electric Literature's Best Novels of
2016 • An Entropy Best Book of 2016 “The duchess herself would be
delighted at her resurrection in Margaret the First...Dutton expertly
captures the pathos of a woman whose happiness is furrowed with the
anxiety of underacknowledgment.” —Katharine Grant, The New York
Times Book Review Margaret the First dramatizes the life of Margaret
Cavendish, the shy, gifted, and wildly unconventional 17th–century
Duchess. The eccentric Margaret wrote and published volumes of poems,
philosophy, feminist plays, and utopian science fiction at a time when
"being a writer" was not an option open to women. As one of the Queen's
attendants and the daughter of prominent Royalists, she was exiled to
France when King Charles I was overthrown. As the English Civil War
raged on, Margaret met and married William Cavendish, who
encouraged her writing and her desire for a career. After the War, her
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work earned her both fame and infamy in England: at the dawn of daily
newspapers, she was "Mad Madge," an original tabloid celebrity. Yet
Margaret was also the first woman to be invited to the Royal Society of
London—a mainstay of the Scientific Revolution—and the last for another
two hundred years. Margaret the First is very much a contemporary
novel set in the past. Written with lucid precision and sharp cuts through
narrative time, it is a gorgeous and wholly new approach to imagining
the life of a historical woman. "In Margaret the First, there is plenty of
room for play. Dutton’s work serves to emphasize the ambiguities of
archival proof, restoring historical narratives to what they have
perhapsalways already been: provoking and serious fantasies,convincing
reconstructions, true fictions.”—Lucy Ives, The New Yorker “Danielle
Dutton engagingly embellishes the life of Margaret the First, the
infamousDuchess of Newcastle–upon–Tyne.” —Vanity Fair
Fleishman Is in Trouble - Taffy Brodesser-Akner 2020-07-07
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD
LONGLIST • “A masterpiece” (NPR) about marriage, divorce, and the
bewildering dynamics of ambition Coming soon as an FX limited series
on Hulu, starring Claire Danes, Jesse Eisenberg, Lizzy Caplan, and Adam
Brody ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR—Entertainment
Weekly, The New York Public Library ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR—The New York Times Book Review, Time, The Washington
Post, USA Today Vanity Fair, Vogue, NPR, Chicago Tribune, GQ, Vox,
Refinery29, Elle, The Guardian, Real Simple, Financial Times, Parade,
Good Housekeeping, New Statesman, Marie Claire, Town & Country,
Evening Standard, Thrillist, Booklist, Kirkus Reviews, BookPage,
BookRiot, Shelf Awareness Toby Fleishman thought he knew what to
expect when he and his wife of almost fifteen years separated: weekends
and every other holiday with the kids, some residual bitterness, the
occasional moment of tension in their co-parenting negotiations. He
could not have predicted that one day, in the middle of his summer of
sexual emancipation, Rachel would just drop their two children off at his
place and simply not return. He had been working so hard to find
equilibrium in his single life. The winds of his optimism, long dormant,
dept-of-speculation-a-novel

had finally begun to pick up. Now this. As Toby tries to figure out where
Rachel went, all while juggling his patients at the hospital, his neverending parental duties, and his new app-assisted sexual popularity, his
tidy narrative of the spurned husband with the too-ambitious wife is his
sole consolation. But if Toby ever wants to truly understand what
happened to Rachel and what happened to his marriage, he is going to
have to consider that he might not have seen things all that clearly in the
first place. A searing, utterly unvarnished debut, Fleishman Is in Trouble
is an insightful, unsettling, often hilarious exploration of a culture trying
to navigate the fault lines of an institution that has proven to be worthy
of our great wariness and our great hope. Alma’s Best Jewish Novel of
the Year • Finalist for the National Book Critics Circle’s John Leonard
Prize for Best First Book
Wild Pets - Amber Medland 2021-06-29
'Smart and funny... Wild Pets is an instant set text of the emerging canon
of millennial fiction.' Guardian 'A wickedly funny and emotionally
complex novel.' Jenny Offill, author of Weather and Dept. of Speculation
'An impresive, cumulatively powerful first outing.' Daily Mail 'A ripe and
excellent debut... funny and smart and human and true.' Andrew
O'Hagan, author of Mayflies Wild Pets follows Iris, Ezra and Nance in the
years after university. They fall in and out of bed with each other, reread
The Art of War, grieve the closing of Fabric and write book proposals on
the history of salt, while submerging their nights in drink and drugs.
Confronting adulthood with high wit and low behaviour against
contemporary political and social turmoil, these young men and women
seem to have everything going for them. So why are they still swimming
desperately against the tide? A bold, honest novel, Wild Pets is about the
fragility of mental health, power imbalances in friendship and sex, and
creative ambition fused with destruction - and the lingering power of
first loves.
Adult Onset - Ann-Marie MacDonald 2015-04-14
From the acclaimed, bestselling author of two beloved classics, Fall On
Your Knees and The Way the Crow Flies, Adult Onset is a powerful
drama that makes vividly real the pressures of life and love, and the
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undercurrents that run deep through even the most devoted families.
Mary Rose MacKinnon is a successful author of YA fiction doing a tour of
duty as stay-at-home mom while her partner, Hilary, takes a turn
focusing on her career. She tries valiantly to balance the (mostly) solo
parenting of two young children with the relentless needs of her aging
parents. But amid the hilarities of full-on domesticity arises a sense of
dread. Do other people notice the dents in the expensive refrigerator?
How long will it take Mary Rose to realize that the car alarm that has
been going off all morning is hers, and how on earth did the sharpest
pair of scissors in the house wind up in her toddler’s hands? As
frustrations mount, she experiences a flare-up of forgotten symptoms of a
childhood illness that compel her to rethink her own upbringing, her own
family history. Over the course of one outwardly ordinary week, Mary
Rose’s world threatens to unravel, and the specter of violence raises its
head with dangerous implications for her and her children. With humor
and unerring emotional accuracy, Adult Onset explores the pleasures and
pressures of family bonds, powerful and yet so easily twisted and broken.
Ann-Marie MacDonald has crafted a searing, terrifying, yet ultimately
uplifting story.
Torch - Cheryl Strayed 2012-09-12
In her debut novel, the bestselling author of Wild weaves a searing and
luminous tale of a family's grief after unexpected loss. "Work hard. Do
good. Be incredible!" is the advice Teresa Rae Wood shares with the
listeners of her local radio show, Modern Pioneers, and the advice she
strives to live by every day. She has fled a bad marriage and rebuilta life
with her children, Claire and Joshua, and their caring stepfather, Bruce.
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Their love for each other binds them as a family through the daily
struggles of making ends meet. But when they received unexpected news
that Teresa, only 38, is dying of cancer, their lives all begin to unravel
and drift apart. Strayed's intimate portraits of these fully human
characters in a time of crisis show the varying truths of grief,
forgiveness, and the beautiful terrors of learning how to keep living.
A Gate at the Stairs - Lorrie Moore 2009-09-01
Finalist for the PEN/Faulkner Award Finalist for the Orange Prize for
Fiction Chosen as a Best Book of the Year by The New York Times Book
Review, The Washington Post, Chicago Tribune, The Christian Science
Monitor, Kansas City Star, Financial Times, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, and
Real Simple Twenty-year-old Tassie Keltjin, the daughter of a gentleman
farmer, has come to a university town as a student. When she takes a job
as a part-time nanny for a mysterious and glamorous family, she finds
herself drawn deeper into their world and forever changed. Told through
the eyes of this memorable narrator, A Gate at the Stairs is a piercing
novel of race, class, love, and war in America.
17 Things I'm Not Allowed to Do Anymore - Jenny Offill 2011-09-13
A laugh-out-loud look at all the fun things grown-ups never let you do . . .
now in paperback! Jenny Offill, author of 11 Experiments That Failed,
describes how tough it is to be a kid, when even the (seemingly) best
ideas are met with resistance. The text is short, spare, and fall-on-thefloor funny—not to mention utterly child-friendly. Here, accompanied by
Nancy Carpenter's hilariously clever illustrations, is a day-in-the-life look
at a kid as she torments her brother, her pet, her classmates, and, of
course, her mother. The theme of this Dragonfly Book is Just for Fun.
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